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New decree, old responses
OppOsitiOn cOndemns secOnd decree

cOnditiOnal suppOrt frOm islamists

Morsy’s second declaration not seen as a compromise

Parties welcomed the declaration, even if “reluctantly”

Opposition figures have expressed
their dissatisfaction with President
Morsy’s new constitutional decree
that he issued Saturday night.
Those who oppose the president voiced their disappointment
with the plan for the constitutional
referendum to proceed as scheduled. Leader of the National Front
for the Salvation of the Revolution
Mohamed ElBaradei reacted to the
declaration on his Twitter account.
“We broke the barrier of fear: a
constitution that aborts our rights
and freedoms is a constitution that
we will overthrow today before tomorrow,” he said. “Our strength is
our will.”
Later on Sunday ElBaradei added,
“our fight [regarding] the constitution isn’t about who is in power. It’s
[about the] essence of [the] state, universal rights and values, and looking
forwards, not backwards.”
The Popular Current released a
statement on Sunday afternoon calling for the government to end the
referendum on the draft constitution
“immediately.”
“The Egyptian Popular Current boycotted the revolutionary
and national forces, the so-called
dialogue that took place yesterday
for various reasons related to the

nature of the dialogue,” said the
statement.
The Popular Current cited the
“language of threats, accusations
and polarisations” employed by

members of the Muslim Brotherhood as a reason for not going to
the palace on Saturday for talks.
continued on page 3

by nouran el-behairy

Islamist parties and groups welcomed President Morsy’s latest
constitutional declaration which

was released late Saturday.
The opposition announced protests on Sunday against the declaration, whilst Islamist parties and figures
supported the president.
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by basil el-dabh

building walls while the political battle rages on, soldiers build a third line of concrete blocks outside of the egyptian presidential palace

islamists continue media city sit-in
Demonstrators protest media corruption

Lower income,
higher prices
Tax reforms signal skyrocketing
inflation

Mahmoud Ghozlan, spokesperson of the Muslim Brotherhood said
the recent declaration removed any
points of controversy or difference
with political groups.
“Now it’s clear who wants democracy and respects people’s opinion
and who wants to impose his opinions” Ghozlan said, referring to opposition groups.
He added that their calls for protests and ‘sabotage’ showed they
don’t understand or respect the democracy they keep talking about.
Ghozlan said that although he participated in drafting the constitution,
he would accept the consequences if
the people voted no.
“But if the majority voted yes, will
the opposition respect that?” he
added.
Ayman Elias, spokesperson of
Hazem Salah Abu Ismael, a former
presidential candidate disagreed, saying that the recent declaration was “a
disappointment.”
“It reflects the weakness of the
presidency. We’re offering the opposition one concession after another”
he said.
He added that Islamist groups supported ending disputes and therefore
they accepted the declaration but
“only reluctantly.”
continued on page 3

The Egyptian
underground music scene
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Hassan Ibrahim

hadiya Presidential Palace, don’t ask us
about Media Production City.”
Ayman Elias,spokesperson forAbu Ismail,said he has information proving that
some media figures are igniting disorder
in Egypt in an attempt to show that the
Islamic project led by Morsy is failing. He
added that an operations room inside
Media Production City supervised the
plan to ruin Morsy,“We are currently in
the process of acquiring evidence proving that all the victims of the Itihadiya
clashes are from the Muslim Brotherhood and not the other way around.”

President Morsy has decided to amend
laws pertaining to taxes on sales, income, real estate and duty stamps in
an attempt to decrease the general
budget deficit in compliance with the
conditions of the IMF loan.
Income tax has been defined within
five brackets. Citizens earning below
EGP 5,000 per annum are exempt
from income tax. Income ranging from
EGP 5,000 to 30,000 is to be taxed by
10 per cent; from EGP 30,000 to EGP
45,000 by 15 per cent; and from EGP
45,000 to EGP 1 million by 20 per cent.
Finally, citizens earning more than EGP
1 million are to pay a 25 per cent tax.
The decree imposed a 50 per cent
tax on both local and imported cigarettes, in addition to two pounds per
packet of local cigarettes and two and
a half pounds per imported pack. The
decree also imposes 25 per cent on
imported and soft drinks.
Taxes imposed on spirits reached
150 per cent with EGP 15 per litre
whether being local or imported, and
a 200 per cent tax on alcoholic beer.

a demonstrator gestures while protesting outside of the Media city complex
by fady salah

On Sunday hundreds of Islamist protesters continued their demonstration against media anchors, held in
front of Media Production City in 6th
of October city.
Demonstrators started their sit-in
on Friday, where they called for the
purification of media organisations.
The sit-in was held following calls by
Hazem Salah Abu Ismail, the disqualified Salafi presidential candidate.
Demonstrators stood at the entrances of their sit-in,where they searched and
checked IDs of everybody entering the

area.They marched towards Al-Fayoum
road, adjacent to Media Production City,
praising President Morsy’s decisions and
chanting slogans attacking famous media
figures such as Emad Adeeb and Ibrahim
Eissa. Demonstrators also chanted slogans criticising Mohamed ElBaradei and
praising Al-Nour Party and the Muslim
Brotherhood.
Abu Ismail said the Egyptian media
organisations are corrupt and asserted
that they are encouraging people to
attack the state’s elected institutions.
The disqualified candidate threatened
the protesters opposing President
Morsy saying, “If anyone attacks Iti-
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Musician hany Mustafa performs live

Mustafa Salama writes:
What is happening in Egypt is quite
natural. As structural change occurs, resistance will be in response.
Similarly those with little say in
politics may justify any means for
greater influence

Page 6

The underground music scene in
Egypt compensates the lack of artistic
diversity presented through the local
mainstream business. Marked by creative control, the mainstream scene
does not provide space for artistic
expression. Approaching the mainstream producers is not an option
for independent artists seeking public
exposure of their music and have to

follow an alternative path. However,
the underground subculture that preserves and promotes the notion of
music, is aggregated with obstacles
that hinder the dreams of musicians
in Egypt. Daily News Egypt speaks to
independent artists about the battle
for creativity.
feature on page 7

2

Daily news egypt MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2012

www.thedailynewsegypt.com

Zagazig clashes resume
Protesters surround the President’s house for

investigating opposition for
overturning regime

the third day

Prosecutor General orders investigations into cases filed against Sabahy,Tahany Al-Gebali,

By Rana Muhammad Taha

Protests near the president’s house in
the city of Zagazig, Sharqeya, resumed
for the third day on Saturday night,
where clashes between police and
protesters caused seven new injuries.
Anti-Morsy protesters have been
rallying up at the president’s house
since Thursday, where clashes with
the police would inevitably take place.
Tear gas was extensively used to disperse the protesters.
All the injured were moved to
the university hospital in Zagazig,
where their abrasions and bruises
were treated, reported state-owned
Al-Ahram. The Ministry of Health’s
official spokesperson, Ahmed Omar,

stated that security personnel made
up six of those injured; the seventh
being a civilian.
6 April organised a march on Saturday which protested in front of the
Security Directorate, Aya Abu Zeid ,
6 April (Ahmed Maher front) spokesperson in Sharqeya, said. The march
was aimed at denouncing the arrests
which took place Friday.
“Almost 40 were arrested Friday,”
Abu Zeid said, “only some of them
were released Saturday morning.”
Those released included Ahmed
Noor, a 6 April activist.
6 April withdrew from the march
before it approached Morsy’s house in
order to avoid any clashes with security, Abu Zeid said. “Nevertheless, some

independent protesters resumed towards the president’s house.”
The police used teargas on Thursday in an attempt to disperse a protest organised by the 6 April movement (Ahmed Maher front) near
Morsy’s house. Hazem Ibrahim, 6
April coordinator in Sharqeya, said
the attempt backfired as more people joined the protest.
Protesters gathered again near the
president’s house Friday and clashes
resumed. The police blocked all side
streets within the city, Ibrahim stated.
Protesters across Egypt have
voiced their rejection of President
Mohamed Morsy’s latest decisions,
which have led to bloody clashes near
the presidential palace on Wednesday.

Ahmed El-Zend and Abdel Meguid Mahmoud
By Ahmed Aboul Enein

Several political figures, including Hamdeen Sabahy, could face
criminal charges after Prosecutor
General Talaat Abdullah ordered
an investigation into a complaint
against them accusing them of attempting to overturn the ruling
regime.
Other than the Popular Current
leader and third-placed presidential candidate, the complaint lists
Supreme Constitutional Court
Deputy Chairman Tahany Al-Gebali,
Judges’ Club Chairman Ahmed ElZend and former Prosecutor Gen-

eral Abdel Meguid Mahmoud.
Lawyer Mortada Mansour, journalist and former independent
Member of Parliament Mostafa
Bekry, and Shawqi El-Sayed, former
prime minister and presidential
candidate Ahmed Shafiq’s lawyer
are all on the list as well.
Abdullah ordered the North Giza
Attorney General to open investigation into the complaint filed by lawyer Hamed Sadiq that accuses the
listed figures of plotting to overturn
the ruling regime, creating chaos,
sabotaging the country, threatening
citizens and destroying public and
private property.

Sadiq had filed a similar case
previously against Sabahy, El-Zend,
Constitution Party Chairman Mohamed ElBaradei,Wafd Party Chairman El-Sayed El-Badawi and former
Arab League Secretary General
Amr Moussa, accusing them of attempting to overturn the regime
and espionage.
The prosecutor general referred
the case to a State Security prosecution office.
Sadiq had filed a previous lawsuit claiming that former President
Hosni Mubarak was dead and that
the person in prison right now is a
body double.

skull, which proves that he was specifically targeted.”
Abdel Qader got caught up in attempting to save Abu Deif by moving him to the nearest hospital, when
a stranger came and took away the
camera. It was after they arrived at
Al-Zahra’a hospital that he realised
that the camera was missing. Neither
the camera nor the photos on it have
resurfaced.
“Abu Deif spent all his savings to
buy this camera,” Al-Saady said,“Little
did he know that it would be seen as a
weapon which he must be killed for.”
Fathy said that Abu Deif was shot
in an area far away from the clashes.
“He was at the gas station in Khalifa
Al-Ma’moun Street, an area safe from
any clashes.”
Saady said that Abu Deif had received training in maintaining professional safety, adding that Abu Deif was
far from the danger zone at the time
of shooting.
Salem, Abu Deif’s brother, denied
rumours started by some Muslim
Brotherhood members claiming that

Abu Deif was Muslim Brotherhood.
Abu Deif was a leftist Kefaya movement member.
“If he ever protested for Khairat
Al-Shater’s freedom,” Salem said, referring to a prominent Muslim Brotherhood leader who was in jail during
former President Hosni Mubarak’s
rule, “he did it for protecting freedoms and not for the sake of the
Muslim Brotherhood.”
“This is the first assassination attempt targeting a journalist,” Saady
said, “and I don’t think it will be the
last. But I assure you that we will not
be silenced; we will always be where
the news is happening.”
The head of Al-Wattan newspaper’s Alexandria office, Haytham AlShaikh, was also injured in Alexandria
in clashes which erupted near the
governorate building on Friday.
Wednesday’s clashes left at least six
people dead, according to the Ministry of Health. The Muslim Brotherhood’s supreme Guide Mohamed Badie announced on Saturday that eight
of its members were killed.

abu Deif family allege assassination
By Rana Muhammad Taha

Friends of journalist Al-Hosseini
Abu Deif claimed on Sunday that he
was “assassinated” by the Muslim
Brotherhood for documenting the
group’s assaults on protesters during
the Presidential Palace clashes last
Wednesday.
Abu Deif is currently in a coma after being shot during the violence. He
was moved Saturday from Al-Zahra’a
hospital to Al-Qasr Al-Aini; his condition is said to be critical.
“I don’t have a doubt that Abu Deif
was targeted,” Sayed Fathy, human
rights lawyer, said in a press conference held for Abu Deif at the Press
Syndicate on Sunday. “His prominent
role in the January 2011 revolution
and constant presence in Tahrir
Square is the biggest proof.”
Abu Deif was attending a course
on video production on Wednesday
when he received news about the
clashes at the palace, Syndicate board
member Abeer Saady, who also attended the course, said, “he went

there to document what was happening.”
Artist Mahmoud Abdel Qader, a
close friend of Abu Deif, was with him
when he was shot.
“When I met him, he was very
happy with the photos he took of the
clashes, saying he had gathered lots of
evidence incriminating Muslim Brotherhood supporters,” Abdel Qader
said. Abu Deif allegedly took photos
of Brotherhood supporters holding
firearms.
“Just as we were leaving, a new attack started so Abu Deif stayed to
record it,” Abdel Qader said, “I heard
the buzz of the bullet as he fell to the
ground.”
Abdel Qader said that the bullet
came from pro-Morsy demonstrators, adding that all Abu Deif’s injuries
were caused by the shooting. There
are two possible scenarios for the
shooting, Abdel Qader said; either
birdshot fired at close range, or a
handmade firearm shot at mid range.
“In both cases, the shot was very accurate; it was perpendicular on the

Zahra’ Al-Ma’adi detainees released
By Hend Kortam

A group of four young men arrested
in Zahra’a Al-Ma’adi and detained for
several days, were released on bail,
Sunday afternoon.
Late Thursday night, nine young
men were arrested near the headquarters of the Freedom and Justice
Party in Zahra’ Al-Ma’adi. According
to United Press International, angry
protesters burned the front of the
headquarters.
On Saturday five detainees were
released on bail, the rest were ordered to remain in detention for four
days. However, the remaining four
were also released on Sunday afternoon with bail set at EGP 100.
Mohamed Al-Rayes, a lawyer representing the detainees said it is very
unusual when some people indicted
with the same charges are released
but not others.
Al-Rayes said that they were accused
of assaulting the party’s headquarters in
Zahra’a Al-Ma’adi, with one of them of
stealing a chair. Despite the release of all
nine,the charges have not been dropped.
“The police are a party in any situation... these young men are from the
area, seven of them are from Zahra’
Al-Ma’adi and they were picked up
in front of a kiosk, not in front of the
party’s headquarters,” Al-Rayes said.
He added that they are accused of a
misdemeanour, not a felony, meaning
they should have been released earlier.
Fayrouz Omar, the mother of Abed,
one of the four detainees who spent
three nights in detention in the Tora
Camp, said the group was standing
by the headquarters of the party on
Thursday night.
Omar said some of them were chanting peacefully in front of the headquarters, while others were just watching.

Suddenly, a group of people from outside Zahra’ Al Ma’adi came and started
vandalising the party’s headquarters, so
the young men left and went to a kiosk
600 meters away.
“Security showed up, chased them
and arrested them,” Omar said. “This
is what everyone says, including eyewitnesses, people from the kiosk and
even people from the party who said
that these men were chanting but
didn’t vandalise the party,” she added.
“Some of them have taped the events.
If they’ve taped them, then how could
they have taken part in them?” Al-Rayes
said. Omar said, “It is obvious the decision is a political one, not a legal one.”
“Who will compensate me for the
nights my son slept in detention with
criminals?” she said. Al-Rayes said that
he had negotiated with a police official
to move them from Tora to the Ma’adi
police department for precautionary detention. Al-Rayes said, “The man agreed
and said that they are like his children,”
but the official kept them in the camp.
Abed, 19, is a college freshman and
frequently takes part in protests. “He
is a positive young Egyptian.... he never
threw Molotov cocktails... he insists
on the peacefulness of the revolution,
is this what he gets for insisting on
that?” Omar added.
Omar said that there is no transparency from officials.“I feel that I’m part of
a science fiction series,I ask about which
hall in the prosecution he is, they don’t
tell me.They claim that it is for security
purposes. I ask where he will be taken,
they don’t tell me,” she said. Omar
called on Morsy to stick to his word
and protect all peaceful protesters.
The Freedom and Justice Party
is the political wing of the Muslim
Brotherhood. Party offices across
Egypt have come under attack over
the past two weeks.

Al-Hosseini Abu Deif Facebook page

Friends and family of journalist say he was targeted by Muslim Brotherhood

Al-Hosseini Abu Deif is in a coma after being shot during the violence at the
Presidential Palace

Morsy cracks
down on
street vendors
The president passes laws
with new penalties for vendors
By Basil El-Dabh

President Mohamed Morsy used his
legislative powers to pass a law on
Sunday, enacting stricter penalities
against street vendors who violate
the law.
Under the new law, numbered
105/2012, vendors can now be sentenced to six months imprisonment,
be fined up to EGP 5,000 and have
their goods confiscated.
The new measures in prison time
and fines represent a significant jump
from what has been implemented in
the past.
Prior laws stipulate that vendors
sell their goods in designated areas
throughout Cairo. However, many
street vendors operate unlicensed,
often without repercussions.
Egypt’s informal economy stands as
a valuable source of income to many
citizens and accounts for anywhere
between 20 and 50 per cent of the
total economy.
Street vendors are often treated as
undesirable by the government, who
blames them for traffic and congestion problems, especially in downtown Cairo where they station their
stands and carts in Tahrir Square and
Tala’at Harb Street.
There were about five million
street vendors in Egypt prior to the
revolution, but that number has now
jumped to six million according the
Federation for Economic Development Associations (FEDA).

The Cabinet Office case files
What happened a year ago outside the Cabinet Office?
On 16 December, it will be a year since soldiers tried to forcibly disperse a three-week-old
peaceful sit-in outside the Cabinet Office in central Cairo. Five days of clashes followed, during
which 17 protesters were killed and nearly 1,000 injured. Each day this week we bring you the
story of one of the victims and a recommendation to the authorities.

Case # 2 – protesters killed
On December 16, Ahmed Mohamed Mansour Alkotb, a 21-year-old media student and member of
the 6 April Youth Movement, met his cousin at around 4pm just off Tahrir Square. Military forces and
men in plain clothes were throwing objects and Molotov cocktails from the Parliament’s annex buildings
onto protesters. Protesters were throwing stones back but they could not reach them.
The cousins reached Magless El Shaab Street at around 4.30pm. The army shot live ammunition at
them.Ahmed’s cousin saw a man being hit and carried away by others. He ran to safety. He later learned
that the man was his cousin, Ahmed Mohamed Mansour Alkotb. He was shot in the head and had died.

Amnesty International’s recommendation # 2:
In order to deal with this legacy of human rights abuses, the Egyptian authorities should, among
other things:
Ensure that security forces and any other state agencies that exercise law enforcement functions
comply with international standards, by giving clear instructions that force may only be used when
strictly necessary and only to the extent required for performance of their duty, and that lethal force
may only be used when strictly unavoidable in order to protect their lives or the lives of others.
Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 3 million supporters, members and activists
in over 150 countries and territories who campaign to end grave abuses of human rights.
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Opposition
condemns second
decree

Morsy repeals controversial declaration
President issues new declaration and states referendum will be held as scheduled

Egyptian Presidency Office

Continued from page 1

President Morsy (centre) meeting with politicians and Egyptian Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Sheikh Ahmed al-Tayeb (5th from left) to discuss the consitutional crisis
By Connor Molloy

President Mohamed Morsy has repealed his controversial declaration
issued on 21 November.
The repeal came on Saturday night
as part of a new declaration. The 8
December declaration states that all
actions taken in the wake of the 21
November declaration remain valid,
which means that Tala’at Abdallah will
remain as the new prosecutor general.
The new declaration also outlines
the steps that will take place in the
event that the draft constitution is not
passed in the upcoming 15 December
referendum. The declaration states
that a new 100 member constituent
assembly would be elected by popular
vote and charged with drafting a new
constitution.
The 21 November declaration ignited popular protests across Egypt
and its repeal is one of the two main
demands of opposition protesters

taking part in open-ended sit-ins
outside the Presidential Palace and in
Tahrir Square.
The other main demand is the cancelation of the 15 December referendum. In the Saturday evening press
conference when the new declaration was announced, Mohamed Selim
El-Awa, a former Islamist candidate
for president, added that the referendum will go ahead as planned and
that President Morsy does not have
the authority to cancel or postpone
the referendum.
Another article in the new declaration is a clarification of the potential
for new trials for those who committed crimes against the revolution.The
article now states that trials can be
reopened in the event that new evidence comes to light in the cases of
crimes against civilians in the year and
a half after the revolution.
The 8 December declaration concludes by stating that the text is not

subject to judicial review.
Also on Saturday the main opposition coalition, the National Front for
the Salvation of the Revolution, issued
their tenth statement, with a slightly
expanded set of demands.
The coalition is calling for investigations into the violence that took
place last week outside the Presidential Palace, and also called for Morsy
to protect protesters in his role as
commander-in-chief and call off Muslim Brotherhood “militias.”
However, the front’s platform still
rests on the dual demands of the declaration’s repeal and the cancelation
of the referendum.
The announcement came after
Saturday discussions between Morsy
and many of his political and legal allies.This is not the dialogue that many
both inside and outside Egypt had
been calling for. However, an earlier
invitation for dialogue was rejected
by most of the significant opposition

groups. The National Front for the
Salvation of the Revolution stated
“no sane person can accept dialogue
at gunpoint.”
The new declaration itself was not
presented entirely as a sign of compromise, with El-Awa saying this new
iteration “replaced the articles that
caused a lot of misunderstanding.”
El-Awa said the Egyptian people
now have a choice, in less than a
week’s time, between voting for or
against the referendum, at which
point “the country will begin the process of building institutions to achieve
stability.”
The new declaration leaves the
Shura Council, the remaining legislative body in Egypt, vulnerable
to dissolution and while it theoretically allows for the dissolution
of the Constituent Assembly, that
body has already completed its task
of finalising a draft constitution for
referendum.

Judges undecided over referendum

It also pointed to conspiracy theories
of “toppling the regime” as a continuation of the same way of thinking by
a group that “thinks they are able to
monopolise the nation.”
The Popular Current also expressed disappointment in the failure of the president to meet their
minimum demands, which included
completely rescinding all powers of
the first constitutional declaration
and making way for a new Constituent Assembly.
It also held the president accountable for deaths around Tahrir Square
in November and at the Presidential
Palace last week.
“It is no longer possible to accept
the status quo of the Muslim Brotherhood, which is not governed by
law and not subject to the state, and
even attempt to replace state institutions,” said the statement.
“The Popular Current calls to immediately stop the referendum on
the draft constitution, as this is the
only and last resort to overcome the
current crisis.”
The Tagammu Party echoed similar sentiments in a statement calling the Constituent Assembly and
constitution draft “illegitimate” and
called on judges to boycott supervising the referendum.
The party blamed the president
and his party for ignoring public
opinion in an effort to establish a “totalitarian” state that seeks to violate
religious freedoms and the independence of the judiciary.
In his column for independent
newspaper Al-Watan, former liberal MP Amr Hamzawy included
three points for his opposition to

Conditional support from
islamists

Concerns over judiciary’s willingess to surpervise referendum
By Ahmed Aboul Enein

Continued from page 1

Spokesperson of Al-Shaab party of
the Salafi Front,Ahmed Mawlana, said
the declaration represented a road
map for ending any conflicts between
political powers.
He said that most opposition figures lost their credibility for refusing
to negotiate with the presidency.
“They are seeking personal interests, Hamdeen Sabahy (former
presidential candidate) wants
the president removed after the
constitution passes; thinking he
can become the next president.
El-Baradei believes the people
will vote for Islamists which goes
against his plans of westernisation,” Mawlana said.
Sobhi Saleh, prominent member of
the Brotherhood and legal advisor to

the Freedom and Justice Party said
that the president had done everything he could to end the conflict.
“Morsy promised to agree on
whatever compromise they reach.
He showed utmost wisdom and fairness” Saleh said.
He added that the people were
the ones to vote yes in the 19 March
referendum, the ones who elected
the president and who will vote on
the constitution.“Nobody speaks for
the people,” he said.
Shaaban Abdel Aleem, member
of the supreme committee of AlNoor Salafi Party said the declaration came in consensus after the
dialogue between the president and
the opposition.
“The ball is now in the opposition’s court, and their reaction will
expose them to the people” he said.

islamists continue Media City sit-in
Hassan Ibrahim

Enough judges have applied to oversee the constitutional referendum
on 15 December to enable it to go
ahead according to Vice-President
Mahmoud Mekki.
At the Saturday evening press
conference held after President
Mohamed Morsy’s meeting with
the opposition, Mekki said he personally ensured that enough judges
had applied. Some judges had offered to do it for free, he added.
Mekki said there was no problem
in terms of judges overseeing the
referendum and that even if there
were a shortage, the referendum
could be held over several days to
ensure judicial oversight over all
ballot boxes.
Abdullah Fathy, deputy chairman
of the Court of Cassation and the
national Judges’ Club, denied there
were enough judges available to
oversee the referendum, however.
“There is an attempt to overstep
the will of most judges in not overseeing the referendum and deceive
the people who will decide whether or not to participate based on
the existence of judicial oversight,”
said Fathy.
He accused those in power of
making it hard for judges to reject
overseeing the referendum. Fathy
said the prosecutor general had
conducted a poll of judges and
found that at least 95 per cent
were against overseeing the vote.
He also insisted that all those
against overseeing the referendum
state their opposition in writing to
the Supreme Elections Committee
within 72 hours.
“If only five to seven per cent of
judges agree to oversee the referendum then it should be they who
have to send written requests and
not the other way round,” said Fathy.
Fathy added that the Supreme
Elections Committee turned off its
fax machines so that judges could

negotiations that took place at the
palace. Firstly he demanded that the
referendum be postponed and the
timeframe for the process of ratifying a constitution, which many have
claimed to be rushed, be reconsidered.
Secondly, he rejected the president’s approach in his address, which
did not condemn the Muslim Brotherhood for the violence and deaths
that took place.
Thirdly, he disapproved of the
president’s failure to reconstruct
the Constituent Assembly to make
it more representative.
The 6 April Youth Movement
(democratic front) Spokesman
Mohamed Youssef said President
Morsy’s stubbornness would lead
him to the “same fate as Mubarak.”
In a statement, Youssef said allowing
the constitutional referendum to
proceed as planned was in the interests of the Muslim Brotherhood.
He said 6 April rejected both constitutional declarations and would
continue its sit-in, calling for the
cancellation of the referendum and
the reformation of the Constituent
Assembly.
He added that there was still nothing being done to bring justice to
those who had died.
Al-Dostour Party announced its
intention to continue marches to
the Presidential Palace in Heliopolis,
scheduled for Sunday afternoon, to
voice opposition to the Constituent
Assembly and the proposed constitution that is scheduled to be up for
referendum on 15 December.
The Constituent Assembly, AlDostour Party claims, “resulted in
a false constitution that only represents the ruling party.”

Vice-President Mahmoud Mekki said that enough judges have applied to oversee the constitutional referendum
(File photo)

not send official requests to be removed from overseeing the referendum and asked them to present
personal written requests.
“Does it make any sense that
10,000 judges have to present the
committee with requests to be excused from overseeing the referendum?” asked Fathy.
“Most judges and prosecutors
are insistent on their position to
boycott the referendum, and the
minority who were against boycotting changed their mind after the
violence at the palace,” he added.
The Judges’ Club had announced
it would not oversee the referendum unless Morsy rescinded his 22
November constitutional decree.

Although he did so on Saturday, he
replaced the decree with another.
The club is scheduled to hold a
press conference on Tuesday announcing its final position on overseeing the referendum following
the new developments.
Several prominent judges have
called on their fellows to end the
strike and oversee the referendum.
Al-Minya Judges’ Club Chairman
Ahmed Soliman asked Al-Minya
judges to oversee the referendum.
“I call on judges of Al-Minya to
oversee the referendum now that
the president has rescinded the
constitutional decree, which is
what we have been demanding,”
said Soliman.

Morsy’s initial constitutional decree allowed him to dismiss the
prosecutor general and appoint a
new one. It also placed his decisions
above judicial review and protected
the Constituent Assembly tasked
with drafting a new constitution
and parliament’s upper house, the
Shura Council, from court dissolutions. This alienated the judiciary
and led judges to announce a general court strike and their intention to boycott the constitution
referendum.
The president revoked his decree on Saturday but said that
its effects would remain in place,
meaning the new prosecutor general would remain in office.

Continued from page 1

Elias said Morsy’s new constitutional
declaration is considered a concession that they reject. However, he
asserted that they would accept the
declaration only if it reached a national consensus.
Ahmed Abdullah, a Salafi member
participating in the sit-in, said he is
here to express his refusal to the
media policy employed by most TV
channels and newspapers, “They are
showing only one side of the story
and igniting violence against our legitimate president.We cannot accept
this anymore.”
Abdullah added that demonstrators agreed on continuing their sit-in
until the draft constitution is adopted, “By then, we would have powerful state institutions able to prevent
these corrupt media figures by law.”
Ahmed Abu Ziad, member of AlShaab party, asserted that they abided
by Abu Ismail’s call because he always

had a correct vision of political situations, adding that Abu Ismail has come
to Media Production City every night
to support the demonstrators.
Another member of Al-Shaab party, Abu Mosaab, claimed there are attempts to assassinate Morsy, asserting
that they have plans for every possible
scenario, “If those seculars attacked
Itihadiya palace or elected President
Morsy, we would be ready for anything.” When asked if armed response
is on their list of plans, Abu Mosaab
said, “Everything is possible.”
Mostafa Abdel Moneim, a member
of the Salafi calling, said the Media Production City represents the source of
evil in Egypt. He explained that most
of the TV shows broadcast from inside the city are attempting to show
Islamists as terrorists endangering the
state,“In a matter of fact, we are here
to protect legitimacy, while liberals
and old regime remnants are attempting to topple the president elected by
13 million Egyptians.”
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president of Un general assembly in Cairo

FJp launches referendum campaign
Website encourages people to vote ‘yes’

Vuk Jeremić (left) meets Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohamed Amr

pM meets with nubians
Prime Minister Hesham Qandil held a
meeting with a delegation of Nubians
to discuss issues facing the Nubian
community. On Saturday Qandil announced a package of development
deals for the Upper Egyptian community. However, many prominent
Nubians were not aware the meeting
even took place.
The meeting outlined plans and
devoted funding for housing units,
land acreage, and assistance for agriculture cooperatives in the Nubian
community.
In conversations with Nubian
activist Fatma Emam, the chairman
of the Egyptian Nubian Association
for Lawyers, Mounir Bashir, and
Nubian member of the Constituent Assembly, Manal El-Tibi, all said
they had heard nothing about such
a meeting.
This is typical according to Nubian
lawyer head Mounir Bashir, “This is
the same as what was done during
the Mubarak regime.The government
meets with a few people and comes
up with rash decisions.”

Bashir said that it is important
to remember that there are also
Nubian “remnants” and these
members of the old guard used to
serve as token Nubian representatives that made decisions without
a legitimate mandate to speak on
behalf of the minority.
Bashir also pointed out that this
was a strange time for such a meeting.
“They are holding this meeting while
the country is on fire,” said Bashir, “if
this was not the case we would have
gone to protest such a meeting.”
Nubians have long been taking part
in the recent anti-government protests. In October Nubians protested
outside Abdeen Palace demanding the
return of Nubian lands and then took
part in an Aswan governorate sit-in
that attempted to oust governor Mostafa Al-Sayed.
There is also Nubian dissatisfaction with the current draft of the
constitution up for referendum.
Manal El-Tibi quit the Constituent
Assembly in protest in September
with a letter that read,“The new constitution and system do not carry any
sign of fairness, with all of its impov-

erished segments of society, including my generous family in Al-Nuba,
who honoured me by nominating me
for assembly membership.”
Nubian activist Fatma Emam said
the vocabulary of the constitution
makes her feel like a partial citizen
because she is not of Arab ethnicity.
The Egyptian Nubian Association
for Lawyers has drafted two laws
that Bashir said would be much more
productive for the achievement of
Nubian rights than the high minded
pledges the government continues
to make.
“One law would guarantee the
Nubian right of return to their
lands, the other would be the creation of a High Committee for Development.” This committee would
guarantee that government pledges
were carried out in the interest of
the Nubian community.
The state information service said
a team of ministers will travel to Aswan to discuss issues with Nubians
in that community. It also stated that
Saturday’s meeting was attended by
the ministers of finance, housing, agriculture, and media.

Ministry of Foreign affairs denies encouraging ‘yes’ vote
By Joel Gulhane

The Ministry of Foreign affairs denied
claims that the Egyptian embassy in Riyadh published a statement encouraging
Egyptian citizens in Saudi Arabia to vote
in favour of the proposed constitution.
Images of what appear to be official leaflets with statement “Yes to
the constitution” have been circulated through social networking sites.

Spokesperson for the ministry
Amr Roshdy said “some groups of
the Egyptian community have printed
a statement and put the name of the
embassy on it claiming it had the embassy’s consent for its content, forging
scandalous claims.”
Roshdy pointed out, “the Egyptian consulate in Riyadh previously
issued a statement warning citizens
of political activities in violation of

Screenshot of the FJP “Egypt’s constitution 2012” website
By Nouran El-Behairy

The Freedom and Justice party (FJP)
has launched a campaign titled,“With
the constitution the wheel of production will spin.”
The campaign aims to encourage
people to take part in the constitutional referendum scheduled for 15
December, and vote “Yes”.
This is to continue building state institutions, encourage production and
achieve stability and development, according to FJP portal.
As part of the campaign, the website Egypt’s Constitution 2012 was
launched to encourage questions and
suggestions regarding the constitution.
On the website you can read the
draft constitution, download it or listen to an audio version.
It also offers promotional materials for download and print, numerical
facts about the constitution, answers
for frequently asked questions and
reasons to vote yes in the referendum.

On the other hand, the Popular
Campaign to raise Awareness on the
Constitution announced a panel discussion on Monday about why political and civil groups reject the constitution.
“The panel will discuss the articles
that caused a dispute among civil
powers” Hassan Kamal the general
coordinator of the campaign told
state news agency MENA.
The panel will also tackle the main
contents of the constitution; the
rights, duties, state institutions and
basic principles of a democratic constitution.
The panel will be hosted by the
Egyptian Democratic Institute, a
youth organisation supporting democracy, human rights and freedom
of speech.
The Constituent Assembly had
previously launched a campaign
called Know Your Constitution to
gather suggestions from during the
drafting process.

Human rights experts weigh in on
new declaration

Nubian representatives continue to be critical of government
By Connor Molloy

stressed “Egypt’s commitment to the
common African position in this regard and the need to lift the historical
injustice, the reality of which is that
the continent is the only geographical
bloc not represented in the permanent membership of the council.”
Amr also thanked Jeremić for general assembly’s “efforts to facilitate
the adoption of the decision to upgrade the status of Palestine in the UN
to a non-member state.” He added
that there will be “continued support
for the UN’s efforts to help the Palestinian people and to achieve a twostate solution and end illegal Israeli
actions, including the settlements and
the siege of Gaza.”
The pair also discussed “Egyptian
efforts to convene an international
conference on a Middle East free of
nuclear weapons and weapons of
mass destruction.”Amr asserted that
Egypt “maintains the need to hold the
conference and rejects the arguments
put forward to justify it not being
held.” The conference was due to be
held this year but was cancelled by
the organisers (the UN, United States,
Britain and Russia) because they felt
that the states of the region had not
come to an agreement on the terms
of the conference. Both the foreign
ministry and the Arab League pointed
the finger at Israel, which was alleged
to be uncooperative in the matter.
State owned news agency MENA
reported that Jeremić also met with
President Mohamed Morsy and Prime
Minister Hesham Qandil.

Mixed reactions as freedoms remain under threat
By Hend Kortam

A new constitutional declaration has
evoked differing responses from human rights experts.
Haggag Nael, Director of the Arab
Programme for Human Rights Activists, said that the president is simply
circumventing the demands of the
people, and civil and revolutionary
groups. Nael says that the effects of
the previous declaration remain in
place, “on the political ground, everything is as it is,” he said.
Article 1 of the new declaration states
that the 21 November constitutional
declaration is cancelled but its practical
consequences will not be reversed.
Nael explained that this means the
dismissal of the prosecutor general
and the retrials of people implicated
in killing protesters under the former
regime, remain in place.These retrials
are set to happen under a new law,
the Revolution Protection Law, which
also remains in place.
“That is why it is circumvention,
the declaration itself does not exist

anymore but all its effects are still
in place,” he said. Nael feels that
the president is trying to please the
Muslim Brotherhood, rather than
the people.
“[The president] offered no concessions and this is an indicator that the
crisis is entering a new phase. We do
not know where it will lead,” Nael said.
Heba Morayef, Director of Human
Rights Watch Egypt Director, said that
the new declaration revokes Articles
2 and 6 of the 21 November declaration, the most concerning two articles
from a legal perspective.
The previous decree stated in Article 2 that the president’s decisions
since he came to power are final and
not subject to appeal.Article 6, stated
that the president can take necessary
measures, within the law, if he feels
that there is a threat to the nation or
the revolution.
“Even though it has not solved the
political crisis and it has not postponed the referendum so that there
is real dialogue with the opposition...
one of the opposition’s demands was

responded to,” Morayef said.The new
declaration spells out the two possible scenarios that will be followed,
based on the results of the 15 December referendum on the constitution.
Mohamed Lotfy, researcher at
Amnesty International Mena Programme also feels that the new declaration offers a somewhat positive
step because the previous one “put
the president above the law by making his decisions final.”
However, Lotfy said that he fears
that the Revolution Protection Law
could be used to limit freedoms. It
gives the new prosecutor general
the right to keep people in precautionary detention for up to six
months for crimes like insulting the
president or publishing false news,
in addition to crimes like disrupting
traffic. Lotfy said that this makes it
possible to use the law to suppress
protesters or the press.
The 8 December declaration was
read out in a late Saturday night press
conference after dialogue between
many public figures.

egyptian protester detained in new york

local law. The Egyptian consul general in Riyadh met with community
leaders to specifically to encourage
them on this.”
The referendum for Egyptian expats was scheduled to be held over
four days starting on 8 December but
has been postponed until 12 December. Many diplomats have said that
they will refuse to oversee the referendum process.
Daily News Egypt

The Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohamed Amr has criticised the United
Nations security council during a
meeting with Vuk Jeremić, president
of the UN general assembly.
According to a statement released
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Jeremić and Amr met on Saturday
evening and discussed a number of
topics including the UN security
council, Palestinian statehood and
the recently postponed conference
on creating a weapons free zone in
the Middle East.
In the statement, a spokesperson
for the ministry, Amr Roshdy, reported that during their meeting Amr informed Jeremić of “the importance
Egypt attaches to the active role of
the UN general assembly... in keeping
international peace and security... despite attempts by the security council
to weaken the mandate of the assembly.”
The security council has been
criticised over the Syrian crisis. As
permanent members of the council,
both China and Russia have used their
vetoes to block resolutions to place
sanctions on the Syrian government.
Criticism has most recently been expressed by Secretary General of the
Arab League Nabil El Araby and British Foreign Minister William Hague.
Amr and Jeremić also discussed
efforts to reform the security council and to “expand the membership
of the council.” The foreign minister

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Facebook page

By Joel Gulhane

Freedom and Justice Party

Foreign minister criticises Un secUrity coUncil

abdel Rehim Court Challenge
As well as in New York, an anti-Morsy protest march took place in Washington DC

Cairo (MENA) - Egypt’s Administrative Court chose this coming Tuesday
as the day to hear a challenge put forth
by Gamal ‘Abd Al-Rahim regarding
the Shura Council’s recent decision
to fire and replace him as editor of
the national newspaper,The Republic,
with Al-Sayyid Al-Baba.
Rahim stated that, “The Shura
Council’s latest decision violates
every law it was founded upon, particularly the law governing the High

Council of Journalists’ role in appointing editors of national newspapers.”
‘Abd Al-Rahim stated that the Shura
Council’s decision ignores two previous
rulings made by theAdministrative court
nullifying the former’s decision calling for
Rahim to take a leave of absence, made
just before their most recent decision
asking him to step down as editor of
The Republic. He stated that the Council’s decision to replace him with Al-Baba
was unilateral and illegitimate.

Rahim added that the decision to
nominate him as the editor of The
Republic on 8 August of last year, required that he serve one three year
term before being brought up for review to be nominated to serve a second term. He said that that the ruling
did not grant the Shura Council the
power to fire him or the editor of any
other national newspaper, although it
did give them the power to appoint
new editors.

By Joel Gulhane

A woman protesting against the Muslim
Brotherhood and President Mohamed
Morsy in New York was detained on
Saturday night.
Salma Abu El-Maged was ejected
from a talk given by Essam El-Erian in
New York, after she began chanting
against Morsy.
After the talk was over and El-Eri-

an was leaving the building, El-Maged,
accompanied by a small group of
protesters chanted “down with the
brotherhood.” Another man shouted “those people are killing our people in Egypt. They are killers.”
Members of the New York Police
Department then proceeded to handcuff El-Meged.She shouted“I have every
right to protest.This is my constitutional right.I am anAmerican citizen.”As she

was being put in to the police car she
screamed,“shame on you.”
Brotherhood member and Freedom and Justice Party Vice Chairman
El-Erian was in NewYork with a delegation from the Arab Parliament and took
part in a hearing regarding the United
Nation’s role in conflict resolution and
peace building in the Middle East.
El Maged was released later on Saturday night.

Business

lower income,
higher prices

By Mohamed SalahEldin

Mohamed Omar

Analysts deny relationship between Sunday’s market rise and political events

tion of the Revolution was not included in the negotiations.
On the losses that the stock market suffered over the last two weeks,
Morad said “there are no technical
reasons for the bad performance of
the market, it can all be explained
by the political atmosphere, the lack
of transparency and clear vision.” To
get out of this crisis, the expert said
“Egypt is a big country and can’t rise
without the efforts of all its children,

there’s no single party that can handle
the responsibility on his own, and we
have to stand together.”
On the yet-to-be-launched FTSE
Pan African Index, the analyst said this
is merely a formality and has no effect on the market, he explained:”the
African countries don’t have a considerable weight in the investment
markets.”
Hisham Tawfik, chairman of Arabia
Online Brokerage said he was as-

AFP Photo

By Nasser Youssef

tonished by the performance of the
market, “this is the second times this
happens, with no justification, all the
news is bad.”
For Tawfik the political dialogue that
took place on Saturday was not enough
to explain the rise in the market.
“To get out of the crisis two things
need to be done” he said, the first is to
reconcile the split that divides society,
and the second is for the government
to produce a clear economic plan.

Standard & Poor’s warns of Egypt’s credit rating being downgraded again

tional framework and the quality of
laws governing their actions.
However, he also pointed out that
Egypt’s public banks, and banking in
the Arab world in general, lacks the
competitive edge needed to compete
in world markets.
On a positive note, Hardy pointed
out that the majority of the money
deposited in public Egyptian banks
has come from inside the country. A
fact that has made them well able to
weather and withstand changes in the
world market, seeing as the private
sector has not been highly involved in
the affairs of these banks. On the other
hand, these banks are very susceptible
to changing political and economic circumstances occurring inside of Egypt.A

general lack of transparency has come
to characterise much of the Egyptian
economy, which could have a negative
effect on the nation’s banking sector.
Egypt’s Credit Rating could improve in the following years if the
country’s political situation stabilises.
However, any further deterioration in
the country’s political or economic
affairs could threaten Egypt’s reputation with investors.
Hardy said that Egypt’s current B rating means that it is capable of addressing
its fiscal issues and stated that the S&P
is optimistic about the prospects for an
improvement in the Egyptian economy.
He predicted a rise in Egypt’s GDP from
1.5 per cent to either 3 or 4 per cent,
however, he also pointed out that such

an increase would be contingent on a
rise in tourism.
Many opportunities exist for Egypt
to continue doing business with the
region’s rising Islamic banks. However,
such institutions make up only 5 per
cent of the Egyptian banking sector
and their combined assets make up
only 15 per cent of the market.
S&P expects to see a gradual rise
in the number of institutions doing
business in Egypt, particularly Islamic
banking, but they are still waiting to
see how things play out in the future.
Hardy stated that the government
should increase its support for Islamic
companies and organisations within
the country, who are currently facing challenges providing services to
their customers. He added that there
existed a general need in Egypt to
open up new markets and provide
more economic opportunities to
larger slices of the country’s population. He reinforced the need for the
government and investors to reach an
agreement on laws and methods for
monitoring progress in the country’s
banking sector, and that the laws governing Islamic banking should be the
standard for all banks in Egypt.

Daily EGX30 index performance
Company
Name
Commercial Bank
NSGB
Ezz Steel
ELSWEDY ELECTRIC
MRRIDIVE
AIC Contracting
Amer Group Holding
EK Holding
EFG-Hermes
Pioneers Holding
Citadel Capital
Raya Holding
Telecom Egypt
Orascom Telecom Media And Technology
Orascom Telecom
Sidi Kerir Petrochemicals
Egyptian Financial and Industrial
AMOC
Juhayna Food Industries
Orascom Construction Industries (OCI)
Delta Construction & Rebuilding
Modern Co. For Water Proofing
Palm Hills
TMG Holding
National Real Estate Bank
Six of October
El Kahera Housing & Development
Arab Cotton Ginning
Oriental Weavers
Egyptian Tourism Resorts

electricity, and three piastres per
kilowatt of electricity.
Real estate is to be taxed 10 per
cent from the annual building rent,
which is to come into effect by July
2013.
Malek Adly, a human rights lawyer, describes these amendments as
“Madness.”
He told Daily News Egypt that
the difference between a thug and a
government, is that the former takes
money from you to guarantee safety,
but the latter gives you safety represented in “rights” and then robs
them in the form of “taxes.”
Adly said that these decisions are
not to shore up the general budget deficit, but to fulfil the agenda of the IMF.
“ Morsy has many ways to manage
the general budget deficit, like closing all corruption files, reducing the
budget of the ministry of interior,
imposing taxes on products for the
wealthy and on electricity for largescale industries” said Adly.

Continued from page 1

egypt’s credit rating at risk further devaluation
Countries such as Egypt, who currently have a B rating, need three years
before their credit rating can improve
Egypt’s credit rating could be downgraded once again if the country’s
political situation does not improve,
warned Nicholas Hardy, a representative from the Standard and Poor’s
Credit Rating (S&P).
He added that many countries, including Egypt, who currently have a B
rating, will require three years before
they can re-apply to raise their rating
to the level of “BB”.
S&P employs several methods in
determining a country’s credit rating, including assessing its general
economic environment and its ability
to withstand certain indicators and
problems such as those witnessed
in Egypt. The extent to which private
banks are exposed to danger in addition to what measures countries have
taken in order to address these issues,
are also taken into account.
Egypt’s banks are currently exposed to a series of dangers related
to lending and other issues, such as
the establishment of a sound institu-

Reuters
Code

Sector

COMI
NSGB
ESRS
SWDY
MOIL
AIND
AMER
EKHO
HRHO
PIOH
CCAP
RAYA
ETEL
OTMT
ORTE
SKPC
EFIC
AMOC
JUFO
OCIC
DCRC
WATP
PHDC
TMGH
NRPD
OCDI
ELKA
ACGC
ORWE
EGTS

Banks
Banks
Basic Resources
Industrial Goods and Services and Automobiles
Industrial Goods and Services and Automobiles
Financial Services excluding Banks
Financial Services excluding Banks
Financial Services excluding Banks
Financial Services excluding Banks
Financial Services excluding Banks
Financial Services excluding Banks
Technology
Telecommunications
Telecommunications
Telecommunications
Chemicals
Chemicals
Oil and Gas
Food and Beverage
Construction and Materials
Construction and Materials
Construction and Materials
Real Estate
Real Estate
Real Estate
Real Estate
Real Estate
Personal and Household Products
Personal and Household Products
Travel & Leisure
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unexplained upturn in the market
Despite the current political crisis
and the ongoing protests, the stock
market’s benchmark index EGX 30
moved up 213 points to close the
session on Sunday at 5,052 points.
Among the traded stocks, 127
achieved gains, while 19 suffered losses, the market authority suspended
the trade on 60 stocks after they rose
beyond the limit of five per cent.
On whether this was a breakthrough in the market, Ossama
Morad, CEO at Arab Finance Brokerage said “we hope so, even if we
can’t explain this boost, there are no
understandable reasons,” he talked
about some inside information that
some people may have used to mislead investors, he called upon the
stock market authority to monitor
all the operations that happened in
the last two weeks.
Morad denied any relation between what happened in the market
Sunday and the political dialogue that
took place the day before, “this was
a monologue,” he said,” a dialogue
should be between two parties.
“If the people who met yesterday had
any popular influence, how come we still
see so many protestors in the street?”
The National Front for the Salva-
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Last Close
Price Price

Returns
Daily Performance Turn Over Volume Market Cap.
Daily YTD 12-Mths. Max. Price Min. Price (EGP Mill.) Trade (EGP Mill.)

34.2
36.84
8.42
20.40
1
0.44
0.69
1.07
10.12
3.84
3.18
4.56
12.7
0.52
3.58
12.30
8.94
73.50
6.22
235.00
5.67
1.60
2.02
3.92
17.58
17.70
5.36
3.23
22.4
0.90

5.87%
4.13%
4.28%
-0.15%
3.06%
4.65%
6.06%
2.86%
2.83%
4.89%
5.33%
3.36%
4.02%
4.00%
3.18%
2.49%
3.82%
5.12%
2.25%
5.22%
3.63%
3.18%
4.64%
3.12%
3.74%
4.19%
3.47%
4.46%
4.93%
3.37%

34.45
36.80
8.52
20.52
1.01
0.45
0.70
1.08
10.17
3.86
3.16
4.62
12.69
0.52
3.57
12.36
8.97
73.66
6.35
235.03
5.71
1.62
2.03
3.97
17.47
17.66
5.36
3.28
22.14
0.92

84.22%
81.19%
128.42%
-1.06%
-16.43%
-13.46%
27.27%
10.20%
1.60%
73.87%
23.92%
32.76%
-3.94%
50.61%
106.55%
3.78%
0.67%
10.04%
62.82%
16.84%
-25.75%
-29.57%
86.24%
34.12%
-10.96%
121.58%
38.14%
55.45%
-20.08%
9.52%

52.98%
59.86%
71.08%
-8.80%
-26.35%
-18.18%
4.48%
0.93%
-6.35%
44.57%
7.12%
17.86%
-8.77%
50.61%
106.55%
-0.08%
-11.63%
14.38%
48.71%
11.99%
-34.29%
-31.93%
58.59%
10.89%
-24.83%
66.29%
19.11%
30.16%
-22.09%
-4.17%

34.97
37.02
8.72
21.92
1.02
0.46
0.72
1.09
10.27
4.00
3.23
4.70
12.75
0.53
3.59
12.42
9.09
73.95
6.60
238.50
5.83
1.66
2.09
4.10
18.00
18.20
5.45
3.36
22.40
0.95

33.78
36.20
8.33
20.34
0.99
0.44
0.60
1.07
10.07
3.77
3.10
4.55
12.55
0.51
3.51
12.28
8.70
73.00
6.20
230.50
5.63
1.59
1.96
3.90
17.18
17.25
5.26
3.14
20.55
0.90

41.04
3.458
10.20
1.309
1.82
2.251
5.47
0.902
5.74
6.123
6.97
0.799
5.83
9.760
6.52
1.747
2.01
1.982
1.42
15.261
0.26
0.597
22.81
6.893
0.80
3.292
1.03
3.400
0.01
1.887

1,191,155
93,984
1,197,385
63,795
294,005
5,012,886
7,838,438
135,978
564,031
1,585,633
2,203,211
172,999
459,687
18,800,160
1,824,974
141,374
224,137
26,905
223,242
64,931
45,520
368,545
11,234,449
1,734,951
45,729
186,360
192,645
1,037,327
600
2,041,678

19,433.78
15,674.56
4,438.48
4,591.24
351.23
229.89
2,006.20
881.26
4,730.34
1,840.00
1,961.16
287.08
20,826.27
2,622.85
18,150.09
6,331.50
598.77
6,033.03
4,384.59
46,672.66
127.31
160.14
2,033.74
7,944.71
65.72
1,536.96
485.63
850.36
1,899.00
934.50

The amendments to stamp duty
include credit facilities and loans.
Moreover, the law divides the stamp
duty imposed on advertisements
into segments, and for the first time
it includes obituaries and election
campaigns.
Advertisements that costs below
EGP 1 million will be taxed 10 per
cent, between EGP 1 million and
EGP 25 million will be taxed 15 per
cent, while those costing over EGP
25 million will pay a 12 per cent
stamp duty.
The amendment also imposed a
90 piaster tax on all governmental clearances, and three pounds
on licenses issued by administrative authorities. Taxes imposed on
nightclubs, cinemas and theatres
have been raised from EGP 300 to
EGP 1,000 annually.
The decree included a three
pound annual charge on water and

new taxes on mobile phone services
The government has increased the tax
on the mobile service to 18 per cent,
cancelling the previous suggestions of
one piaster per minute and SMS taxes.
The new tax also includes an EGP
25 tariff on every sim card sold, as
stipulated in the ministerial decree
that was published in the official gazette on Sunday.
Zeyad Morad, a Mobinil executive said the company cannot bear
any taxes since the profit margin is
already narrow, hence, the new taxes
will be borne by the subscriber, “the

sales taxes are paid by the customer in
any country, the role of the company
is to merely collect it,” he added.
At the time of writing Etisalat Egypt
has not issued any statements, as it
waits for the outcome of the director’s meeting. Ahmed Kamal, media
relations officer at Etisalat said the
issue has many complicated details,
such as whether the transfer from
one company to another will be considered as a new subscription, and if
the reactivation of inoperative lines
will be subject to the proposed tariff.

KidZania® Cairo offers jobs to 250
egyptian talents
A sum of 250 Egyptian talents has been chosen by KidZania® Cairo, the
award-winning children’s edutainment city, to join its team for the project set
to open early in 2013.
Tarek Zidan, KidZania® Egypt Governor said that the talent show targets
the artists aged between 18 and 24 years old, who are talented in painting or
TV presenting or show creation and directing, to give them the opportunity
to work at KidZania® with the kids and enjoying their talents at the same time.
Markets
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commentary

Disclaimer: Commentaries published
by Daily News Egypt do not reflect the
position of the paper,but the independent
opinions of their authors.

“millioneya” marches and morsy’s (old) declaration
amr al-Shobaki
Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper
a president for the whole group

President Morsy’s [second to] last
public speech reflected the wide
gap between the mentality of Egyptians and the Muslim Brotherhood,
Al-Shobaki argues. Morsy exploited
those injured and killed in the revolution to issue a constitutional declaration that violated the basic principles
of democracy. The columnist argues
this is not limited to one wrong decision made by Morsy. It is rather his
attempt to dominate almost all the
country’s institutions, including the
judiciary. Al-Shobaki denounces the
Muslim Brotherhood’s manipulative
sacking of the ex-prosecutor general
via the 21 November constitutional
declaration.
According to Al-Shobaki, the last
declaration contributed to Morsy’s
detachment from Egypt’s other institutions. He has failed to persuade
revolutionary groups that his decrees
really defend the 25 January revolution and its goals. Comparing the situation to the Mubarak era, the writer

Before President mohamed morsy had issued a new constitutional
declaration to repeal his old one, columnists continued to analyse the
“million-man” marches that were organised in front of the presidential
palace. other writers denounced morsy’s authoritarian approach in
curtailing the judiciary.

states that although the former president has stepped down, all the country’s institutions remain loyal to him.
Morsy, on the contrary, has disrupted
the work of almost all the country’s
major establishments, although the
people elected him.Al-Shobaki asks if
Morsy will remain steadfast amid the
‘peaceful’ marches organised against
him in front of the presidential palace.
Or if he will be wise enough to back
off, even if that conflicts with the desires of his Islamist group? Only time
will tell, he says.
helmy al-Gazzar
Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper
luck comes to those who deserve it

There is no doubt that the constitutional declaration has caused ex-

treme polarisation between political
groups, Al-Gazzar states. The streets
have become a battleground for Islamists versus non-Islamists. However, throughout the difficult past
few days, Al-Gazzar recognises the
presidency’s efforts to end the turmoil. Vice-President Mahmoud Mekky has postponed the constitutional
referendum for Egyptian expatriates
and implied that the referendum in
Egypt could possibly be delayed as
well. Before Morsy met political and
legal experts for a dialogue session,
Mekky eased the situation by stating
that the president might issue a new
constitutional declaration to repeal
his old one to end the growing division in the country.
Al-Gazzar acknowledges the presidency’s initiatives to solve the crisis
and believes that the turn has now
come for opposition groups to take
steps forward with Morsy.The writer
calls on the National Front for the Salvation of the Revolution to make the
most of this opportunity to lead the
country to a safe harbour. Al-Gazzar
says that Egypt has previously managed to overcome harder situations
and has paid a high price to history.
Egyptians should now repeat their
historic achievements to save the nation, Al-Gazzar concludes.

Fro m T h E oT h Er S i d E

overthrow la vache
qui rit

“La vache qui rit cheese you dogs,
traitors and American agents!”
cried a young Muslim Brotherhood supporter while holding a
box of processed cheese, evidence
of the act of treason committed
by those protesting outside the
Presidential Palace last Thursday.
This came after he and his ‘brothers’ had successfully driven out
all those protesting the Constitutional Declaration and its upcoming referendum.
Before the publicised seizure of
a box of La vache qui rit cheese,
this site had previously been the
scene of a bloody battle that had
lasted hours and resulted in seven
people being killed and 600 more
wounded.
I quickly returned home, and
poured through my kitchen and
refrigerator shelves searching for
any evidence of the existence of
La vache qui rit cheese, although
I only found some white cheese
and a piece of rumi. Without
thinking, I put the cheeses in a
plastic bag and left my house to
dispose of the evidence. However, the residue on my fingertips
in itself could still be enough to
incriminate me...True it wasn’t
residue from La vache cheese,
but who could know?! If possessing La vache cheese is enough to
label someone an agent of America, then surely white and rumi
cheese could land me in jail for
being a Greek or Cypriot spy!
I thought to myself: “The future
of our country is in danger; rich
and poor children alike are carrying evidence of their parents’
treason in their school lunch bags,
some eating La vache, while others are still experimenting with
other, lesser forms of imported
cheese. Thank God for those
Muslim Brothers who are here to

save our children from eventually
reaching the stage of eating La
vache cheese.”
It is impossible to deny one’s
nationality and one should never
be fooled by the purported ‘good
intentions’ of those who seek
to import foreign objects. While
some things can be forgiven, eating La vache cheese simply cannot.
According to the cadres of
the Muslim Brotherhood, there
exists no difference between La
vache cheese that is broken up
into quarters and that broken up
into thirds, except for perhaps, the
rank of the person who possesses
the cheese.
For that reason, Mohamed
Morsy, our legitimately elected
president, has made it clear that
defending the rule of law will not
just fall on the shoulders of our
nation’s military and police, but
also on those of every citizen of
Egypt. Thousands have therefore
poured onto the streets to defend
democracy from those in possession of the cheese, protesting in
front of the Presidential Palace
while seeking to chip away at the
legitimacy of our nation’s executive branch.
Thankfully,
supporters
of
our president have successfully
cleansed the area surrounding his
palace of all American agents and
foreign cheese. True, six people
died and hundreds more were injured in the process, however it
was a battle to defend the sanctity
of our nation and therefore was,
and still is, justified.
The cleansing process was not
just limited to those in possession
of the cheese, but also their families. They must make an example
of them. Punishment, retribution,
torture, capture and rape await all
who even think of eating La vache,
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G amal Ei d
thus betraying the nation and denying our government’s legitimacy.
Naturally, supporters of our
president were shocked when certain elements of the media spoke
out against them and their quest to
defend the country. Did those who
marched hundreds of miles from
provinces all over Egypt, armed with
boxes of fuul and La vache, to surround the Presidential Palace and
threaten our nation’s security not
get what they deserved? Should our
president’s supporters instead have
sat around and waited for the Interior Ministry or Egyptian Security
Forces to arrest and torture those
individuals? Why don’t our country’s
media outlets appreciate the noble
nature of those struggling to fight
against the infiltration of La vache
cheese into Egyptian society?
I am convinced that the issue
is even bigger than previously
expected. La vache cheese has
become simply a means, with the
eventual end being to target the
constitutional declaration. For
that reason, I support all those
who seek to ban its import and I
hope to see Al-Qaeda target and
destroy La vache cheese factories
throughout the world.
La vache cheese is not the answer.
Gamal Eid is a human rights lawyer
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and Mohamed Mahmoud Street have
now turned into a phenomenon
extending to the gates of the Presidential Palace. To Hussein, they bear
an uncomfortable parallel to similar
barriers that accompanied sectarian
conflicts in Lebanon and Iraq; a fate
Hussein does not wish to see re-enacted here, especially given the current unprecedented level of political
and sectarian tension.

Emad al-din hussein
Al-Shorouk Newspaper
Barricades and barbed wire

ahmed al-Sawi
Al-Shorouk Newspaper
on crystal clear righteousness

Hussein warns that a “social disintegration monster” has been unleashed
following Morsy’s constitutional declaration. Observing the way different political groups have controlled
certain areas of the capital, maintaining popular committee checkpoints,
and violently interrogating those
with other political views, Hussein
believes that the role of the state is
being gradually eroded. He recounts
how Muslim Brotherhood militias
detained some of their opponents
before handing them to the police.
Muslim Brotherhood supporters
are now in control of the Rabi’ah AlAdawiyah Square, Salafis are encircling the Media Production City and
the Supreme Constitutional Court,
inciting anti-Morsy demonstrators to
seize Tahrir Square. Temporary concrete barriers in Qasr Al-Eini Street

Al-Sawi expresses his astonishment
with the Muslim Brotherhood, who
did not believe actor Talaat Zakariah
when he accused demonstrators in
Tahrir Square during the 18-day uprising of fornicating and drug use. Now
the Muslim Brotherhood is claiming
to have seen this themselves in the
tents at the Presidential Palace. He
recounts how Muslim Brotherhood

supporters displayed contraceptive
pills they claimed to have found in the
tents. He doubts they were ignorant
of the events Zakariah described during the revolution. He believes they
chose to remain silent and even accept these practices for the sake of
ousting Mubarak, in the hopes of
establishing their own rule after his
overthrow.
Al-Sawi wonders how the Muslim Brotherhood did not believe
General Omar Suleiman’s warnings that the January revolution
served foreign agendas and was
funded by media tycoons. It took
them two whole years to buy into
Suleiman’s theories, but now they
have imposed restrictions on satellite TV channels and encircled the
Media Production City to demand
the “purification” of the media.
Even the ex-National Democratic
Party’s accusations that revolutionaries were being paid in KFC meals
are being repeated by Islamists, but
this time opponents are accused of
receiving supplies of La vache qui
rit cheese.
It became even more shameful to
Al-Sawi to see the Muslim Brotherhood finally realising that the proMubarak demonstrators on the day of
the “Battle of the Camel” only wanted
to demonstrate peacefully, and that it
was only the friction with their opponents that caused the casualties.
Al-Sawi concludes that the Muslim
Brotherhood did not believe any of
this until they did it themselves.

contesting egypt and
de-contextualising narratives
Watch western TV news features
on Egypt and you will find an almost
identical discourse that de-contextualises current events. It always
emphasises President Morsy’s declaration that gave him unmatched
powers and fomented outrage, and
that’s it.
Morsy’s constitutional declaration was obviously met with some
reservations from his closest people,
which include his deputy, assistants,
consultants and Al-Nour Party. However the dominant western media
discourse always fails to mention
that the constitutional declaration
becomes obsolete following the referendum on the constitution.
The constitutional court that dissolved the Egyptian parliament was
intending to do the same with the
Shura council and the Constituent Assembly, and possibly also reject Morsy’s
dismissal of SCAF generals Tantawi and
Annan that took Egypt out of military
rule. The judges of the constitutional
court are cronies of the old regime and
that 19 judges used to collectively earn
EGP10 million a month. Under SCAF,
their salaries were propped up reaching EGP70 million.
The constitutional court was previously threatening to abolish parliament,
and prior to the constitutional declaration was going to do the same for the
rest of the elected bodies in Egypt.
This would only have prolonged
the transition period and prolonged
pro-Mubarak influence, as well as
their escape from accountability.The
declaration came as a serious alarm
call as it sacked the pro-Mubarak
prosecutor general – who was seen
as the main source of hindering justice. His dismissal was a revolutionary demand from the very beginning.
Morsy and the Muslim Brotherhood have been the scapegoats in
all the current turmoil in Egypt.True,
some of their past moves were not
wise and at times highly provocative yet to label all their opposition “revolutionaries” is erroneous.
First of all, there was a mobilisation

Politics Editor Sara Abou Bakr
Business Editor Mohamed El-Bahrawi
Arts & Culture Editor Adel Heine

that outnumbered the anti-Morsy
protests, including the late protest
around Cairo University. Secondly
pro-Mubarak cronies have collaborated with Morsy’s adversaries as
their corruption and crimes are
overlooked.
Those who were killing revolutionaries during early 2011 are today protesting with Morsy’s adversaries. Furthermore, and with irony; pro-Morsy
protesters have been killed in the past
few days, at least six of them, yet the
media brushes this aside, failing to
show their funerals or tell the stories
of these men who left behind widows
and orphans.Yet those who killed them
are still labelled as revolutionaries and
pro-democracy protesters.
Moreover the number of people
injured as a result of protecting the
Presidential Palace is below a thousand, of which a couple of hundred
have sustained gunshot wounds. Subhi Saleh, a prominent brotherhood
parliamentarian, was severely beaten
by a mob and thrown on a railway
while heading home. Locals quickly
snatched Saleh before he was cut
to pieces by an onrushing train. The
mob followed the locals and tried to
stop Saleh from getting to hospital.
These are all stories that would
have made headlines in the west had
the victims been anti-Morsy.
To explain the current crises exclusively as revolution versus anti
revolution is flawed. It is largely a
political crisis that has taken Machiavellian turns. The pro-Mubaraks and
those who have an interest in keeping
the old ways intact, to maintain their
political and economic influence,
have obviously chosen Morsy’s demise. Similarly those who know the
ballot will not empower them have
also chosen to prolong the transition
period in hope that they will use terrorism to have a greater say in the
political arena of Egypt.
Egyptians have voiced their opinions at the ballot boxes resulting
in Morsy in the presidency and “Islamists” in majority, this is demo-
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cratic legitimacy. Egyptians have to be
respected, and going to the ballot box
is the only way to ensure a peaceful
transition. The current opponents
of Morsy are not satisfied with the
results and have provoked protests
only to be met with bigger protests.
The opposition simply lacks legitimacy and is only invoking western sympathy through ideological
similarities in liberalism, secularism
and channels of communication that
are able to articulate its interests, or
common interests that kept Mubarak
supported and legitimised by the US
and the “international community”
for decades, as Egyptians were blatantly being tortured, killed, robbed,
and their elections rigged.
Obviously Morsy does not promote secularism or an American
world view of the region. Rather
Morsy promotes an independent
foreign policy which did not go unnoticed with recent Egyptian diplomacy dealing with Zionist aggression
against the Gaza strip.
What is happening in Egypt is quite
natural. As structural change occurs,
resistance will be in response. Similarly
those with little say in politics may justify any means for greater influence.
mustafa Salama is a political
researcher and freelance journalist. He has an extensive academic
background on Islamist movements and Middle East affairs. Salama holds a bachelor’s and master’s
degree in political science from the
American University in Cairo
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the egyptian underground
music scene
How independent musicians

struggle to present tHeir art
and dream of a diverse market
in wHicH tHey can acHieve

For the past decade in Egypt, the
mainstream music business has been
strictly imposing creative control on
the music it sells. This and market
forces contradict the basic notion
of what music is for many struggling
Egyptian musicians.
Not only does the mainstream
market shackle artistic expression,
but the final product is deemed by
independent artists as a worthless
product that follows a template.
“Since the 1950s, all songs have been
about romance,” said Tamer ‘Tousy’,
an independent musician. But lately,
Tousy feels that a puerile version
of romance has started to dominate
popular lyrics and music. Tousy believes that the underground music
scene presents a more honest expression of the reality of life.
The underground scene in Egypt is a
subculture that includes independent
artists, a knowledgeable audience,
supportive venues, gigs and festivals
that present and promote music that
is not subject to creative control.The
scene embraces genres like rock, funk,
jazz and latin presented through English or Arabic lyrics. Through instrumental and lyrical songs that tackle
several issues across a broad range
of genres, the underground scene
presents artistic diversity, with all the
members agreeing on the freedom of
artist expression.
“Today, the only mainstream artist who is not severely limited in the
messages or the music delivered, is
Mohamed Mounir,” said Tousy.
Mohamed “Jimmy” Jamal, vocalist in
the band Salalem, does not wish the
mainstream scene to be buried, but he
wants a fair competition. “Just give us
the same support and opportunities
then let the people choose”, he said.
Though the scene has grown during
the past decade, it is still small in scope
in relation to the population because
not everyone knows about it yet.
Underground musicians cannot
depend on music as a livelihood.
Though Ammar Yasser Kamel is a
marine engineer, he dreams of pursuing a musical career but he cannot
achieve his dream because he cannot
depend on music alone. “I could have
become really famous and rich if I had
agreed a few years ago to compose
music for songs that say ‘I love you’
and ‘she left me’,” said Ammar. But he
refuses to engage with the rules of
the mainstream business, in return for
money and fame, because he could no
longer consider himself as an artist.
This is the quandary that faces
the many musicians within Egypt’s
underground scene, and the financial
obstacles facing underground artists
are related to the venues, events and
the culture of music in Egypt.
Where to play?

There is a lack of venues in the
country for live underground music.
Currently, the two major venues promoting independent artists are the
Cairo Jazz Club and the Sawy Culture
Wheel in Cairo. Other venues include
Makan and seasonal performances at
El-Genina Theatre (also in Cairo) and
the Alexandrina Bibliotheca.
Hany Mustafa,who performs with his
rock band Egoz in addition to his solo
project, is frustrated by this.“We do not
have venues,there are no venues,we are
kidding ourselves,” said Hany.
Artists like Hany, wonder why
investors are unwilling to establish
more music venues. “Any investor
could make a lot of money out of this
gap in the market,” he said. Musicians
are puzzled by the lack of investment
and financial support, Hany believes
that nobody considers supporting the

underground scene because it is not
taken seriously, but others cite economic factors.
Ammar said that after the January
uprisings in 2011, some venues and
event organisers approached underground artists for performances,
but for much lower fees than usual
and sometimes even for free. “They
justified their request by not having
enough money,” said Ammar. Artists
that agreed to perform under the
new conditions did so because they
were desperate to perform. But since
then, Ammar thinks that most of the
venues have taken advantage of the
situation.“And then you discover that
they [organisers/venue owners] have
made quite a lot of money from our
performances,” he said. Musicians
know they are being taken advantage
of, but there are no options available
for them. “It is like we are feeding on
crumbs off the table,” said Hany.
The venues have the musicians
over a barrel; if a band refuses to perform on account of the small fee or
professional dispute, “venues can always replace that band with another
group who just want to go on stage,”
according to Hany. Ahmed Nazmi, a
prominent bass player on the scene,
believes that most venues do not consider the quality of the music and they
just want to maximise their profit.The
low standard of music offered up at
the venues is a common gripe of the
musicians, “anyone gets to form a
band and perform on stage, and there
is no quality control from the venues”
said Nazmi.
As a jazz artist, Nazmi believes that
instrumental bands are even more marginalised. He respects Makan, a music
venue, but he said that other venues
have been approaching jazz bands with
a vocalist in their line up rather than
instrumental bands. “The public cares
for the lyrics in the song and not the
quality of the music,” said Nazmi.
“It is a matter of education and culture,” he said, but even though more
space is available for commercial artists,
cover bands, or any underground band
with a vocalist in their line-up, language
is another obstacle faced by vocalists.
While bands like Salalem and Massar Egbari sing in Arabic, artists singing in English face a language barrier.
In addition, vocalists are criticised for
singing in English, especially by industry types.
Hany was at Mazzika TV station
applying for a job, when one of the
staff mentioned that Hany had a good
voice.A renowned lyricist in the commercial scene seated nearby requested Hany sing, so he sang a song from
his band Egoz.“I remember their reaction, they were extremely interested,”
he said. But as soon as he was finished,
Hany was taken by surprise.

A poster for Salalem, an Egyptian independent band

ghani Street, in Heliopolis. Only
“It is something that never came
a few people, mainly friends of
to my mind, but I should have seen
the performing musicians, atit coming,” he said.The lyricist asked
tended the early shows, but
if Hany wanted to sing the song in
by the end of the first day the
Arabic, and Hany replied, “it could
streets were packed with an
happen, but I do not want to.” The
interactive audience. People
rhythm of the vocal line depended on
in the surrounding buildings
the lyrics being in English.The lyricist
came out into their balconies
told Hany not to worry about it, and
to watch the performances.
that he would write it in a way that
Underground festivals have
worked, but Hany refused. “It could
been proven to attract large
have worked out, maybe,” Hany said. Malaleem logo, Egyptian independent band, the
audiences in the past five years.
“I was stubborn about it, because I Arabic name means pennies
Ammar said people often attend
didn’t want him to do that.”
supposed to pay taxes and pay money
who are not familiar with the music, but
Hany is not in love with another
for the syndicate as well?”
when exposed to it they love it.The delanguage just for the sake of it. English
Jimmy said that the syndicate esgree of public exposure depends on the
is a language that he believes everyone
timates a performance fee for the
opportunities given to the independent
understands, and even those who do
underground bands, which bears no
artists. “But how do we appear to the
not speak it well can at least figure out a
relation to the actual amount that the
people and what should we do?” asked
word or two.“If I sing in English, I do not
band takes at the event. Salalem were
Ammar.
threaten someone’s culture,” Hany said.
performing at an event in Porto MaThe Street Music Revolution and
“Those who criticise me for singing in a
rina, and they were shocked when the
SOS are not the only festivals founded
foreign language wear jeans and knock
syndicate official approached them,
by independent artists. In an attempt
off ones at that, so end of discussion.”
asking for EGP 3,000. “How many
to promote jazz in Egypt, jazz artThe trouble with unions
thousands are we getting as a band to
ists Amro Salah, Samer George and
While musicians struggle to achieve
give him that amount?” asked Jimmy.
Ahmed Harfoush founded the annual
their dream, an unexpected obstacle
Ehab Sayed Abdel Rahim, head of
Cairo Jazz Festival in 2009.
exists in the form of the Syndicate of
Egypt Copyright Centre said, “the synThe few venues that host underMusical Professions. “If I am a musidicate collects fees without any laws
ground musicians are starting to hold
cian watching my friends perform at a
supporting their actions.” According
festivals that promote local talent. For
venue, I could get into trouble if I was
to the law, the syndicate supervises the
instance, the Cairo Jazz Club organises
invited on stage just because I do not
execution of a contract in return for a
the Art Beat Festival for world music.
have a syndicate card,” said Ammar.
percentage of the money. If a band signs
But besides the Jazz Club, generally,
In Egypt every local musician has
a contract with a producer and fears
musicians cannot hold festivals at their
to be a member of the syndicate if
being cheated, then the band seeks help
own expense, or even organise them
they want to perform. At his friend’s
from the syndicate. The syndicate obfrequently. “My job as a musician canwedding Ammar and other musiserves the signing of the contract, and
not be thinking creatively, writing music,
cians wanted to perform a specially
follows up with the other party to enrehearsing, practicing and performing,
composed song for the groom, but
sure that the contract is adhered to. In
in addition to organising events,” said
they were not allowed to go on stage
return for this, the syndicate collects a
Ammar. “What do event companies
because they did not have syndicate
percentage from the money received by
do? What does the Ministry of Culture
cards. “We just wanted to perform
the band. In the case of an active memdo?” asked Ammar, bemoaning the lack
this song for him as a gift,” said Ammar.
ber, the fees collected constitute two
of support for underground artists.
A musician can be an active or an
per cent, or 10 per cent for associate
Nazmi acknowledges the ministry’s
associate member at the syndicate
members. “If the band or the musician
efforts in promoting classical music,
and an active member receives pendo not request this contractual service,
classical Arabic bands, ballet, opera and
sions, insurance and compensation in
then the syndicate is not allowed to colfolk music. But he wishes the ministry
case of unemployment. But Ahmed
lect any money,” said Abdel Rahim.
would provide special programmes
El-Haggar, vocalist and producer,
that recognise the underground scene
wonders why it is mandatory for a
because currently,“[the ministry] conGigs, concerts and festivals
musician to have a syndicate card. He
sider us as nothing.”
Underground bands do not perbelieves that the syndicate should unThe culture ministry does run a
form enough gigs throughout the
derstand the meaning of independent
festival called Citadel, which features
year, mainly due to the lack of venues.
art and musicians should understand
many musical arts, as well as underEvents held by independent organisthe function of the syndicate.
ground bands.
ers try to compensate for the scarcity
Acquiring a syndicate card does
Ammar also believes that the unof venues, but times are hard. “There
not seem to help musicians. Despite
derground scene in Egypt deserves
are not enough major events as there
an annual membership fee, the synmore attention, because of its depth
used to be,” said Ammar.
dicate approaches musicians at their
of talent. He pointed to the Middle
In 2006, Mohamed Lotfy, commonly
performances to collect a percentage
East Bed Room Jam, a music competiknown as ‘Ousso’, established the SOS
from the band’s payment. “I consider
tion run by Red Bull. Out of the top
music festival, which took the underthis whole syndicate issue extortion,”
eight on the competition’s buzz chart,
ground music scene to a completely
said Tousy, Masar Egbari’s drummer.
seven bands were from Egypt. For Amnew level. Ousso, was not only an unThe band was performing at a private
mar, this proves that local independent
derground guitarist and a producer, but
event in a hotel when a syndicate ofmusicians can attract large audiences.
was also well recognised in the mainficial suddenly approached them and
stream business. He understood the
asked them for money.“I do not get it,
underground music scene and what it
Recording
we already pay taxes,” he said.“Are we
deserves, so he formed a music festival
Underground musicians are conthat took place every three months and
stantly frustrated by obstacles prelasted four years.The festival gave underventing them from recording their
ground artists the opportunity to perwork to the standard they desire.
form to a growing number of audiences.
Unable to sign a recording contract
Since the early 2000s and before
because the local music industry is
the SOS festival, underground conhostile to them, they are forced to
certs attracted a couple of thousand
finance their own albums.
people at most. But starting with
First they need to generate money
its first festival, SOS attracted 8,000
from their performances but because
people which grew to almost 25,000
independent artists cannot depend on
in the next few years.
gigs to finance their record producAmmar wonders why there can’t
tion, they usually need to get another
be festivals, like SOS, that promote
job. “Musicians have to juggle everyunderground musicians in post revothing and work 24/7 just to finance
lutionary Egypt. He thinks that organthis dream” Hany said;“this dream we
isers fear spending money on underhave had since we were kids”.
ground festivals, but he is sure they
Independent artists do not seek
would be successful.
funding from mainstream production
One festival that emerged after
companies because music executives
the January uprisings was the Street
and music producers in Egypt rigidly
Music Revolution, founded by an unfollow market rules of mass producderground guitarist, Sherif Galal. The
tion, to an extent not seen in Europe
first time the festival was held it was
andAmerica.Quite literally,they use the
funded by small contributions from
same music and the same lyrics in every
Hany Mustafa at one of his live performances
underground artists and held at Marsong, with only tiny variations. If Jimmy
Sallie Pisch
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recognition

and his peers were to go mainstream,
producers would control the music as
well as the image of the artists.If music is
about artistic expression, underground
artists cannot subject their art to the
vagaries of commercialism.
Self-funding a record hinders a band’s
career progress, but Maleleem have an
advantage because Ammar owns a studio, which facilitates the recording process at a lower production cost.
Hany is working on releasing a new
album, following the release of his EP.
In addition to recording the album at
his own expense, Hany hardly finds
any time to sit and work on his music. “I have to work in the morning
and at night, to collect the crumbs, to
spend it on [the record],” he said. But
he feels blessed to be surrounded by
supportive people within the scene, in
his performances and especially during the production of his record.
There is a sense of mutual understanding within the underground
scene.Whether it is session-musicians
or sound engineers, everyone understands the situation of a fellow musician who feels compelled to release a
record. For instance, the audio engineers working with Hany have postponed the payment of fees to ease the
financial burden. Ismail El-Ghareeb and
Mostafa El-Kerdani, bassist and drummer respectively, recorded their parts
without asking for payment.
Fortunately, there are some artists
who have managed to receive financial
support from bodies that are interested
in promoting the underground scene.
For instance, Massar Egbari are about
to release their self produced album, financed partly by Mohamed Hefzy – the
cinema producer and scriptwriter.
A regional non-profit association,
called the Culture Resource, provides
production grants to independent
artists to record their music. Eftekasat, a renowned local instrumental band, has benefited from a $3,500
grant from Culture Resource to record their first album, Mouled Sidi ElLatini. However, the budget spent on
the album was $11,000.
Nazmi is releasing an ethnic jazz
record, titled Ithbat Hala (Stating a
Condition). He did not seek the help
of Culture Resource, because he
said that their grant would have only
covered 10 per cent of the record’s
budget.A Lebanese association called
Afaq, which covered around 85 per
cent of the album’s expenses, funded
Ithbat Hala. Nazmi covered the rest
of the expenses himself.
Though Nazmi was fortunate
enough to find funding for producing his record, distribution remains
a problem. So far, Nazmi is expecting to cover the distribution costs
at his own expense. He is currently
in negotiations with an international
company that has agreed to cover the
distribution process, on a global level.
He’s prepared if he has to distribute it
at his own expense,“I will release the
album online, on iTunes for example,
and sell the physical album at my concerts and gigs only.”
Integrity

Nazmi believes that the mainstream music scene in Egypt does not
promote art, but it destroys it because
people are caught up in a struggle of
how to generate money. “It is impossible to make money from presenting respectable art,” said Nazmi. Musicians call for more support to be
directed towards the underground
scene, as it embraces diverse music
and talent.“This is what I believe I was
meant to do,” Hany said, “even if no
one understands it, it is a dream.”

