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MORSI MEETS FRESH FACES

President Morsi meets with

the newly-appointed ministers

of justice and investment on
Tuesday 2
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ACTIVIST IN OSLO

Tahrir Bodyguard founder Soraya
Bahgat speak at the Oslo Freedom
Forum about the status of

women in Egypt 3

STORY OF AN EX-BROTHER

A new documentary is screened
at the Press Syndicate about an
activist’s tenure as a member of
the Muslim Brotherhood

Egypt calls for international cooperation
to address human trafficking

THE UNITED NATIONS SAYS NEARLY ONE THIRD OF KNOWN HUMAN TRAFFICKING VICTIMS
BETWEEN 2007 AND 2010 WERE CHILDREN

By Luiz Sanchez

The United Nations General Assem-
bly held a high-level meeting on Mon-
day to discuss efforts in combating hu-
man trafficking. Egypt’s chief delegate
to the UN in Geneva, Hisham Badr,
delivered a statement to the General
Assembly on behalf of the govern-
ment in which he “stressed the im-
portance of international and regional
cooperation in the fight against hu-
man trafficking”.

According to the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, Badr warned the General
Assembly of the danger of the spread
of such crimes that contribute to the
growing contemporary forms of slav-
ery,callingit“incompatible with the sim-
plest norms of universal human rights”.

Badr said there is a need for con-
certed efforts from the international
community to combat the funding of
human trafficking operations through
the implementation of the Global Plan
of Action (GPA),adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly in 2010.
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The UN General Assembly sought to devise ways to combat human trafficking during a high-level meeting on Monday

The GPA was adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly in the hopes it would
pressure member states to take “co-
ordinated and consistent measures to
try to defeat the scourge”, the UN
reported in 2010.

Badr told the assembly it should
also strengthen the international
commitment to the Protocol to Pre-
vent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking
in Persons, especially VWomen and
Children (UNTIP Protocol) adopted
in 2000 and ratified by 154 member
states as of March.

He also spoke on efforts made by
Egypt on a national level to combat
human trafficking, which includes the
establishment of a national committee
tasked to combat the phenomenon
in 2007. This committee, Badr said, in-
volves several organs of the state and
is tasked with creating “tough legal
frameworks to criminalise and punish
such crimes” and to strengthen security
services’ ability to confront such crimes.

Continued on page 2

Shura Council
calls for
Homeland
Security reform

By Emily Crane

The Shura Council’s National Secu-
rity Committee called for reforming
the Homeland Security sector of the
Ministry of Interior in a meeting with
the national security body on Mon-
day, accusing them of torturing and
mistreating citizens, and withholding
information regarding the presence of
Al-Qaeda in Egypt.

Essam Al-Badawy, representative
of Homeland Security, denied both
claims, saying that the sector is hard
at work reforming its image from an
entity whose past behaviours used to
go against the present constitution
and laws.

“Whoever delights in torture is
mentally ill,” said Al-Badawy. “There
is no enmity between us and anyone
else and we work only within the
bounds of the law.”

He heralded the Homeland Secu-
rity’s management of the recent dem-
onstrations by Salafi groups in front
of their headquarters as an example
of the sort of restraint to which the
sector now aspires.

Continued on page 3

Artists demand removal of new
minister of culture

Artists march through Cairo, say they will protest until demands are met

By Nourhan Dakroury

Artists in Cairo began the “Egyptian
Revolt of the Minds” campaign on
Tuesday to demand the removal of

Photo by Nourhan Dakrour
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Minister of Culture Alaa Abdel Aziz.
The march, including both Egyp-
tians and foreigners, set off from
the Cairo Opera House and headed
towards the Ministry of Culture.

“Looking at Abdel Aziz’s resume,
he hasn’t achieved anything that
makes him qualified to become the
minister of culture,” said Maha Ef-
fat,an Egyptian artistand a member

Artists marched on Tuesday demanding the removal of newly appointed Minister of Culture

of the Creativity Front.

Abdel Aziz has a PhD in cinema
and was a professor at the High
Cinema Institute. He has also writ-
ten books about Egyptian and Ara-
bic films and is a member of the
Egyptian Film Critics Association.

“Our problem is not only the
minister himself, but with the gov-
ernment that assigned these minis-
ters,” she explained. She stated that
the Muslim Brotherhood are “hat-
ers of art and culture” and said that
they are endangering culture in Egypt
through their policies.

Gehad Al-Dinary, a journalist for
Akhbar Alyoum, said that artists and
intellectuals are also demanding the
formation of a committee headed
by Egyptian intellectuals to plan and
discuss cultural life in Egypt.

Elisa Giovangrandi, a member of
the Cairo Opera Symphony Or-
chestra, said that she was worried
about the future of the orchestra.

“Last year when Morsi took of-
fice,we were all afraid that we would
lose our jobs,” Giovangrandi said.

She added: “The Muslim Brother-
hood doesn’t care about culture.They
want to impose their ideas on us.”

“If our demands are not met, we
will keep protesting,” Effat said.
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Commentary
Dr H A Hellyer writes:

In discussions with different Euro-
pean officials, it is clear that the im-
pression being given by the Brother-
hood is that if they do not succeed,
Egypt will fail as a result
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Financial experts react to
Shura Council income tax law

Economy experts and analysts describe government as

‘compliant’with IMF rules

By Nada Badawi

“The law has been passed for a simple
reason and that’s basically because it’s
part of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) deal,” said financial expert
Magdy Tolba.

The new tax law will widen the top
tier tax bracket of 25% tax, formerly
for those earning above EGP 10m, to
include those earning EGP 250,000.

Those earning less than EGP
5,000 per annum will continue to
pay no taxes.

However, the second tier tax
bracket previously for those earning
between EGP 5,000 and EGP 20,000,
will now include those earning up to
EGP 30,000, who will now pay 10%
instead of the previous 15%.

Tolba said the decision was neces-
sary for the Egyptian government to
successfully strike a deal on the hoped
for $4.8bn IMF package.

“The differences in income taxes
are also Morsi’s way of trying to prove
income equality and justice among
Egyptians,” he said.

He described the law as “ambigu-
ous” as it will appear to average citi-
zens that President Mohamed Morsi
is trying to achieve one of the revo-
lution’s demands, while he is actually
trying to satisfy the IMF.

“This is another method of appeas-
ing the Egyptian people, making things
appear fine on the surface,” said eco-
nomic expert Reda Eissa.

Continued on page 7
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Damietta is one of Egypt’s most pro-
ductive cities, and is considered the
“Japan” of Egypt. The city, however,
has been affected by the harsh reces-
sion that hit the nation’s economy.
Prices of raw materials increased, and
caused micro and small enterprises

The ‘Japan’ of Egypt in crisis

Damietta is Egypt’s biggest city to produce furniture and woodworks

&

to shut down, leaving behind angry
artisans and craftsmen. Daily News
Egypt visits Damietta’s high season of
furniture sale to investigate how the
business has been affected.

Feature on page 4
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Report suggests Abu Deif killed by professional shooter

UNOFFICIAL MEDICAL REPORT INDICATES BULLET FOUND IN JOURNALIST'S CORPSE DEFORMED AFTER LAUNCH

By Rana Muhammad Taha

The weapon used in killing journal-
ist Al-Husseini Abu Deif is difficult
to identify, said forensics specialist
Fakhry Saleh in a press conference
held on Tuesday.

At the conference, held by the
United Group human rights organisa-
tion, Saleh said Abu Deif was either
shot by “expanding (dumdum) bullets
or by lead bullets”. Expanding bullets
are internationally-prohibited bullets

which expand once fired to produce
a larger wound.

Abu Deif was shot while covering
the presidential palace clashes last
December. He fell into a coma and
died a week later.

“The choice of aiming at the head is
also significant,” Saleh said.“The high-
est chance of causing death is when
firing at a person’s head; there’s a 90
to 95% chance the victim will die once
the bullet penetrates the skull.”

Saleh was delegated by United

Group, the organisation handling Abu
Deif’s case, to produce an autopsy re-
porton the journalist’s death because
the group was disappointed with the
official medical report. The official
report failed to mention the type of
the weapon and bullet used.He stated
that both types of bullets are mainly
used by professional shooters.

“The bullets were deformed by
the firing process,” Saleh said. “It’s
not possible to discover their caliber
afterwards.”

Saleh’s report suggests that Abu
Deif was assassinated and not ran-
domly shot, said Abdel Hameed Sa-
lem, head of United Group’s legal
committee. “He was specifically tar-
geted while standing among a group
of protesters,” Salem said.

Artist Mahmoud Abdel Qader, a
close friend of Abu Deif, was with
him when he was shot and testified
for the prosecution. Abu Deif alleg-
edly took photos of Muslim Broth-
erhood supporters holding firearms

before being shot. Abdel Qader said
that the bullet was fired from the di-
rection of a group of President Mo-
hamed Morsi’s supporters.

United Group submitted the ad-
visory report to the prosecution on
Monday, said Salem.They also submit-
ted a memorandum with a set of de-
mands including a serious investigation
into the incident by the security forces,
examining the surveillance tapes from
the presidential palace for that day,and
comparing the bullet fragments recov-

ered from Abu Deif’s body with those
from other shooting victims.

“Ifthe prosecution doesn’trespond
to our demands, we will demand the
delegation of a judge to investigate
the case,” Salem said.“We did not re-
quest forming a tripartite committee
to produce a separate medical report
because we trust the accuracy of the
advisory report we presented.”

Abu Deif was a reporter for
Al-Fajr newspaper and a freelance
video journalist.

Egypt calls for international cooperation
to address human trafficking

Continued from page 1

In October 2012,
members of Egypt’s parliament had
scrapped an article in the constitu-
tion which aimed at combating child
trafficking. The Salafi parliamentar-
ians argued human trafficking does
not exist in Egypt and therefore laws
regarding it were not needed in the
constitution.

Badr spoke of the “five pillars”
of the war against human traffick-
ing; commitment and political will,
continued evaluation and revision
of existing mechanism, strengthen-
ing of cooperation at an interna-
tional and regional level, coordina-
tion with the relevant agencies and
authorities and the involvement of
all other parties involved, which in-
cludes private institutions from the
civil society.

conservative

Thereis a need to hone the inter-
national will to fight human traffick-
ing through an integrated strategy
of cooperation in the implementa-
tion of upstream countries along
the Nile River, Badr said. He added
that cooperation would lead to an
increase in awareness and the ex-
change of information would con-
tribute to the overall understanding
of how human traffickers operate.
This in turn would aid in the efforts
to eliminate human trafficking and
ensure the prosecution of those in-
volved in such crimes.

The statement stressed that one
of the fundamental aspects in ad-
dressing the root causes of that
crime is to strengthen international
cooperation to achieve the Millen-
nium Development Goals, particu-
larly the eradication of poverty in
the countries where human traf-

ficking originates. The reduction of
poverty, according to Badr, would
reduce the opportunities for the
exploitation of the victims of or-
ganised criminal networks.

The UN estimates 2.4 million peo-
ple are victims of the $32bn human
trafficking industry. These victims are
pushed into forced labour and do-
mestic servitude, sexual work and
serve as child soldiers.

“No effort must be spared to
bring to an end the servitude of mil-
lions, while helping the survivors re-
build their lives,” General Assembly
PresidentVuk Jeremic said during the
opening of the two-day meetings.

“To achieve this, law enforcement
officials, border control officers, la-
bour inspectors, consular and em-
bassy officials, judges and prosecu-
tors, as well as peacekeepers, must
not only increase their vigilance, but

be further sensitised to the needs of
victims,” Jeremic stressed.

The UN Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) said in a report
published in December 2012 nearly
one third of all victims of human traf-
ficking detected around the world be-
tween 2007 and 2010 were children.

Yury Fedotov, UNODC executive
director, called on member states of
the assembly that have yet to ratify
the UN protocols and conventions
to do so in order for it to be imple-
mented universally.

“This modern form of slavery cre-
ates millions of victims,” Fedotov
said on Monday. “So far, 175 states
are parties to the Convention against
Transnational Organised Crime and
154 to the Trafficking in Persons Pro-
tocol. Fifteen countries have ratified
the protocol since the adoption of the
Global Plan of Action in July 2010.”

Morsi meets with two new ministers

President Mohamed Morsi hosted ministers of justice and investment at the presidential palace on Monday

By Basil EI-Dabh

President Mohamed Morsi met with
two of his new ministers at the presi-
dential palace on Tuesday.

Ahmed Suleiman, who replaced
Ahmed Mekki last week as the justice
minister, met with Morsi to discuss
his ministry’s role with regards to the
judiciary.

The two discussed “the sovereign-
ty of the role of the Ministry of Jus-
tice,” according to a statement issued
by the presidency.

“The ministry is carrying an
important role in the framework
with all judicial bodies,” added the
presidency.Suleiman and Morsi also
discussed plans for a“justice confer-
ence”,to be held under the auspices

of the president,and to be attended
by many judges.

However presidential spokesman,
Ehab Fahmy,stressed that Morsi’s role
in the conference would be limited
to “sponsoring” the event,and would
not interfere in any technical aspects.
Fahmy added that Morsi would attend
the opening session, which will take
place sometime in the next 15 days.

President Mohamed Morsi meets with newly-appointed Minister of Justice Ahmed Suleiman

The office of Prosecutor Gen-
eral Tala’at Abdallah said Abdallah
also met with Suleiman on Monday
to congratulate the minister on his
newly acquired post.

Morsi also met withYehia Hamed, the
new investment minister; to discuss the
increasingly important role of the minis-
tryandits role in the country’s economic
affairs. During their meeting, the minis-
terand president discussed various plans
to promote further investment in Egypt
and set timeframes for the implementa-
tion of different initiatives.

Thetwoalso talked of theimportance
of the role the private sector would play
as one of the main pillars of development.
The presidency added that the meeting
also raised issues of removing obstacles
facing Egyptian and Arab investors to fa-
cilitate investment activity in the country.

Suleiman and Hamed were two of
nine new ministers to be appointed
last week in a reshuffle of Prime Min-
ister Hesham Qandil’s cabinet.

Suleiman was an advocate for judi-
cial independence and opposed both
Morsi’s  November constitutional
declaration and the draft constitution.
He also had two stints as head of the
Minya Judges’ Club.

Hamed, Morsi’s youngest minister;
worked for Vodafone Egypt and is a
member of the Muslim Brotherhood.

Port Said raises
security alert

Officer and outlaw killed during security operation
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Ministry of Interior handout
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Special Forces Captain Karim Wagih (centre) was killed in a gun battle
between police and supporters of Ahmed Hassan Youssef

By Nouran El-Behairy

One police officer has died and an-
other has been injured on Monday
during an operation by Special Forces
to arrest several outlaws in Port Said.

The Special Forces of the Central
Security Forces carried out an opera-
tion to arrest Ahmed Hassan Youssef,
commonly known as Besella, is want-
ed for attempting to break into Port
Said Prison in January.

A gun battle between police and
the outlaws resulted in the death
of Besella as well as Special Forces
Captain Karim Wagih; Captain Shady
Magdy was also injured.

Port Said Security Director Sayed
Gad Al-Haq announced on Monday
that the police have heightened se-
curity measures in the governorate
as they expect retaliatory attacks by
those close to Besella,reported state-
run news agency MENA.

“Family and people associated with
Besellaare tracking the officer who killed
him” said Mohamed Naguib, a 6 April
Youth Movement activist in Port Said.

He added that assailants searched
a church when they were told the of-
ficer was hidinginside it;however they
did not find him.

Minister of Interior Mohamed Ibra-
him along with high profile security
officials attended Wagih’s funeral on
Tuesday in Nasr City; the injured of-
ficer was moved to a police hospital
in Cairo.

“The ministry mourns [Captain
Karim Wagih] as a hero who paid his
life to restore security and maintain
citizens’ safety.. The ministry also
stresses the continuity of its efforts to
pursue criminals and outlaws,” read
the statement released by the Interior
Ministry on Tuesday.

Violence had erupted in Port
Said in January after a court sen-
tenced 21 defendants to death for
the football riots that killed about
74 in February 2012. Relatives of
the defendants tried to break into
Port Said Prison to free them lead-
ing to clashes with the police. The
governorate has witnessed several
months of unrest since then.

Supreme Press Council evaluates newspapers

All newspapers have violated pro-
fessional and ethical standards, said
the Supreme Press Council in a de-
tailed titled released on Tuesday.
The report examining the jour-
nalistic practices of 18 major
Egyptian newspapers ranked state-
owned Al-Ahram as having the
highest level of ethical standards. It
indicated that privately-owned in-
dependent newspapers were most
likely to commit violations followed
by party newspapers. State-owned
newspapers reportedly committed
the lowest levels of violations.
Privately-owned Al-Fagr news-
paper saw the highest percentage
of violations in the study, which re-

ported that there are on average
12.25 violations per issue. The in-
dependent Al-Dostour newspaper
averaged |0 violations.
State-owned newspapers fared
well in the study, with Al-Akhbar
averaging 0.55 violations per issue,
Al-Gomhouriya seeing 0.22 viola-
tions per copy, while Al-Ahram was
at 0.09 violations per issue.
Independent newspapers Al-
Watan and Al Masry Al Youm were
reported to have the sixth- and
eleventh-most violations respec-
tively. The party-run Freedom and
Justice paper had the eighth-most
violations, averaging 2.38 per issue
while Al-Wafd, another party-run

newspaper, had the seventh-most
violations with 2.50.

The report provided other
measures of ethical standards. The
newspapers to most commonly
commit libel and slander were Al-
Dostour, Al-Fagr, and Freedom and
Justice.

“All the newspapers that were
analysed, regardless of the nature of
ownership or political orientation,
violated professional and ethical
standards of journalism to varying
degrees,” read the report.

The Supreme Press Council sur-
veyed the newspapers by examining
issues between 20 January and 12
February of this year.

Syria releases Egyptian

By Joel Gulhane

Syrian authorities have released an
Egyptian citizen following interven-
tion by the Egyptian Embassy in Da-
mascus.

A statement published by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs on Tuesday said
the Egyptian citizen had returned to
Egypt.He had been arrested last sum-
mer in the Al-Tal area north of Da-
mascus and was charged with living
in Syria illegally among several other
charges, reported the ministry.

A ministry spokesperson said in
February that it is difficult to know
exactly how many Egyptian citizens
are in Syria. His comments came as

the ministry established an initiative
to repatriate Egyptians from Syria by
transferring them to Lebanon and
then flying them back to Egypt.

Last week an Egyptian citizen was
killed attempting to cross the Syrian-
Lebanese border.A ministry spokes-
person warned Egyptians against try-
ing to enter Syria illegally, adding that
such attempts are highly dangerous.

In October 2012 the ministry de-
manded an explanation for the deaths
of three Egyptian citizens in Homs
and Aleppo. The men were report-
edly killed in fighting between govern-
ment forces and the opposition. Syria
claimed that one of the men was the
leader of an armed group in Aleppo.

citizen

Earlier in the same month eight
Egyptians were arrested for entering
Syria illegally from Jordan.

In July 2012 the state-run Syr-
ian Arab News Agency (SANA) re-
ported the discovery of the bodies
of two Egyptians. SANA reported
that the pair had fought alongside
Syrian rebels, describing them as
“terrorists”.

Many non-Syrians have entered the
country to join the conflict.A report
published by the International Centre
for the Study of Radicalisation at the
beginning of April estimated that be-
tween 2,000 and 5,500 foreign fight-
ers have joined the opposition since
the conflict began in March 201 1.
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Egyptian activist addresses Oslo
Freedom Forum

SORAYA BAHGAT, FOUNDER OF TAHRIR BODYGUARD, SPEAKS ON EGYPTIAN
WOMEN'’S FIGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS

By Emily Crane

Soraya Bahgat, founder of anti-sexual
harassment organisation Tahrir Body-
guard,spoke at the Oslo Freedom Fo-
rum onTuesday on the role of women
in Egypt in the revolution and their
status since former president Hosni
Mubarak’s resignation.

“Women are an integral part of
the Egyptian revolution and are
credited with bringing down the
Mubarak regime,” Bahgat said.

She described the courage that
women showed in protesting along-
side men in January 2011 and de-
nounced the attacks and harassment
they have faced since then.

Seventeen women have been
forced to undergo humiliating vir-
ginity tests by the military. Several
female activists have been detained
without warrant and subjected to
sexual abuse by security forces,
Bahgat said.

The United Nations Entity for
Gender Equality and the Empower-
ment of Women recently published a
report saying that 99.3% of Egyptian
women have experienced sexual ha-
rassment in their lives.

In her speech, Bahgat described
the mass sexual assaults that wom-
en have faced at large protests.The
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OSLO FREEDOM FORUM

The Oslo Freedom Forum brings speakers from across the world together to discuss humanitarian issues

government has failed to protect
women from these attacks, Bahgat
said.

“So the citizens of Egypt have
chosen to act where the govern-
ment has failed,” Bahgat stated,
describing the movements created
to defend women against sexual
assault at protests, such as Tahrir
Bodyguard.

Another initiative to combat
sexual assault is the | Saw Harass-
ment initiative, which set up a
campaign during Sham El-Nessim
to monitor instances of sexual ha-
rassment along the Nile Corniche
throughout the holiday.

Such initiatives will
their work until the problem ends,
Bahgat said.

continue

“We’re putting up a fight, we're
not afraid,” Bahgat said.“When they
tried to silence Egyptian women, we
became even more defiant.”

The Oslo Freedom Forum, estab-
lished in 201 1, brings together speak-
ers from across the world to discuss
pressing humanitarian issues.

Additional reporting by Basil El-
Dabh and Nouran El-Behairy

Oslo Freedom Forum handout

Court releases 10 detainees, four

remain in custody

By Hend Kortam

A Cairo court ordered the release of
10 of 14 people arrested last month
near the Presidential Palace onTuesday.

The bail for the 10 to be released
was also set to EGP 500 each.The de-
tained were arrested on 26 April, and
their detention was renewed for |5
days last week While the courtaccept-
ed an appeal to release 10 detainees,
four of them were ordered to remain
in custody until their 15 days are over.

At the end of the sentence, the
court will decide whether to re-

lease the four detainees or extend
their detention another |5 days.

Lawyer Mahmoud Belal who repre-
sents the four remaining prisoners said
they are accused of damaging public
property,attempting to kill a police of-
ficer; and assaulting public employees.
“The same old charges,” he said.

The four who will remain in cus-
tody include |7-year-old Basma Yehia
who has a health condition.

The detainees were arrested amid
violence outside the Presidential Pal-
ace on 26 April between protesters
and security forces.

Shura Council calls for Homeland

Security reform

Continued from page 1

The Shura Council was not impressed
by Al-Badawy’s defence, claiming that
many of the sector’s old members who
were known for engaging in torture
are still present today. They called for
the rebuilding of trust between the
people and Homeland Security and
the establishment of legislation to keep
them in check.

The Shura Council is not the first to
accuse the Interior Ministry of torture
and human rights violations. Last week,
the Egyptian Organisation for Human
Rights (EOHR) submitted two cases of
alleged torture by police to the prosecu-
tor general for investigation.

“There is a continuation of the same
practices and method adopted by the
Ministry of Interior before the 25 Janu-
ary Revolution,” EOHR said in their

statement to Tala’at Abdallah.

In February, a group of 13 human
rights organisations releasedastatement
calling for the reform of the ministry, in
which they accused the Interior Minis-
try of human rights violations against
citizens detained in demonstrations and
outlined a |0-step initiative to “‘stop the
crimes of the regime”.

Among their demands was the pub-
lishing of a final report on police and
military abuses against protesters from
January 201 | to June 2012.A fact-finding
committee commissioned by President
Mohamed Morsi submitted the reportin
question to the presidency last Decem-
ber but he has yet to publish it, drawing
criticism from a number of human rights
organisations, namely Human Rights
Watch.

Additional reporting by Joel Gulhane and
Basil EI-Dabh.

Families of Port
Said martyrs receive
compensation

By Nouran El-Behairy

Families of those who died in the
Port Said Massacre of February
2012 headed to the Civil Education
Centre in Gezira on Tuesday to re-
ceive compensation checks worth
up to EGP 100,000.

Minister of Youth Osama Yassin
met with the families of those who
died in football riots that took place
after a match between Al-Ahly and Al-
Masry Clubs in the Port Said stadium.

Yassin, who is also the head of the
National Youth Finance Fund, prom-
ised the families a compensation
package of EGP 100,000 each. The
cheques were scheduled to be issued

next week, but after pressure from
the families the minister ordered pay-
ments to begin on Tuesday.

Yassin’s meeting came after Presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi’s decision to
treat the Port Said massacre victims
as victims of the 25 January Revolution.

“Egypt owes you an apology for
losing your children,” Yassin told the
families. “The martyr’s right is for his
family to be taken care of and offered
support.”

He added that the money was the
least the government could offer to
the families of the dead in a society
going through a transitional period,
where the state failed to protect its
citizens.

Electricity workers
arrested at protest

Workers charged with obstructing traffic, blocking roads,

and resisting arrest

By Nouran El-Behairy

At least 15 workers were arrested
late on Monday after a protest in
front of the North Cairo Electricity
Company, according to a Tuesday
statement by the Union and Labour
Services Office.

According to the statement, the
protest was dispersed by force and
several workers were injured. The
statement called for the immediate
release of those arrested.

Workers met to protest the an-
nulment of policies granting work-
ers more rights, primarily those
aiming to ensure equality between
workers in the holding company
and its branches.

The Egyptian Centre for Eco-
nomic and Social Rights (ECESR)
stated that the police used teargas
and bullets to disperse the pro-
testers and the |5 arrested were
transferred to the Nasr City police
station.

They were charged with ob-
structing traffic, blocking the road,
and resisting arrest.

“The protest was inside the
company headquarters, they didn’t
obstruct traffic or block roads,”
said Dalia Moussa,Workers’ Media
Coordinator at ECESR.

She added that one of the work-
ers was shot in the arm by police.
“The arrested workers were beat-
en at the police station,” she said.

The General Union for workers
in the electricity and power sector
accused holding company officials
of inciting workers to protest by
making decisions without consult-
ing workers’ representatives.

“Is it acceptable to deal with Egyp-
tian workers in a way that provokes all
workers! However, we will not leave
our positions and we will not strike,”
a union statement said.

The arrested workers were still
being investigated at the time of
print.

Coptic teacher released on EGP 20,000 bail

By Joel Gulhane

Prosecutor General Tala’at Abdallah has
released a Coptic teacher accused of
contempt of religion on EGP 20,000 bail.
Director of the Association of
Freedom of Thought and Expres-
sion’s (AFTE) legal unit Ahmed Ezzat
confirmed that Abdallah ordered the
release of Demiana Abdel Nour.
Ezzat reported that Abdel Nour’s
family paid the EGP 20,000 bail and
were in the process of securing her
release onTuesday. Investigations into
allegations that the teacher insulted

religion will continue, Ezzat said.

Abdel Nour presented herself to
the public prosecution lastWednesday
following complaints by the parents of
three students at the Sheikh Sultan
Primary School. The parents claimed
that Abdel Nour insulted religion and
the Prophet Muhammad by saying that
the late Pope Shenouda Il performed
more miracles than the Prophet.They
also alleged that she placed her hand
on her stomach to convey nausea
when mentioning the Prophet.

Ezzat who also represented atheist
blogger Alber Saber on similar charges

and said that Saber’s bail figure was EGP
1,000 compared to the EGP 20,000 Ab-
del Nour’s family paid. “This bail price
is completely arbitrary. When you are
forced to pay this much money it is not
procedure, it is punishment,” he said.
Ezzat believes discrimination is a
factor in cases of contempt of reli-
gion because the majority of peo-
ple accused are Coptic Christians,
Baha’is or atheists. He also said that
Abdel Nour’s bail amount is one of
the highest he has heard of in relation
to the charge of contempt of religion.
Abdel Nour’s detention was extend-

ed for 15 days last Saturday, prompting
Amnesty International to call for her re-
lease. AFTE submitted an appeal against
the renewal of her detention on Sunday.

In October 2012 the Egyptian Ini-
tiative for Personal Rights said that
contempt of religion charges dispro-
portionately target Coptic Christians.

Last week the My Country My Rights
campaign published a report claim-
ing the prosecution made over EGP
Im from bail charges in 90 days from
459 detainees across eight governorates.

Additional reporting by Nourhan Da-
kroury

Presidential approval ratings after 10 months in office

Less than one third of Egyptians would vote for Morsi if presidential elections were held tomorrow

The latest public opinion poll con-
ducted by the Egyptian Center for
Public Opinion Research (Baseera)
has revealed that Egyptians have con-
tinued to show dissatisfaction with
President Mohamed Morsi’s job. The
approval rating has hit a record low,
with only 46% of Egyptians saying they
think he has performed well, slightly
lower than the percentage observed
in the last month poll which reached
47%.This approval rating is much far
behind the percentage he earned af-
ter the first hundred days, when 78%
of Egyptians said they approved of his
performance.

The poll which was conducted
at the end of April, 2013 showed a
continuous decreasing trend of the
approval rating. Furthermore, it is
showing for the first time that the
percentage of those who disapprove
the president’s performance is be-
coming higher than those who ap-
prove his performance as president
(47% vs.46%).

Education level has an obvious im-
pact on the Egyptians evaluation for
the president’s performance. The ap-
proval rating was as low as 38% among
Egyptians with university or higher
education compared to 52% among
Egyptians with less than intermediate
education. The approval rating is also
significantly lower in urban governor-
ates (34%) compared to 41% in Lower
Egypt and 58% in Upper Egypt.

The clear shift witnessed in the
last month is the significant decline
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President Mohamed Morsi’s approval rating appears to be steadily falling

after 10 months in the job

in the percentage of those who
would vote for Morsi if presidential
elections were held tomorrow.The
percentage declined to 30% com-
pared to 37% at the end of his ninth
month in office, and 58% after the
first hundred days. The percentage
of those who would vote for Morsi
if presidential elections would be
held tomorrow is significantly lower
in urban areas (23%) compared to
35% in rural areas. Clear differences
are witnessed among the different
regions as the percentage dropped
to 19% in urban governorates com-
pared to 26% in Lower Egypt and
41% in Upper Egypt.

The results suggest a negative as-
sociation between education level and
willingness to vote for the president.
While the percentage among Egyp-
tians with less than intermediate edu-
cation reached 37%, it reached 21%
among Egyptians with university or
higher education.

According to the poll, more than
one third of Egyptians have never
heard of the National Salvation Front
(NSF), the country’s main opposition
coalition. This percentage didn’t wit-
ness a significant change if compared
to the percentages observed in the
last 2 months.

In response to a question asked

to those who heard about the NSF
whether they support it or not, the
results show a slight improvement as
33% said they support it compared to
30% in the last month’s poll. Respon-
dents who don’t support the NSF de-
creased to 57%, compared to 60% in
last month’s poll.Around 10% said that
they are not sure about whether they
support the NSE

Compared to the last month’s poll,
the evaluation of those who heard
about the NSF for its performance
didn’t change. The percentage of
those who said that it performs well
is 12% while 29% said that its per-
formance is average. The percentage
of those who view its performance
negatively stabled at 49% and the
rest of the sample couldn’t judge the
NSF’s performance.

The survey was conducted us-
ing landline and mobile telephones,
with a sample size of 2,202 respon-
dents ages |8 or older nationwide.
All interviews were conducted on
Monday and Tuesday 29 and 30
April 2013. The response rate was
approximately 72%, and the margin
of error was less than 3%. Income
brackets were determined based on
ownership of durable goods.

For more information on the
detailed findings and the meth-
odology adopted, or to see the
graphic presentation of results,
please consult our website: www.
baseera.com.eg
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The ‘Japan’ of Egypt in crisis

Furniture exhibitions can be seen everywhere in Domietta

By Sarah El Masry

The trip from downtown Cairo to the
city of Domietta is about four and a
half hours by bus.The trip is not short
and can be hectic. For someone who
wants to save up thousands of Egyp-
tian pounds on buying furniture, how-
ever, the long trip and the fatigue are
well worth it.

Like thousands of Egyptian middle-
class families who travel from all gov-
ernorates to Domietta, Eman is trav-
elling to help her son buy furniture for
the apartment he will move into after
his wedding.

“We're travelling to check prices
and buy ready-made furniture from
exhibitions there because my son is
on vacation from his work in Saudi
Arabia,” she says excitedly.

The bus is packed with families and
couples travelling for the same purpose.
Everyone is conversing about the most
reputable exhibitions in Domietta.

Other passengers on the bus are
obviously businessmen, furniture fac-
tory and exhibition owners working
in the furniture business between
Cairo and Domietta. Some spend
their time marketing their exhibitions,
or recommending other vendors.

Wood warehouses mark the entry
to the city on both sides of the road.
Upon arriving in Domietta, its two
biggest features are dairy and oriental
dessert stores, and furniture exhibi-
tions and workshops.

Nearly everywhere you
you find furniture; even the bus sta-
tion has a small furniture exhibition

look

on the second floor of its cafeteria.
Some passengers decide to browse
in the shops next to the bus station,
while others hail taxis to the corniche
where multi-storey buildings are ded-
icated to furniture exhibitions of all
price levels.

Overall, the abundant furniture
and dairy stores, coupled with the
hundreds of vans, trucks and lorries
parked everywhere give an atmo-
sphere of creativity and productivity.

Recession hitting hard

A closer look at this produc-
tive city, and one of its most famous
streets, Abdel Rahman, however, re-
veals a different picture. At this time
of the year, the street is supposed to
be vibrant with families and couples
who are seeking to furnish their new
apartments. For a street that has an
estimated 600 micro, small and medi-
um-sized workshops, exhibitions and
shops,it seemed quiet,dull and almost
lifeless in the late afternoon.

“It’s the impact of the recession that
hit Egypt. It is affecting the furniture busi-
ness big time.At this time of the year; this
street used to be so crowded that no
one can pass.No taxis agreed to enter it.
Now look at it,” says Ahmed, the owner
of a workshop that manufactures salons.

Walking on Abdel Rahman Street is
like walking in wood city. Chairs, tables,
sofas, salons, dining rooms, cupboards,
and cabinets are displayed everywhere
in the alleyways of the street. Recently
and for the past few months, the work-
shops producing these structures have
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Abdel Raham Street is one of the most renowned streets in Domietta, housing more than 600 furniture workshops and small exhibitions

been facing a huge financial crisis.

“All our raw materials are imported
and thus they are affected by the de-
preciation of the Egyptian pound.The
cost of raw materials for workshops,
carpenters and exhibitions has dou-
bled,” says Ahmed.

The economy of Domietta is strict-
ly bound by the fluctuation of the US
dollar and that is why the furniture
business is suffering.

An example that many workshop
owners mentioned was the price of
beech wood (a type of wood that is heavy
and strong and used mostly for manufac-
turing bedrooms).“The price per metre
has increased from about EGP 1,600 to
EGP 2,220 and some other types have
exceeded EGP 3,000, Ahmed explains.

According to Ahmed, the situation
started to decline gradually after the 25
January Revolution, but it was bearable
right after the revolution. The work-
shops began to suffer losses in 2012.
“Our business is not just dependent on
manufacturing, but a huge part of it is
about marketing your product. If your
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workshop isina small unknown alleyway
in Domietta, itis not the same as beingin
afamous street like Abdel Rahman.Here
the customer passes by and sees our
woodwork in the making,” says Ahmed.

Since the recession is affecting the
whole country, people seeking to
buy furniture have stopped coming
to Domietta. Mohamed Al-Zainy, the
head of the Chamber of Commerce
in Domietta, said in a statement to
state-owned Al-Ahram that the num-
ber of customers in Domietta has de-
creased to only 50% of the number
that used to visit the city.

Some micro enterprises with small
capital have closed down because
they could not withstand the crisis.
Others continue to suffer with their
financial commitments.

“We are committed to pay our bills,
taxes, insurance, monthly instalments
for the workshops and cleaning fees,”
Ahmed explains, adding, “Every single
store in Domietta pays about EGP 30
or EGP 15 as a monthly cleaning fee
depending on your activities. It is true
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Artisans and workshop owners held a protest in April against the rising

prices of wood

Sarah El Masry

that this might be nothing, but we do
not get such service and we end up
cleaning ourselves.”

“l end up with barely a profit margin
that covers the expenses and wages of
the artisans at the workshop,” he adds.

Furniture exhibitions in Domietta
are also suffering. Rizk is one of the
sellers at Abou Ataya Palace, a well-
known furniture exhibition in Domi-
etta. He believes that exhibitions are
even more affected by the crisis than
workshops.

“Even though workshops and artisans
may produce less furniture, they have
to work anyway. Exhibitions buy their
woodwork, but due to the recession
there is no guarantee that these exhibi-
tions would be able to sell the furniture
to the end user.Some pieces of furniture
could stay unsold for one year, others
could be sold right away,” he says.

Rizk explains that since prices are
rising, every time customers negoti-
ate prices, exhibition sellers have to
justify the rising prices to them.Some
of them buy, while others do not ac-
cept paying more.

“Customers now prefer not to
come to Domietta, but buy directly
from exhibitions in their governor-
ates. This leads our goods to remain
unsold for a long time,” he adds.

Artisans and workers suffer the most

Adelis anartisan atanother salons’
workshop. He complains about the
increasing prices that have affected
the business and his wage greatly.The
average weekly wage of an artisan is
EGP 300-500, depending on the kind
of work,and his experience.Adel gets
EGP 50 per day.

“The crisis has decreased the
workshops’ profits and we [the work-
ersandartisans] are the mostaffected
by this.VWe have children and house-
holds to take care of.The daily wage
we receive accounts for nothing. It
barely covers the cost of the private
lessons | give to my children,” he says.

Adel lists other reasons why the
crisis in Domietta is happening.

“Energy is another problem. The
electricity cuts make our job harder
and slow our productivity. Also, the

way wood importers control the
prices of wood exacerbates the situ-
ation,” Adel explains.

AtAdel’'s workshop, the owner had
to dismiss a number of artisans and
workers to be able to cover his ex-
penses,reducing the number of work-
ers from five to two.

“Our business is at a standstill. The
customers who used to come from
all governorates do not have enough
money to buy our now highly-priced
furniture, except for a few who still
have a limited budget,” says Adel.

The dismissal of workers and the
shutting down of some enterprisesin-
cited artisans,workers and workshop
owners to hold a demonstration at
the governorate building of Domietta
on 8 April.They protested against the
rising prices and the economic poli-
cies of the government.

Adel believes the demonstration
was unsuccessful and that the Cham-
ber of Commerce in Domietta is un-
able to solve the problems the furni-
ture sector is facing.

On the other hand, at the end of
April Al-Zainy announced the forma-
tion of an organisation that will help
micro and small enterprises to over-
come their financial problems.

Competition from China and Turkey?

In addition to the plethora of hard-
ships that the furniture business is fac-
ing, it must also confront the problem
of Chinese goods invading the market.
A Chinese TV cabinet can be bought
for EGP 300, while one that is made in
Domietta could reach up to EGP 1,000.

Workshop owners insist that there is
no true competition between furniture
from China and Domietta.

“Chinese furniture looks good and
its cheap, but quality-wise everyone
knows that Domietta’s furniture is like
no other;” Adel says.

Ahmed agrees:“Chinese furniture can
be half the price of the furniture we make
here. However, Chinese furniture has its
own appeal. People who are looking for
temporary cheap furniture buy Chinese.
If you want something temporary you go
for Chinese, if you want durability you
buy our natural-wood furniture.”

Sarah El Masry

The drawbacks of buying Chinese
are mainly quality related. Unlike the
natural wood used in manufacturing
furniture in Domietta, most of the
Chinese furniture exported to Egypt
is made of manufactured wood such
as plywood and medium-density fi-
breboard (MDF).These types are not
durable and can easily break.

Turkish furniture is another new-
comer to the Egyptian furniture
market. Tharwat Wahid is the CEO
of Ebony and Ivory, a Cairo-based
company for home and office furni-
ture . He comments on the growing
presence of Turkish furniture in the
Egyptian market, particularly in Cairo,
where people can afford to buy it.

“Turkish furniture is competing with
our local furniture industry and the cur-
rent government is allowing such entry
with no protection to the local market
because they have business ties with
Turkish companies,” he notes.

Wahid is referring to Hassan Malek,a
Muslim Brotherhood affiliated business-
man who runs the Egyptian branches of
Istikbal, a Turkish furniture company.

At one of the biggest Turkish fur-
niture exhibitions in Cairo,a modern
living room set can cost up to EGP
25,000, equivalent to the cost of a high
standard salon from Domietta.

In March |hab Idris, chairman of the
Export Council of Furniture, petitioned
the Ministry of Industry and Foreign
Trade and the Ministry of Finance to re-
visit the clauses of the Qualifying Indus-
trial Zone Agreement (QIZ) between
Egypt and Turkey. 2012 witnessed an
increase in the value of Turkish furniture
exports to Egypt,which reached $157m.
According to the QIZ, Turkish exports
are exempt from customs. This may
jeopardise the local furniture industry,
according to Idris.

“Now everything is turning Turk-
ish: clothes are imported from Turkey,
some commodities and now furniture
too. It is true that the customers of
Turkish furniture will be a niche, mar-
ket, but people are trying to replicate
Turkish models,” says Ahmed.

stotololok

Several political parties in Domi-
etta such as Al-Wasat, Al-Nour and
Al-Ahrar parties announced their
support for the demonstration or-
ganised by artisans and workshop
owners in April. However, artisans
and workshop owners think political
figures have no intention of helping
Domietta.

“l wish the government was more
cooperative. It could help us by re-
moving problems such as the electric-
ity issue,” says Ahmed.

Adel demands that the govern-
ment intervene to regulate the work
of wood importers. “Wood import-
ers who have bought wood at a low
price, stored it and are now selling
it to workshops for extremely high
prices are harming our work the
most. The government should inter-
vene to solve this problem.”

The Shura Council has dedicated
a session to discuss the problems in
Domietta, but it is not clear yet what
steps the government will take to save
the furniture business.

Sarah El Masry
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KNationally, regionally and internationally,

the government’s time is running out

The Egyptian government recently
assembled a new cabinet in order
to deliver on the promises of the
“Renaissance Project” (mashru’ al-
nahda). It comes not a moment too
soon, as the national, regional and
international scenes are growing in-
creasingly impatient with the govern-
ment’s inability to deliver.Yet, it does
not seem particularly likely this new
cabinet is going to satisfy anyone.

On the national level, President Mo-
hamed Morsi’s government has a prob-
lem from within the Muslim Brother-
hood, as well as outside of it within the
Islamist camp, and beyond.Within the
Islamist organisation,many are annoyed
that the government is not primarily
composed of Bortherhood members;
they won the presidential elections
and a plurality in the last parliamentary
ones, after all. As such, they ought to
compose the cabinet exclusively. Be-
yond the Brotherhood, even former
supporters of the government, such as
the Salafi Al-Nour Party, are becoming
increasingly critical, as the government
fails to deliver on expectations.The re-
action of the opposition parties in the
umbrella group, the National Salvation
Front, was predictable: rejection of the
reshuffle as a flawed and insufficient step
to put Egypt on the right track.

But there is more to the Egyptian
story than simply internal political
conflict; there are regional consid-
erations to keep in mind. Regionally,
Egypt's government has lost allies,
and gained unfriendly cousins, if not
enemies. Prime in this category is
the government of the United Arab
Emirates, which has shown clearly its
displeasure with the present govern-

ment, while at the same time, being
clearinitsfriendlinesstocertain parts
of the Egyptian public arena. When
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar,Ahmed
Al-Tayeb, visited UAE recently, it
could not have been a coincidence
that a group of Egyptians imprisoned
in Emirati jails were released at the
same time.The message seems to be
clear: if a sufficiently senior repre-
sentative is willing to engage directly
with the Emirati government, there
will be positive results. Indeed, it is
likely that if President Morsi himself
were to take up the Emiratiinvitation
to visit Abu Dhabi, many other de-
tainees would also be released —and
perhaps other dividends of a more
friendly relationship as well. With an
economy that is suffering so deeply,
Egypt needs all the friends it can get.

Yet, it is likely that the international
scene will be the most aggravating for
Morsi’s government. He has sent dip-
lomats, and gone himself, to try and
gather funds and investments from
different countries around the world.
He has come back relatively empty
handed,and part of the reason for that
is the attitude in general from the Eu-
ropean Union and the United States.
The feeling among many in different
European capitals is that because
Egypt is “too big to fail”’; the Muslim
Brotherhood is banking on the idea
that their organisation, as the ruling
organisation of the country,is“too big
to fail”. In discussions with different
European officials, it is clear that the
impression being given by the Broth-
erhood is that if they do not succeed,
Egypt will fail as a result. Thus, the
Europeans ought to support the gov-
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ernment financially and economically.
One European diplomat put it quite
bluntly:“This is blackmail.”

Will that work? Is the Muslim
Brotherhood’s assessment correct!?
Not entirely. The reality is that, in-
deed, Egypt is too big to fail for
Western powers; the repercussions
would be substantial for the regional
economy and security paradigms,
with consequences stretching far be-
yond Egypt. But does that mean that
the Brotherhood itself is too big to
fail? For European governments, this
is not a foregone conclusion at all;
they are already becoming impatient,
as is apparent, with the government’s
inability to set the country onto a
more sustainable path, economi-
cally and politically. The American
government and different European
administrations have expended a
great deal of energy in trying to as-
sist Egypt break the political dead-
lock and assist in the construction
of a more durable economy, before
it is too late to escape an economic

meltdown. They have not been en-
tirely impressed with the results thus
far;and as the major political partner
in the Egyptian political scene, the
Brotherhood is considered to hold
the most responsibility in that regard.

The million dollar question be-
ing asked on national, regional and
international arenas, however; is the
same: If not the Muslim Brotherhood
and this government, who else? It is
a question no one seems to want to
answer with full transparency and
honesty, because the likely scenarios
are hardly optimistic. It directs any
revolutionary fervour to build a new,
progressive and prosperous Egypt to
a determined resistance movement
that is holding out for the long haul.
President Morsi has the ability and
the option to turn things around, and
avoid further deterioration,or at least
benefit from a wide array of expertise
and technical know-how, if he wants
to.In the absence of his taking that op-
tion, which would be met with severe
resistance from within his own camp,
Egypt seems set to get a lot worse be-
fore it gets better,and the path ahead
seems increasingly likely to involve a
non-civilian intrusion into the coun-
try’s political affairs.

Dr H A Hellyer, a non-resident fellow
at the Brookings Institution,

is a Cairo-based specialist on Arab
affairs, and relations between the
Muslim world and the west. A fellow
at ISPU, he was previously senior
practice consultant at Gallup, and
senior research fellow at Warwick
University. Find him online @hahellyer
and www.hahellyer.com
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What does Egypt’s

look like today?

Several months before the elections
for Egypt's House of Representatives,
scheduled to take place this coming Oc-
tober, many Egyptians are asking: what
is the plan of those political parties par-
ticipating in these elections? Some ask
this question not because they doubt
that these elections will take place at
its scheduled time, but rather because
they seek to know, nearly two years af-
ter the revolution,what exactly have we
reaped from it? Or in other words, they
are curious as to whether the country’s
political map has changed at all.

In my opinion,there are many ways
to assess the division and political
polarisation we see today in Egypt.
For example there are the social di-
visions that exist between the coun-
try’s civil and religious forces, in ad-
dition to cleft between left and right
wing political parties. The spread
of these divisions is contingent not
only on individual choices, but it is
also determined by the public mood,
which at the moment is mostly di-
vided among civil and religious lines.

What | am trying to do in this arti-
cleis paint a picture that best depicts
the fault lines along which Egyptian
society is divided at the present time.
The country’s three main primary
political forces are the political Islam-
ic groups,the democratic movement,
and those who support the revival of
a strong, hegemonic Egypt.

Before going into detail regarding
the three political forces, we should
first point out attempts being made
by some to blur the lines between
the second and third group, seeing as
both have been deemed secular and
therefore hostile to the country’s
Islamists. We should note both that
these divisions cannot be altered
or changed by force or voluntarily

action, and that the polarisation of
the parliamentary elections was not
divided solely between civil and re-
ligious lines. There was also feloul
(remnants of the former regime).

We will now go into detail regard-
ing the country’s feloul, who have
been subjected to harsh attacks and
criticism from both civil and religious
groups.

Feloul, as their opponents choose
to refer to them, or the “support-
ers of a strong, hegemonic Egypt”,
which is the more objective term
that | choose to use, or “supporters
of a nationalist Egypt” as they seek to
refer to themselves, seem to be in a
better position today than they were
before the previous parliamentary
elections.Their leaders say that they
did not actually take part in these
elections, as many of the country’s
leading families and political figures
refrained from participating. Instead,
they chose to fade into the back-
ground, waiting for the appropriate
time to re-emerge.With the recent
rise of the Muslim Brotherhood, and
subsequent failure to administer the
country, many see that for these
groups the time is now, during the
upcoming parliamentary elections.

We believe that their claims are
not valid; for they were forced not to
participate in the elections,and those
who did faced a heavy defeat. Now,
many look to the country’s feloul, in
hopes that they will help revive amod-
el for a strong, hegemonic Egypt with-
outreviving its burdens.The feloul will
no doubt seek to liken themselves to
previous leaders of Egypt, such as Mu-
hammad Ali and Gamal Abdel Nasser,
promising to promote development
and growth, while conveniently leav-
ing out democracy. They may even

political map

revert back to using slogans from the
Nasser era, such as “no freedom for
the hungry”, which sought to justify
the lack of democracy that existed
during that time.

In the previous elections, the
feloul ran largely as independent can-
didates, with a small number joining
political parties, eventually obtaining
less than 0.5% of the vote, and fail-
ing to join any larger coalitions. This
is different today as many of those
parties and candidates have united
under the Mou’tamar (Conference)
Party led by Amr Moussa,a fact which
has helped them “wash away” their
previous image and join the country’s
National Salvation Front (NSF).This
stands in contrast to Ahmed Shafiq’s
Egyptian Patriotic Movement, which
despite expanding its ranks, has not
joined the NSF largely due to Shafiq’s
image as a symbol of the old regime.

| believe that Shafig’s party will
play a major role in the upcom-
ing elections, as he is seen by most
Egyptians as the primary alternative
to President Morsi.Those who seek
to revive the old regime will move
towards Shafiq’s party, seeing as they
have been rejected by most other
parties. They will be joined by those
who have strong financial and busi-
ness interests in the country, who
will view Ahmed Shafiq as a means
by which to re-enter politics.

Amr Moussa, who is viewed as
an independent political figure, even
during Mubarak’s era, will be more
attractive to those who still despise
the country’s feloul.

Moussa will portray himselfas one
who seeks to revive a strong state
that simultaneously promotes de-
mocracy and political compromise,
while Shafiq and his supporters will
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cast themselves as those who are
best equipped to reverse the gains
of the Muslim Brotherhood.

Is the disagreement in the nation-
alistic group related to the extent of
tyranny, or the strength and domi-
nance of the country? | say yes.If Amr
Moussa’s Mou’tamar Party success-
fully hides itself within the NSF, then
this shows that they are one side of
the nationalistic group that shouldn’t
be underestimated, even if this is to
a lesser degree than the country’s
democractic movement. This reality
may prove to be both a blessing and
a curse for the latter, for encourag-
ing the nationalistic group to adopt
democracy will not be easy.

There are of course other par-
ties and groups in the nationalistic
group that are of less importance, for
instance the “Independence Move-
ment”. However, | feel that those
who would seek to revive Egypt’s
strong, hegemonic state will be pri-
marily divided between supporters
of Amr Moussa’s Mou'tamar Party
and Ahmed Shafiq’s Egyptian Patriotic
Movement, the latter of which will
eventually run as a part of the NSF.

Farid Zahran is a publisher and writer.
He is the co-founder of the Egyptian
Social Democratic Party.
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By Ziad Akl

When you walk down the streets
of Cairo, you will see all kinds and
ages of Egyptians complaining about
the Muslim Brotherhood and how
they’re governing (probably including
yourself).Next time you see or speak

(Talking box

~

to one of these people please ask
them, “what is it did you personally
doaboutit”?Those who can’t believe
in a better tomorrow and can’t do
as much as sign the “Tamarod” peti-
tion should not be complaining in the
first place. Change is always possible;

it just needs people who believe in it.

K
EDITOR’S LETTER

Our very professional Bedouin
driver takes us across the desert
in South Sinai. Whenever he sees
a vehicle passing by smuggling sub-
sidised fuel for the informal black
market, he gets very angry. At the
first police checkpoint we approach,
he stops, opens his window and im-
mediately directs an angry question
to the police officer, “Why are you
letting those fuel smugglers pass?”

The officer switches from usual ar-
rogance to the opposite and replies,
“We don’t know what to do with
those dirty Bedouins.” The driver im-
pulsively responds,“l am a Bedouin!”

The officer tries to fix it quickly
and stupidly says, “No, no! | mean
those dirty faces from Nuweiba.”

The driver, with an emotionless
face, quietly says, “I am from Nu-
weiba!”

The officer freaks out, takes a
step back, mumbles a scared apol-
ogy and says, “l don’t mean it, I'm
sorry! Only talking about the bad
minority, not the respectable ones
like you.You’re above my head.”

With the same emotionless face,
the driver turns his face to the road
and says, “Khlalas, khalas, salaam,”
and steps on the accelerator, leav-
ing the scene.

A few metres away from the
checkpoint, the driver bursts out
laughing and says, “Poor Egyptians!
The guy got so scared. He was too
distracted to ask me for my driv-
ing license, which | don’t have,” and
continued laughing for minutes and
called a couple of his friends to tell
the story. It was an extreme source
of pleasure to the driver to see the
officer so embarrassed.

This true story that | was lucky to
witness a few weeks ago accurately
embodies the distorted relation-
ship between security forces and
the Bedouins. Those coming from
the NileValley with their “superior”
urban and rural values, versus those
who have lived in the Sinai Peninsula
for thousands of years.

After the October War (1973)
and the consequent return of the
peninsula piece by piece, the 1980s
witnessed a lot of development
promises and compensations for
Sinai and its people, who lived di-
rectly under Israeli occupation. Not
a single significant one was fulfilled
until the mid-1990s.

1994 saw a new phase of devel-
opment promises coming from the
valley: promises of mega tourist
projects, milk, honey, and sewage
networks. The project promises
were met, but there was neither
honey nor sewage networks.

On the contrary, massive areas
owned by the Bedouins for many
years were taken from them by force
and given to investors and Mubarak’s
gang. The most “developmental”
change that happened in locals’ lives
was giving a few of them the chance
to serve Bedouin tea to the tourists,
take them on a camel ride, and serve
as exotic subjects for photographs.

Mubarak’s security paranoia to-
wards the Bedouins of Sinai, per-
ceiving them as a source of threats
to national security, was another ig-

Mubarak’s mess in
today’s Sinai

~

k A.
MAHER HAMOUD

norant and short-sighted policy of
many. On the contrary, when ter-
rorism was hitting the Nile Valley
in the 1990s, the Bedouins of Sinai
rejected it and the peninsula was
completely safe from that mess.

The first terrorist bombing of that
kind occurred in 2004, followed by a
few others until 2006,and information
indicated that it was Jihadi elements
from the valley,probably working with
foreign terrorists who managed to in-
filtrate the peninsula.

Theseterroristelements mighthave
succeeded in what Mubarak’s govern-
ment (and today’s as well) had failed to
do:respect the Bedouins! Maybe this is
how they found a perfect hideout, es-
pecially in the very poor central region
of the peninsula. However, the security
forces’ reaction was extremely stupid
and very poorly thought out.

They brought their valley security
culture and practices and tried to im-
plement them with the Bedouins.An
urban dictatorship coming straight
from the Nile banks to tribes’ ter-
ritories in the desert,introducing the
peaceful locals to state violence, tor-
ture, and murder. All under the rule
of emergency law and fighting ter-
rorism.A game of disrespect, which
no one can afford the consequences
of, enforced on the Bedouins. A
completely ill-thought-out strategy
by Mubarak’s security that today’s
Brotherhood government is still fol-
lowing: never trust the Bedouins and
never give them power!

Back to our professional Bedou-
in driver, who very much enjoyed
watching the scared police officer.
He was very sad telling stories about
his visits to Cairo, the city he hates
the most because people treat him
as a foreigner and overcharge him.

| cunningly wanted to gain his
trust, so | told him a historical story
about his beloved homeland and
how Almasaeed village was named
by Amr Ibn Al-As in 642 CE, the
name derived from the phrase “al
masaa’o eid”,which means‘‘this eve-
ning is a feast”.

The story coming from me as a
valley Egyptian made such a change
to the driver’s attitude, as he im-
mediately appreciated the respect |
showed and the recognition of his
history and culture. And to con-
clude with even a happier ending to
this story,he actually refused to take
money from me for the ride he was
hired to provide.

For the Bedouins,apparently it is all
about recognition and respect which
we people of the valley fail to give them.

m.hamoud@thedailynewsegypt.com
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Presidential spokesperson: Morsi
pledges Egypt will join BRICS

Morsi is still keen on Egypt /om/ng BRICS, according to the president’s spokesperson

By Nada Badawi

President Mohamed Morsi is still ar-
dent about bringing Egypt into the
ranks of the world’s growing econo-
mies known as BRICS, said presiden-
tial spokesperson Ehab Fahmy in a
press conference on Monday.

The press conference was held
to announce the results of Morsi’s
recent trip to Brazil,a member state
of BRICS.

“One of the key reasons for the
president’s visit to Brazil was to
strengthen bilateral relations be-
tween Egypt and Brazil,” said Fahmy.

“Brazilian President Dilma Rous-
seff welcomed the idea of Egypt join-
ing BRICS.”

Fahmy also said that Brazil has
agreed to increase investments in
Egypt, while stressing that Egypt is
keen on “establishing balanced rela-
tions with all countries”, regardless of
joint projects or special affairs with
specific countries.

He also stated that Egypt’s foreign
affairs are based on “mutual respect”
and recognising state sovereignty.

ThY

President Mohamed Morsi meets with his Brazilian counterpart President Dilma Rousseff

Morsiand his Brazilian counterpart
also discussed trade volume between
the two countries, tourism coopera-
tion, and implementing programmes
to eradicate poverty.

The two leaders also tackled the
ensuing violence in Syria.

Morsi’s trip to Brazil was the last
of a series of trips made to BRICS
countries.

Morsi had pledged for Egypt to
join the BRICS bloc during his visit
to India two months ago where the
announcement was publicised in an
Indian newspaper.

“l am hoping BRICS would one day
become E-BRICS where E stands for
Egypt. | hope E-BRICS will emerge
when we start moving the economy,”
he said during his visit to India.

He lauded a proposal for the estab-
lishment of a BRICS bank that would
“support countries to achieve high
growth rates and supplement the role

of the International Monetary Fund,

World Bank and similar institutions”.
BRICS, an acronym for Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China and South Africa, en-

compasses a bloc of the world’s large,

fast-growing economies.

AFP Photo / Roberto Stuckert Filho

Strauss-Kahn opens
South Sudan bank

AFP - Former IMF Chief Dominique
Strauss-Kahn opened an investment
bank in South Sudan Tuesday, a rare
public return to the financial world
since he was embroiled in a sex scan-
dal two years ago.

Surrounded by leaping leopard-
skin clad dancers, Strauss-Kahn
opened the bank to loud applause.

The bank includes partners from
across Europe and other countries, as
well South Sudanese partners.

“It'snotabank comingfromabroad,

it will be one of your banks,and that’s
very important for your country,” he
said to a crowd of officials and curi-
ous onlookers filling a street usually
choked with traffic.

The National Credit Bank (NCB)
aims to spur investment within the

grossly underdeveloped new nation,

that won independence in 201 | after
decades of war with Sudan.

South Sudan Central Bank Gover-
nor Kornelio Koriom Mayik said that
despite South Sudan’s challenges, in-
cluding insecurity and a lack of infra-
structure, the time was ripe to invest
in the country’s oil, mineral, agricul-
tural and livestock sectors.

“It has everything.What is needed
is the experience that is required for
a new country like South Sudan, the

capital, the experience, the technol-
ogy for investment by experienced
people like our friend like Domi-
nique”, he said.

However, despite Mayik’s claims
South Sudan has the “rules and regu-

ee

It's not a bank com-
ing from abroad, it
will be one of your
banks, and that'’s
very important for
your country

2
lations in place” to encourage in-
vestment, reports of corruption and
heavy-handed security forces have so
far attracted few large investors.

Around 22 banks currently oper-
ate in South Sudan.

The one-time French presidential
hopeful and former head of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, Strauss-
Kahn resigned from his post after
New York hotel maid Nafissatou Di-
allo accused him of sexual assault in
May 201 1.

Prosecutors  dropped  crimi-
nal charges in August 2011 on the
grounds of Diallo’s credibility, and
Strauss-Kahn agreed to a financial
settlement in a later civil suit.

EGP 3bn for aviation sector next fiscal year

Hurghada Airport to receive EGP 1.6bn renovation grant, plans to increase passenger capacity to 13.5 million travellers annually

By Abd Al-Razaq Al-Shawakhi

Financial reports recently released
predict that the amount of invest-
ment to be pumped into Egyptian
aviation companies during the com-
ing fiscal year will increase 5.6%, with
EGP 2.885bn set to be invested at the
end of the year.

Gad Al-Karim Nasser, president of
the Egyptian Airports Company, said
that his company is set to obtain EGP
Ibn as part of an international invest-
ment plan.

He said plans were also in place to
renovate Hurghada Airport at a cost
of EGP |.6bn, which will increase the
facility’s capacity from 5.5 million pas-
sengers to |13.5 million annually.

Meanwhile the amount of money
set to be allotted to Egypt’s Aviation
Ministry will remain at EGP 21m for
the coming year, in addition to EGP
28.6m for the country’s various ser-
vice authorities, compared to EGP
37.5m having been set aside this year.

Aviation Minister Wael Al-Madawi

said that it was unlikely the sector
would acquire foreign loans this year
due to a lack of progress made in
Egypt's negotiations with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

He added that the number of
planes in EgyptAir’s 2013 fleet would
remain at 81,a number which has not
increased in the two years since 10
new aircraft were added in 201 I.

Al-Madawi recently  tasked
EgyptAir President Towfiq Asi with
the responsibility for reviewing re-
ports on the renovation of EgyptAir’s
aircraft fleet, with sources adding that
the company currently did not pos-
sess enough finances to purchase any
additional aircraft or update its fleet.

Officials working on Egypt’s budget
expected the amount of passengers
leaving, arriving or passing through
Egyptenrouteorintransittoincrease
to 34.7 million passengers, compared
to 33.5 million in 2012.

The number of passengers travel-
ling through Egypt peaked in 2010,
reaching 37.4 million before dropping

to EGP 30.5m in 20! | and then in-

creasing again in 2012 to 33.5 million.

Numbers from the current year
are currently 12% lower than those in
2012,due to the drop in tourism rates
seen after the outbreak of the 2011
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revolution. Egypt’s Tourism Ministry
expects |3 million tourists to arrive in
Egypt in 2013, compared to | 1.5 mil-
lion the previous year, with Egyptian
airlines also expectinga 3.5% increase
in capacity rates.

Egyptian airports during the first
quarter of the current fiscal year wit-

nesseda |5.3%increase in passengers,

hosting 4.5 million travellers as op-
posed to 3.9 million during the same
time in 2012.These numbers peaked

Gad Al-Karim Nasser, president of the Egyptian Airports Company, said plans were in place to renovate Hurghada
Airport (above) at a cost of EGP 1.6bn, which will increase the facility’s capacity from 5.5 million passengers to 13.5

million annually

in 2010 when airports hosted 5.5 mil-
lion travellers.

SamiAbd al-Manam, director of the
Hurghada Airport, expected the flow
of passengers into the airport to in-
crease over the nextyear between 6%
and 9% to 7 million passengers, as a
result of recent increases in tourism.
During 2012 the airport hosted 6.7
million travellers.

The Aviation Ministry expects 31
million passengers to travel in and out
of the country over the next fiscal year
via Egypt’s 10 international airports,
with an average of 285.1 passengers
per flight.These airports include those
in Cairo, Sharm El Sheikh, Hurghada,
Aswan, Luxor, Alexandria, Borg al-Ar-
ab,Asyut, Taba, and Marsa Matruh.

He further expected 655,000 trav-
ellers to pass through Egypt’s 9 do-
mestic airports.

It was also stated that the Aviation
Ministry’s priorities for the coming
year will also include devising ways
to increase air traffic while simulta-
neously cutting costs.

Reuters
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Market Brief

Varkets o] volume [ValuelLe) | Tades

Listed 90,080,728 757,800,284 14,078
Stocks 162 89,648,678 317,020,993 14,070
PDBonds 4 432,050 440,779,291 8
Bonds 0 0 0
Nilex 7 303,181 996,528 124
oTC 10 1,947,057 20,423,599 30
Deals 10 1,947,057 20,423,599 30
Orders

o e e T

Volume Value No. of

(000's) | (LEOOO's) | Trades
Listed stocks 89,649 317,021 14,070
Gainers 4t = 45,767 188,867 8,421
Decliners G 50 17,266 109,783 4,407
Unchanged {&&» 38 26,615 18,371 1,242

&

8/18/12 1:25 PM




p.0t.indd 1

BUSINESS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 2013

DAILY NEWS EGYPT 7

www.thedailynewsegypt.com

EU allocates €123m to develop
Egypt’s transport sector

€40M TO BUILD THIRD PHASE OF CAIRO METRO

By Hend El-Behary

The European Union (EU) has allocat-
ed €123m to develop the transport
sector in Egypt, said EU representa-
tive Armil Lindin.

The budget is split into €80m to
reconstruct the transportation sec-
tor through institutional and legisla-
tive reforms, in addition to €3m in
technical support for the Ministry of
Transport to apply good governance
instructions.

“The EU has guaranteed €40m
to build the third phase of the Cairo
Metro along with two ‘twinning pro-
cess’ projects for reforming and build-
ing organisational capabilities and re-
forms for both the Metro and Egypt’s
railways,” said Lindin, during a confer-
ence held onTuesday by the Ministry of
Transport in cooperation with the EU.

The twinning process is expected
to begin in 2014.

“The Ministry aims to modernise
the transportation system in Egypt
and follow the latest technological
techniques in order to manage the se-
vere congestion in the country,” said
Ragab Mousa,assistant to the minister
of transport, according to MENA.

He continued: “This will be done
through the preparation of an overall
strategy to integrate the entire trans-
port system across Egypt.”

Mousa emphasised that all the
ministries concerned, including the
ministries of interior and communi-
cations, are coordinating in order “to

The EU has guaranteed €40m to build the third phase of the Cairo Metro

promote safer transportation”.

He said that the Ministry was cur-
rentlyintroducingmoderntechniques
to a number of sectors so that pre-
paid smart cards can be used on the
Metro,to allow electronic booking for
train tickets, and for monitoring train
movements.

The Cairo Metro prepaid smart
cards have been in use since April.

“Controlling traffic and reducing
road accidents are among our top pri-
orities,” said Mohamed Al-Agroudy,
projects advisor to the minister of
transport.

He pointed out that there were
currently “more than 4.8 million
cars travelling on roads throughout
the country and around 30 million
trips daily, with an average speed of

28km per hour,according to a Japan
International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) study”.

Head of the EU delegation James
Moran said that the main objective
was to use intelligent transportation
systems to provide safety and security
and reduce accidents on the roads.

The EU is Egypt’s largest foreign
trading partner.

Fuel bunkering terminal to be constructed on Suez Canal

Contract set to run for 25 years with total investments of EGP 3bn

Mashreq Petroleum has signed a
concession agreement with the
Port Said Authority to build an
EGP 3bn fuel bunkering terminal
and logistics hub on the Suez Ca-
nal,according to a company report
on Monday.

“The agreement entails a period
of 25 years, with a further condi-
tional five years for fulfilling 90% of
the agreement upon achieving the
project’s goals,” said the statement.

The project will provide fuel

bunkering services for vessels
transiting the Suez Canal as “the
company seeks to capitalise on the
unique location of the world’s busi-
est maritime area”.

“The project will provide stor-
age service products, liquid bulk by
pooling shipments, and fragmenta-
tion [making and breaking bulk]
in order to meet the needs of the
market in South Asia, the Middle
East and the Mediterranean coast,”

said Tamer Abu Bakr, chairman and

managing director of Mashreq pe-
troleum.

The agreement contract falls
under the build operate transfer
(BOT) system for 25 years, growing
at a rate of one for every five years
where the project achieves at least
90% of the targeted plan so as not
to increase the overall duration of
the concession for 30 years, with a
grace period of three years to build
the project.

“Itis planned that the investment

cost of the project will be about
EGP 3bn to create storage capacity
for up to 800,000 tonnes of petro-
leum products,” Abu Bakr added
Abu Bakr also mentioned that
there will be three berths accom-
modating tankers, which the com-
pany created within the project to
receive fuel tankers up to 120,000
DWT, and a further four berths for
bunkering barges inside and out-
side the port as “the project will be
completed in two phases,” he said.

No investor to own
Suez Canal lands

Minister of housing: Suez Canal development plan needs

EGP 140bn annually
By Hend El-Behary
The Suez Canal Development
Project draft law gives no right to
ownership to either Egyptians or
foreign investors, said Minister of
Housing Tariq Wafiq at the Suez
Canal Development Project con-
ference on Monday.

The law enables investors to ob-
tain partnership licences on a usu-
fruct basis for a fixed period of up
to 25 years.

Building permissions will be given
separately for each project.“There will
be no involvement in the country’s as-
sets in these projects,’ said Wafiq.

He emphasised that Egypt’s popu-
lation lives on only 6% of the country’s
total land area, with the rest unused.

The Suez Canal Development
Project will be operated through
public-private partnerships (PPP).
Wafiq added that the project aims
to construct a tunnel linking the
Suez Canal’s west bank to the cen-
tral Sinai region.

The project, he said, will also be
carried outin coordination with the
armed forces.

Wafiq announced a number of
“urgent” national projects to be
implemented by 2017, including

special projects to develop the
Suez Canal lands, such as a centre
for international logistics and an in-
dustrial zone.

Projects also include the devel-
opment of Eastern Port Said, the
north-western Gulf of Suez region
and a“technology valley” in Ismailia.

“The Suez Canal region needs in-
vestments of EGP 140bn annually,”
he said.“Private sector investments
will constitute 70% of this total, with
the government contributing 30%.”

Commenting on the ownership
issue, economist Magdy Toulba said
that“ownership and usufruct sound
very much alike”.

“The Suez Canal has been oper-
ating on a usufruct basis for years,”
he said. “However, it has been the
worst era ever in Egypt.”

He added that foreigner inves-
tors “do not care much about usu-
fruct or ownership”, and, instead,
care more about the timeframe for
projects and potential profits.“For-
eign investors search for projects
with the shortest periods, seven
years for instance,” he said.

“We need fixed laws regulating
all this,including the period for usu-
fructrights and whether they can be
renewed or not,” Toulba said.

Minister of Finance Fayyad Abd Al-
Moneim stated that a number of
amendments made to Egypt’s stamp
tax regulations would soon be up
for review.

The new regulations are set to be
released within the next few days,
which would include discount stamp
taxes on stock transactions.

He added that the country’s
new tax brackets system, decided
on Monday by the country’s Shura
Council, would begin to take effect
in June. An individual’s tax bracket
will be determined after having EGP
7,000 deducted from their annual
income in order to pay for ‘family
costs’,with Egypt’s lowest tax brack-
et (those making up to EGP 5,000 a
year) being exempt from having to
pay taxes. It was further ruled that
the first EGP 12,000 of salary would
not be taxed.Those making between
EGP 5,000 and EGP 30,000 a year
would pay 10% in income taxes, with
those making between EGP 30,000
and EGP 45,000 paying 15%. Those
making between EGP 45,000 and
EGP 250,000 would be taxed 20%,
while those making more than EGP
250,000 a year would be taxed 25%,
the country’s maximum rate.

Abd Al Moneim said that the gov-
ernment and Egypt’s Shura Council

Finance Minister:
Regulations for Egypt’s
stamp tax set to change

were keen not to raise the maxi-
mum rate of income tax past 25%
regardless of what challenges or
financial circumstances the country
faced.Raising taxes was not the solu-
tion to the country’s fiscal problems,
he said,and instead the government
should seek to preserve and create
incentives for investors.

The new amendments were re-
portedly reviewed and discussed by
a number of experts, all of whom
agreed on the above stated tax rates
for those earning between EGP
5,000 and EGP 45,000 pounds, see-
ing as these were the ones thataffect
the largest number of low income
citizens, and provided the country
with its widest base of revenues.

Abd Al Moneim further stated
that the country would reap a total
of EGP 16Im in income and sales
taxes from the period beginning
in July 2012 and ending on 12 May,
compared to EGP 158bn from the
previous year.Total tax revenues for
the current fiscal year are expected
to reach EGP 200 bn.

He further stated that the Egyp-
tian Tax Authority sought to reach a
number of agreements settling the
issue of tax arrears, which would re-
flect positively on the country'’s total
tax revenues.

AFP Photo

Financial experts
react to Shura Council
income tax law

Continued from page 1

He said the decision could be viewed
as a way for the Muslim Brotherhood
to garner support for the upcoming
parliamentary elections, slated to
take place in October.

The previous law charged 10% for
those earning from EGP 5,000 to EGP
20,000; 15% for those earning be-
tween EGP 20,000 and EGP 40,000;
20% for those earning between EGP
40,000 and EGP 10m; and 25% for
those earning above EGP 10m.

The new law requires Egyptians
who earn between EGP 30,000 and
EGP 45,000 to pay the 15% tax rate,
while those who earn between EGP
45,000 and EGP 250,000 will now pay
20%, and those earning above EGP
250,000 will pay 25%.

Others have said that the turbu-
lent economic climate has forced the
Shura Council to pass the law.

“The overall environment is not
good. There’s a frightening budget
deficit that the government is trying
to cut,” said Angus Blair, a financial
analyst at Signet Institute.

All companies will also be sub-
jected to a unified tax rate of 25%,
compared to the present law taxing
those earning less than EGP 10m per
year at 20%.

Blair said that this is not necessar-
ily the best solution for many com-
panies, especially when it comes to
profit.

The IMF has asked the Egyptian
government to reduce its budget
deficit, which is expected to reach
I1.5% of the country’s GDP in the
fiscal year ending June.

The new taxes, which need to be
ratified by Morsi, who also acts as
a legislative authority, will become
effective within one month of their
final approval.

OCI NV lowers OCI

bid price to EGP 255

Signs extensions to equity commitments made by

participating US investors comprising Bill Gates’ Cascade

Investment
LJL

OCI NV has signed extensions to the equity commitments made by partici-
pating US investors, including Cascade Investment, which is owned by Bill

Gates (pictured)
By Lamia Nabil

Dutch company OCI NV has lowered
the price for its OCI purchase offer
to EGP255 per share from EGP280.

“OCINV will offer holders of OCl’s
outstanding ordinary shares listed on
the Egyptian Exchange (EGX) the
option to exchange their shares for
OCI NV shares, or a cash alternative
of EGP 255 per share,” said OCI NV
in a statement on Tuesday.

OCI NV also announced its inten-
tion to formally proceed with “filling
out all the necessary documents with

the Egyptian authorities” in order to
complete the company’s tender for
the ordinary shares of OCI on the
EGX.

“OCI will contact the Egyptian Fi-
nancial Supervisory Authority (EFSA)
tofinaliseall the relevant procedures,’
said the statement

The statement also mentioned
that OCI NV has signed extensions
to the equity commitments made by
participating US investors comprising
Cascade Investment, which is owned
by Bill Gates and his family,and South-
eastern Asset Management.

AFP P-hoto/Getty Images
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ART & CULTURE

Art should make a statement and Culture is what surrounds us.

Life inside the Brotherhood

The discussion panel included director Magdy Ahmed Ali, Olfa Osman, the director of The Game and Gamal Shaker,

the main character in the documentary

By Jeremy Hodge

On Monday, the Press Syndicate
hosted the premiere and screening
of The Game, a 60-minute docu-
mentary detailing the life of 26-year-
old Gamal Shaker. A revolutionary
activist in Cairo, Shaker is a former
member of the Muslim Brother-
hood. The film, directed by Olfat
Osman, recounts Shaker’s initiation
into the Muslim Brotherhood dur-
ing his teenage years, granting view-
ers an inside look into the organisa-
tion’s inner structure and methods
of recruitment. Building on these
experiences, the scope of the film
expands on the role of the Muslim
Brotherhood, United States, Soviet
Union as well as other regional pow-
ers, in helping to mould the Muslim
world into what we see today.

The film can largely be seen as a
critique of the Brotherhood, in addi-
tion to other Islamist movements in
the region. The story sheds light on
the factors and events that prompted
Shaker to leave the organisation and
later join the ranks of the 25 January
Revolution. Osman included a num-

ber of interviews with prominent
ex-Muslim Brotherhood members,
such as lawyer and former leader
within the organisation Tharwat El-
Kherbawy, in addition to formerly ex-
iled member Kamal Al-Helbawy. The
two ex-Brothers discuss their previ-
ous roles as international arbiters for
the Brotherhood, serving as liaisons
to a number of western powers. Al-
Helbawy reveals in the interview that
he was even tasked in the 1980s to
oversee Muslim Brotherhood opera-
tions in Afghanistan in conjunction
with the local mujahideen.

Shaker’s coming of age and even-
tual awareness of world events as
described by El-Kherbawy and Al-
Helbawy, are portrayed as the rea-
son why he became disillusioned
with the organisation, gradually be-
coming less and less involved with
its activities. This, combined with
repeated stints in jail on the Broth-
erhood’s behalf, a sacrifice which
Shaker describes as having been
met with indifference and apathy
by the organisation’s leadership, fi-
nally caused him to break ranks in
2010. Suffering from a lack of be-

longing and a spontaneous identity
crisis, Shaker tells how he became
involved with the Kefaya protest
movement, joining the ranks of
young Egyptian activists united un-
der the banner “We are all Khaled
Said”,experiences which lead to him
taking part in the oncoming 25 Janu-
ary Revolution.

The screening of the film was
followed by a panel discussion at-
tended by director Olfat Osman,
Gamal Shaker, and Egyptian direc-
tor Magdy Ahmed Ali, during which
the three discussed their motiva-
tions for making the film and their
vision for Egypt’s future. Shaker
ended the panel, concluding: “Our
main problem, as revolutionaries,
is that we are constantly on the
search for differences in opinion.
We mostly agree with each other,
however, we instead choose to ar-
gue on those small points on which
we differ. Overcoming division
should be our top priority.” This
was promptly followed by “Yasqut
yasqut hukm al-murshid”, a call to
overthrow the Muslim Brother-
hood’s Supreme Guide.

Emily Crane

AUC showcases its musical range in
stunning double feature

Dalia Farid Fadel and Hany Mustafa during their rendition of Helimt Helm

By Emily Crane

The American University in Cairo
Music Department hit all the right
notes in their double feature of “The
Telephone” and “Les Miserables”.

The night opened with “The
Telephone,” a one-act comedic
opera telling the story of a man
who is attempting to propose to
his sweetheart but finds himself
continuously interrupted by her
ringing telephone. Directed by
Frank Bradley, the performance
served as a final graduation proj-
ect for music performance major
Nesma Mahgoub. Singing opposite
Dr. Raouf Zaidan, Mahgoub’s stel-
lar soprano blew the audience away,
and her excellent comic timing kept
them laughing throughout the per-
formance.

Thingstookamuch moresomber
tone when the curtains reopened
for the second act of the night. Fea-
turing top-tier vocal talent from
both inside and outside the AUC
community, the Music Department
delivered a breathtaking rendition
of Les Miserables’ 17 most pow-
erful songs, translated for the first
time into colloquial Egyptian Arabic
by Sarah Enany.

With no set, minimal props, and
simplistic choreography, it was
clear that the music was meant to
carry the performance. And carry
it, it did. From the chilling opening
“Fil Ard” (originally “Look Down”’)
to the stirring finish, “Kul Oghany
Bi Aala Saout” (originally “Can You
Hear the People Sing?”), there was
rarely a weak vocal moment.

Under the musical direction of

Dr. Neveen Allouba, the ensemble
proved cohesive on the whole,
with tight harmonies and strong
choruses such as “Sahib El Makan”
(originally “Master of the House”)
which brought some laughs to an
otherwise heavy production. But
it was the soloists who captured
the night. The musical’s most pow-
erful solos, from “Helimt Helm”
(originally “I Dreamed a Dream”)
to “Sibo Ya’ish” (originally “Let
Him Live”) to “IshhadiYa Nogoum”
(originally “Stars”), were delivered
to perfection,all the more haunting
in the Egyptian dialect.

Neither production would have
been possible without the solid
piano accompaniment of Rosa-
lie Capps who played for over
two hours, carrying the vocalists
through to a standing ovation.

/Dusty days

Livingin a desert country requires
adjustments, some you make after
getting it wrong only once while
other things keep sneaking up on
you over and over again and you
never really learn. Getting out of
the habit to leave your laundry
out to dry during the day is easy
once you stare sadly at your fa-
vourite shirt that suddenly looks
like the newest design of a tie dye
artist on crack. Locking all food
in airtight plastic boxes in the
fridge becomes par for the course
once you find legions of tiny ants
marching in military order in your
sugar, rice, pasta and flour.

| learned very quickly to have a
regiment of bottles filled with tap
water handy in my bathroom after
| slithered around in soapy-eyed,
shampoo-dripping inconvenience
when the water suddenly stopped
gushing out of my shower. But
leaving my windows open when
| leave my house is a habit | just
cannot seem to break. After liv-
ing for years in a country where
every house is insulated to the
point where fresh air is hard to
find indoors, | relish in letting the
breeze in.

However, sandstorms are a fact
of life in Egypt. There are times
in the year when the temperature
suddenly rises sharply, the wind
picks up from one moment to the
next and in the space of twenty
minutes the sun disappears and
the sky turns dirty ochre. And
it is always on the day after you
clean your house or hang up your
laundry.

A sandstorm is a bit like fall-
ing in love.You are happily going
about your business and out of
the blue it hits you, and when it
is gone it leaves a residue in every
possible corner of your life. It is

going to take a lot of time clean-

ADEL HEINE

ing it up and months later you can
still unexpectedly find little piles
of remnants.

The first time | saw the results
of a sandstorm was back in Hol-
land, strangely enough. Some un-
usual weather phenomenon had
sent lots of fine Sahara sand to
our little country and when | woke
up all the cars in the streets were
covered with a thin layer of yellow
sand.As a kid | thought it was ex-
citing, it made a nice change from
the ongoing rain and the word Sa-
hara alone was enough to send my
fertile imagination into overdrive,
Lawrence of Arabia style.

There was nothing romantic
about my first experience with a
sandstorm in Egypt. | had spent a
day off puttering around my apart-
ment, cleaning the floors, doing
laundry and what not. | noticed a
strange smell; it reminded me of
the first days the heaters would
be lit at school. The dust that had
accumulated during the few warm
months of the year would burn as
the heaters warmed up, creating a
distinctive, acrid scent.

When | opened the doors of
my balcony | first realised how
hot and windy it was and then |
saw a brown wall coming towards
me. | ran back inside, clutching
my newly laundered sheets, not

~

knowing what to expect but sure
it was not going to be fun.A few
minutes later the sandstorm was
all around me and | learned that
none of my windows and doors
closed properly. When it moved
on a few hours later there was
sand in my eyes, ears, between my
teeth and literally everywhere in
the house.

While it is annoying when your
cleanhouse turns to dust,a proper
full-on sandstorm can be danger-
ous. During the time | worked at
a dive centre a sandstorm picked
up on an evening when we had
a boat out on a night dive. Not
only had the wind picked up when
the divers amused themselves by
shining strong lights in the faces
of sleeping fish, wreaking havoc on
stomachs prolonging the journey
back by a few hours, just as the
lights of shore became visible a vi-
cious sandstorm hit. It obliterated
all visibility and left the captain
no choice other than throwing
out the anchor and riding out the
storm. They finally made it back
to shore at 2am and while the
divers boasted of their adventure
for the rest of the week, we had
been worried sick throughout the
ordeal.

Sandstorms carry more than
the finest dust and sand particles;
they whip plastic bags, candy
wrappers,paper and other assort-
ed garbage through the streets.
The best things | have seen fly-
ing around over the years are a
shoe, assorted clothing (including
a pair of enormous granny pants)
an umbrella and a toilet seat. Be-
sides soiling clean clothes, it also
airs our dirty laundry.

As | looked out the window of
the office a few days ago and saw
the dirty yellow sky | sighed and

thought of my open windows.

What's the price of fish got
to do with my project?
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