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Justice Party member Hazem 
Farouk 32

CRasH boom baNg

Four years of music and 
surprises with the Egyptian 
cover band 

8

Ne wstaNd PRiCe  Le 4.00

Issue No. 2091

Several luxurious resorts, a myriad of 
water sports and a world class golf 
course make up the resort town of 
Taba Heights.

Located in the northeast corner 
of the Sinai Pensinsula and between 
the imposing desert mountains and 
the waters of the Gulf of Aqaba, Taba 
Heights is the perfect getaway for golf 

enthusiasts and sun lovers alike.
Recently the annual Pro Am Invi-

tational Golf Tournament was held 
and over 40 professional and recre-
ational golfers tested their mettle on 
the challenging 18 holes of the Taba 
Heights golf course.

feature on page 7.

by mohamed salaheldin

President Morsy will issue a declaration 
in a few days to amend two articles of the 
presidential decree number 64 for 2004 
governing the Central Bank of Egypt, ac-
cording to state-owned Al-Ahram.

The cabinet has already approved 
the modification to the law that was 
issued by the Supreme Council of 
Armed Forces (SCAF) last year. 

In 2011, SCAF modified law number 
88 of 2003 to bring it into line with the 
banking law. The amendment puts in 
place rules to prevent a conflict of in-
terest with the bank’s board members 
and to guarantee their independence 
and integrity according to international 
norms and practices. 

The decree stipulated “no board 
member should have any interests 
conflicting with their duties, integrity 
requirements, independence or the 
confidentiality of information they ac-
quire as members of the central bank’s 
board, they should not be the heads, 
members, employees or consultants at 
commercial banks or financial groups.”

The amendment reduced the 
bank’s board members from fifteen 
to nine, consisting of; the governors, 
two deputies, the head of Egyptian Fi-
nancial Supervisory Authority (EFSA), 
a representative of the minister of fi-
nance and four experts fulfilling the 
aforementioned integrity conditions. 

Continued on page 5

by Rana muhammad taha

President Mohamed Morsy has is-
sued a decree to organise the consti-
tutional referendum into two stages, 
the final stage will take place next 
Saturday.

The first stage will take place on 15 
December as expected, when 10 gov-
ernorates including Cairo, Alexandria 
and Assiut will vote, reported state-
owned news agency MENA. 

The 17 remaining governorates 
will vote on 22 December; they in-
clude Giza, the Red Sea and Qena.

Presidential sources told Daily 
News Egypt that the decree was 
issued in response to the Supreme 
Electoral Committee’s (SEC) re-
quest. The SEC is tasked with or-
ganising the process of holding the 
referendum.

The referendum is governed by an 
old constitutional declaration issued 

by the Supreme Council of the Armed 
Forces (SCAF) in March 2011, it states 
that the referendum must take place 
within 15 days of the constitution be-
ing drafted.

Dalia Zeyada, executive director of 
Ibn Khaldoun centre for developmen-
tal studies said, “[splitting the referen-
dum] is an attempt to get around the 
[SCAF] constitutional declaration.” 

Continued on page 3

by ahmed aboul enein

The National Salvation Front, the larg-
est opposition group, called on Egyp-
tians to participate in the Saturday 
constitutional referendum and vote 
against the proposed draft.

“The National Salvation Front de-
clares all peaceful measures possible 
to bring down this constitution legiti-
mately, which is why we call on the 
people to vote against it,” said Popular 
Current leader Hamdeen Sabahy dur-
ing Wednesday’s press conference. 

The Front presented a list of five 
conditions which it would not partici-
pate in the referendum without, such 
as full judicial oversight and proper 
security both inside and outside vot-
ing booths. 

The opposition also called on the 
government to allow observers from 
local and international non-govern-
mental organisations to monitor the 
referendum and to announce the re-
sults in detail.

Finally, the NSF demanded the ref-
erendum be held over the course of 
one day. The Supreme Elections Com-
mittee had suggested holding it over 
two days earlier, due to the lack of 
judges willing to participate.

“The Front assures everyone that 
if these conditions are not met by the 

morning of the referendum, we will 
withdraw from participating and will 
call on the people to do the same,” 
said Sabahy.

Despite their decision to partici-
pate, the Front still called on Presi-
dent Mohamed Morsy to postpone 
the referendum for two or three 

months and hold a “serious national 
dialogue” with the aim of achieving a 
consensus over the draft constitution.

“We want to stress that this ref-

erendum is not the end of the road 
and that our people, with the National 
Salvation Front at their side, will con-
tinue the struggle to bring down this 

constitution and reach another one 
through national consensus in order 
to achieve the goals of the 25 January 
revolution.”

At the time of print, Morsy issued a 
presidential decree at the request of 
the Supreme Electoral Committee to 
hold the referendum over two days: 
Saturday 15 December and Saturday 
22 December.

This breaks one of the conditions 
the NSF put forth in order to partici-
pate in the referendum. Front spokes-
person Khaled Dawoud told Daily 
News Egypt this does not necessarily 
mean they will no longer participate, 
just that no final decision has been 
made yet.

“I think we just took the decision, 
so far we are participating. This was 
one of several conditions [we put 
forth to participate] but there will be 
other meetings [to revise the deci-
sion],” said Dawoud.

The NSF is a broad opposition co-
alition composed of several secular 
and revolutionary parties and groups. 

Al-Dostour Party Chairman and 
Nobel laureate Mohamed ElBara-
dei serves as a coordinator with 
Sabahy and former Arab League 
Secretary General Amr Moussa, 
being the two other notable oppo-
sition leaders.the National salvation front agreed to participate in the referendum if its conditions were met (file photo) 

10.2279

Shahira Amin writes:

Whatever the result of the refer-
endum, it appears likely that the 
rift it has created will have long 
lasting effects
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Egyptian Stock Exchange
Closing Daily Change

EGX 30 5,158.38 3.83%

EGX 70 457.67 3.99%

EGX 100 767.63 3.48%

EGX 20 5,926.53 3.33%

Commentary

6.15 6.18

7.8817

9.7572

1.631

8.2619

1.6513

6.5046 6.8184

NSF calls for “No” vote in referendum
opposition group’s conditions for participation in referendum yet to be met
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The greens of Taba Heights

Morsy to confirm CBE law 
Presidential declaration to entrench SCAF era 
modifications of Central Bank of Egypt governance

Referendum split
Concerns over the legality of decision to spread the referendum over a week and the 
integrity of the results

an egyptian residing in dubai votes on the draft constitution at the egyptian consulate in the gulf emirate on 12 december 

by ahmed aboul enein

Al-Marg Misdemeanour Court sen-
tenced activist Alber Saber to three years 
in prison for “contempt of the Muslim 
and Christian religions,” on Wednesday.

“Three years for what? There is noth-
ing on him. This is an unjust ruling, they 
have nothing against the boy,” said Kari-
man Meseeha, Saber’s mother, who was 
in tears after the verdict was announced.

The court also set bail at EGP 1,000 
and Saber’s lawyers said they would ap-
peal the verdict. He was supposed to be 
released Wednesday but was sent back 
to prison due to a clerical error.

“As the lawyers were paying his bail, 
the court just ordered him back to 
prison. Obviously the clerk made a 
mistake and the judge didn’t notice it,” 
said Ahmed Ezzat, member of Saber’s 
defence team and of the legal division 
of the Association for Freedom of 
Thought and Expression.

He added that since next Saturday is 
a public holiday due to the scheduled 
referendum on the constitution, it is 
unlikely Saber will be released before 
Sunday. His lawyers are set to start the 
appeal process Thursday, and a court 
date is expected after three or four 
weeks, time which Saber would spend 
outside of prison.

Continued on page 2

Saber sentenced 
for blasphemy
Three years in prison for 
questioning religion
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east Cairo attorney general 
announces return to bench
Mostafa Khater responded to decision to transfer him by saying he would 
return to work as a judge

al-Hosseini abu Deif dies 
of injuries
Al-Fajr journalist was shot in the head as he filmed clashes by the presidential 
palace last week

al-sadat Metro attacked 
Masked men attempt to close down Metro station

saber sentenced 
for blasphemy
Three years in prison for questioning religion

tahrir Doctors file complaint against FJp dentist
Tahrir Doctors’ Society has accused an FJP member of torture

By Basil El-Dabh

Attorney General of East Cairo 
Mostafa Khater says he will step 
down from his position and return 
to the bench and end his work “on 
behalf of the public,” according to 
state-owned MENA. 

The decision came the same day 
General Prosecutor Tala’at Abdal-
lah issued a decision to transfer 
Khater to the Court of Appeals in 
Beni Suef for six months. 

Abdallah’s decision came af-
ter the release of 137 defendants 
under Khater in the aftermath of 
clashes at the Presidential Palace 
last Wednesday, when the pros-
ecution cited lack of sufficient evi-
dence for trials. Twelve remained 

in custody for possessing weapons 
that included firearms and knives.

During his press conference last 
Saturday, Supreme Guide of the 
Muslim Brotherhood Mohamed Ba-
die said that those released should 
be rearrested and prosecuted. 

In his address on 6 December, 
before the detainees were re-
leased, President Mohamed Morsy 
had called them “hired thugs” 
who had confessed to committing 
crimes. Prosecutors released the 
detainees shortly after the presi-
dent’s address.

Abdallah was appointed by Presi-
dent Morsy following his 22 No-
vember constitutional declaration, 
dismissing Abdallah’s predecessor 
Abdel Meguid Mahmoud from his 

post, a polarising decision across 
Egypt’s political spectrum.

Khater was involved in a num-
ber of major investigations over 
the past year examining the deaths 
of protesters during last year’s up-
rising. 

He was also involved in the inves-
tigation into the killing of Lebanese 
singer Suzanne Tamim.

The Judges’ Club called an emer-
gency meeting following Abdallah’s 
decision to discuss the General 
Prosecutor’s call to move Khater 
and decide how to proceed.

Prosecutors have announced 
that they will demonstrate in front 
of the High Court building in down-
town Cairo on Thursday in support 
for Khater.

By Ahmed Aboul Enein

Journalist Al-Hosseini Abu Deif died 
of his injuries on Wednesday follow-
ing a week-long coma. 

Abu Deif received a shotgun shell 
to the skull as he covered clashes out-
side the Presidential Palace last week.

A funeral was held on Wednesday 
afternoon from Al-Qasr Al-Aini hos-

pital through to the headquarters 
of the Press Syndicate and finally 
to Omar Makram Mosque in Tahrir 
Square.

Forensics specialists from Zein-
hom morgue made their way to the 
hospital to conduct an official autopsy.

Abu Deif was a reporter for Al-Fajr 
newspaper as well as being an inde-
pendent video journalist. 

He was shot as he filmed last 
week’s clashes between supporters 
of President Mohamed Morsy and 
opposition demonstrators outside 
the Presidential Palace.

His friends claimed on Sunday that 
he was “assassinated” by the Muslim 
Brotherhood for documenting the 
groups’ assaults on protesters during 
the clashes.

By Fady Salah

On Wednesday a group of masked 
men attempted to close down Al-
Sadat Metro station, before being 
stopped by station security personnel.

State-owned news agency MENA 
reported that 20 masked individuals 
entered the station on Wednesday 
morning throwing rocks on the Metro 
tracks, in an attempt to stop the trains. 

Spokesperson for the Metro au-
thority, Ahmed Abdel Hady, said the 

masked men entered the station at 
6am and stood on the tracks in an 
attempt to stop the carriages. He 
added that the men had been appre-
hended by station security personnel 
and handed over to metro police. 

Major General Mostafa Tamam, 
director of Metro police, refused to 
comment on the incident.

State-run Al-Ahram reported that 
the attackers were Tahrir Square 
protesters, who tried to close down 
the station to express their refusal of 

holding the referendum on the draft 
constitution on Saturday, as scheduled. 

Four windows and four gates of 
one of the metro carriages were de-
stroyed as a result to the attack.

Tarek Zaghloul, member of 6th of 
April Youth Movement, who was in Tah-
rir during the time of the attacks, said 
he did not see the attackers. “Accusing 
Tahrir Square protesters of carrying out 
such actions is a shameful attempt to 
distort our image. We are peaceful pro-
testers and we would never do that.”

Continued from page 1

Saber is accused of contempt of 
religion for making a video a year 
ago, in which he asked people to 
think for themselves and not follow 
religious authority figures.

He was initially arrested after a 
mob gathered outside his building 
and threatened to break into his 
house. Meseeha called the police 
for protection but they arrested 
Saber instead.

The prosecution initially accused 
him of spreading the film The Inno-
cence of Muslims on his Facebook 
account but this accusation was lat-
er proven false. The charges were 
later changed to spreading extrem-
ist views through social media.

Saber was attacked in Al-Marg 
police station following his initial 
arrest. Inmates cut his throat with 
a razor blade after police officer 
Mina Shenouda told them Saber 
had insulted religion.

Meseeha was forced to leave 
her home after her son’s ar-
rest. Threats were made against her, 

to the effect that her house and 
a nearby church would be burned.

“I expected this verdict. The po-
lice and prosecution were very bi-
ased against Alber from the start,” 
said Mohamed Farouk Saad, anoth-
er lawyer on Saber’s defence team 
and member of the Arab Network 
for Human Rights Information.

Saber is a political activist who 
participated in the 25 January 
Revolution and was the coordina-
tor of street action and protests 
for the National Association for 
Change, led by Mohamed ElBara-
dei, of which Saber was a founding 
member in 2010.

His friends suspect his opposi-
tion to the ruling Muslim Brother-
hood is related to his arrest and 
ill-treatment.

“My son has lost the years of his 
youth, he will come out of prison 
at 30 years old! He wasted a year 
dodging State Security, another on 
the revolution and now they want 
to lock him up for three more? If 
this is what the revolution brings I 
don’t want it,” said Meseeha.

By Hend Kortam  

Tahrir Doctors’ Society, made up of 
doctors who actively support the 
revolution, accused Freedom and 
Justice Party member, Hazem Farouk, 
of torturing citizens.

Hazem Farouk is the Chairman 
of the Dentists’ General Syndi-
cate and a former member of the 
dissolved People’s Assembly. The 
statement, which was backed by 
a video, states that Farouk appre-
hended citizens and tortured them 
mercilessly. It added that victims 
were tortured in order obtain con-
fessions saying they worked for se-
curity forces. 

The video accompanying the state-
ment shows incidents of torture. At 
one point a shirtless man, whose 
hands are tied behind his back, is asked 
to lie on the floor. He is told that his 
hands will not be untied until after he 
has confessed. 

The doctors said they feel morti-
fied that someone involved in such a 
crime belongs to their profession. 

The society filed a complaint 
against Farouk to the prosecutor 
general and demanded immediate 
investigations into the incident. It 
also demanded that Farouk be in-
vestigated by the Ethics Committee 
of the Dentists’ Syndicate.  The Den-
tists’ General Syndicate could not be 
reached for a comment. 

The society also demanded that 
the Freedom and Justice Party inves-
tigates Farouk and clearly states its 
stance on the crime. Ahmed Sobei, a 
spokesperson for the party said that 
such complaints are made to destroy 
people’s reputations. “I had a com-
plaint filed against me,” he said. 

Sobei said that Farouk is a good 
person and that even if he were pres-
ent at the clashes he would not do 
something like that. “If they have vid-
eos and witnesses, let them present 
them,” Sobei said. “Even if there is a 
video, it is not real,” he added.  

Sobei said that the accusations are 
not worth replying to and are an “in-
sult to the revolution.”

There are allegations that Free-
dom and Justice Party and Muslim 
Brotherhood members tortured 
anti-Morsy protesters during violent 
clashes which took place outside the 
Presidential Palace, last week. The 
clashes left at least eight dead and 
over 700 injured.   

Human Rights Watch released a 
report on Wednesday calling for in-
vestigations into the, “detention and 
abuse of several dozen anti-govern-
ment protesters in Cairo by Muslim 
Brotherhood members.” The human 
rights group called on the general 
prosecutor to investigate the deaths, 
injuries and the failure of security 
forces to intervene. 

Sadat Metro station during rush hour (File photo)

Demonstrators run away from tear gas as they remove a barrier from outside 
the Egyptian Presidential Palace’s main gate during a demonstration on 4 De-
cember. Hazem Farouk is accused of torturing people seized during  the clashes
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The Cabinet Office case files
What happened a year ago outside the Cabinet Office?

On 16 December, it will be a year since soldiers tried to forcibly disperse a three-week-old 
peaceful sit-in outside the Cabinet Office in central Cairo. Five days of clashes followed, during 
which 17 protesters were killed and nearly 1,000 injured. Each day this week we bring you the 
story of one of the victims and a recommendation to the authorities.

Case #5 - torture targeting doctors

On 19 December 2011, Dr Ahmed Hussein Abdel Salam received a phone call from someone at the 
field hospital in Omar Makram Mosque. The army had surrounded the hospital as they chased protest-
ers in Tahrir Square. Ahmed Salam set off for the hospital to help, but the army stopped him. After he 
said he was a doctor, he was beaten on the spot and arrested. 

He was taken to the Cabinet Offices building. There, during up to 12 hours, he was beaten, given 
shocks with electric batons, kicked and burned with cigarettes. At one point he passed out. When he 
regained consciousness he was alone with two soldiers and an officer. They continued kicking him and 
insulting him for treating what they called “paid thugs”, referring to the protesters. Before releasing him, 
the officer threatened him with death if he would speak about what had happened. 

Two days after he was released, Dr Ahmed Hussein Abdel Salam filed a complaint with the Public 
Prosecution against the head of SCAF, the head of the military police and the Minister of Interior. 

 

Amnesty International’s recommendation # 5

In order to deal with this legacy of human rights abuses, the Egyptian authorities should, among 
other things:

Ensure that the new constitution guarantees that military forces are subject to civilian oversight and 
can be held accountable for human rights violations.

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 3 million supporters, members and activists 
in over 150 countries and territories who campaign to end grave abuses of human rights.

By Joel Gulhane

Police have secured the governorate 
building in Suez following demonstra-
tions calling for the removal of the 
governor.

A Daily News Egypt correspon-
dent in Suez reported that 200 people 
marched on the governorate building 
in Suez on Tuesday morning.

The group began a sit-in which cul-
minated on Tuesday night.

They were protesting against the 
referendum on the constitution and 
they demanded Governor Samir Ajlan 
be replaced, arguing that he only rep-
resents the Muslim Brotherhood, re-
ported state-owned Ahram Gate.

On Wednesday police forces moved 
in to protect the governorate building.

Ajlan has insisted that he will go 
to the building tomorrow to continue 
his duties. He confirmed that every-
body has the right to protest peace-
fully, according to Ahram Gate.

The DNE correspondent re-
ported that protests are planned for 
Wednesday night. 

police move in 
to protect suez 
governorate 
building
Protests call for the 
resignation of the governor
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By Rana Muhammad Taha

In preparation for the referendum due 
to be held on Saturday, the National 
Council for Human Rights announced 
Wednesday it was tasked by the Su-
preme Electoral Committee (SEC) 
with  managing the process of observ-
ing the referendum.

“The SEC has passed this responsi-
bility over to us since it’s extremely busy 
preparing for the referendum,” Abdel 
Moneim Abdel Maqsood, NCHR mem-
ber and Muslim Brotherhood leading 
figure, said in a press conference held 
Wednesday. “That doesn’t mean that 
only observers affiliated with the Coun-
cil get to observe the referendum.

Abdel Maqsood stated that time 
is what pushed the SEC to take such 
a decision. He promised that during 
the next parliamentary elections due 
to take place shortly after the refer-
endum, should the constitution be 
passed, would witness a much bigger 
role for human rights organisations.

An Elections Support Commit-
tee has been established within the 
NCHR to oversee the referendum, 
Mohamed Al-Damaty, NCHR member 
said during the press conference. The 
committee includes Al-Damaty, Abdel 
Maqsood and Hoda Abdel Moneim.

 “The committee hereby vows to 
observe the elections with integrity 
and neutrality,” Al-Damaty said, adding 
that they shall stand at an equal dis-
tance between those who shall vote 
for or against the referendum. 

The NCHR refused to acknowl-
edge any organisations which already 
received permission from the SEC to 
supervise any previous elections. “Any 
organisations intent on observing the 
referendum shall approach us right 
away for permission,” Al-Damaty said.

“The council has notified all or-
ganisations which had observed pre-

vious elections with this decision to 
give them enough time to sign up for 
new permissions,” Abdel Maqsood 
said. “I expect that we shall give out 
around 15,000 observation permis-
sions. We have given out seven per-
missions already.”

Abdel Maqsood added that holding 
the referendum in two stages has given 
the NCHR more room in terms of 
providing permissions. Having to sub-
mit new permissions could complicate 
the observers’ mission.

“This is such short notice,” Mustafa 
Hegazy, official spokesperson of Shay-
feenkom elections watchdog, said. 
“How can you ask me to find the time 
to collect copies and IDs in a period of 
two days? It is nonsense.” 

Hegazy stated that at least a ten-day 
notice was needed for the observers 

to be ready. As far as Hegazy knows, 
Shayfeenkom has received no noti-
fication from the NCHR as regards 
getting permission to observe the 
referendum, though it had observed 
the 2012 presidential elections. 

The NCHR has witnessed the de-
parture of eight of its members during 
the past two weeks. Those who de-
parted, none of them from an Islamist 
background, criticised the way in which 
the council dealt with President Mo-
hamed Morsy’s latest decisions. 

Al-Damaty stated that the council 
doesn’t only comprise Islamists.

“I neither belong to the Muslim 
Brotherhood nor to the Freedom and 
Justice Party,” Al-Damaty said. “As a 
matter of fact, I spent 20 years in the 
leftist Al-Taggamu party.” Al-Damaty 
added that negotiations are under-

way with the resigning members in 
an attempt to bring them back into 
the council.

Seif Al-Islam Hammad, human rights 
lawyer who resigned from the council 
over a week ago, confirmed the nego-
tiations and said his decision to leave 
the council was final.

The Shura Council appointed 
new staff for the NCHR in Septem-
ber. Its head, Hossam El-Gheriany, is 
also the head of the constituent as-
sembly which drafted the constitu-
tion. At least seven of the 20 mem-
bers appointed are from an Islamist 
background. Since its establishment 
in 2003, the NCHR has often been 
viewed as being closely affiliated with 
the regime, a matter which has cost 
it much of its credibility among other 
human rights organisations.

By Basil El-Dabh

The first ballots for Egypt’s constitu-
tional referendum were cast today. 
Egyptian citizens living abroad began 
voting in elections on Wednesday, 
choosing whether or not to accept the 
country’s proposed draft constitution.

Approximately 586,000 Egyptians 
living abroad are eligible to vote in the 
controversial referendum.

The Egyptian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs stated that Egyptians living 
abroad had the option of either go-
ing to their embassies to cast their 
ballots in person or by post.

Those posting their ballots are re-
quired to print a copy from the web-
site of the Elections Commission and 
send it with a copy of their Egyptian 
identification cards. Citizens who had 
been registered for the last presiden-
tial elections are the only eligible vot-
ers for the referendum, as the minis-

try cited a law saying new voters could 
not be registered for the referendum.

Many Egyptian embassies will extend 
hours of operation from 8am-8pm in or-
der to enable the maximum number of 
voters to participate in the referendum. 

Voting at Egyptian embassies and 
missions throughout the world will 

continue until 15 December, on the 
same day citizens in Egypt will cast 
ballots to determine the future of the 
proposed constitution.

In the first round of the presidential 
elections in May 349,006 voters sub-
mitted ballots abroad while 301,720 
participated in the second round. 

Eventual winner Mohamed Morsy 
decisively won aggregate expatriate 
support in both rounds, gaining strong 
backing from high numbers of voters 
in Saudi Arabia and Gulf States. 

Expatriate voting was originally 
scheduled to commence on Saturday, 
but was postponed to Wednesday.

By Hend Kortam

A “dialogue” meeting called for by the 
armed forces on Tuesday night was can-
celled Thursday after insufficient interest.

The Minister of Defence, Major Gen-
eral Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, had called on 
national and political forces to attend a 
meeting, which would not tackle political 
issues but would be a “family gathering.”

Before the public had the time to 
understand the implications of the call, 
the meeting was postponed indefinitely. 

According to state-run media, the 
meeting was postponed because the 
reactions from political groups did 
not meet the army’s expectation.

Before the meeting was postponed, 
the National Salvation Front (NSF) 
said Amr Moussa, Mounir Fakhry Ab-
del Noor and possibly Mohamed El-
Baradei would represent the front, the 
largest opposition bloc in the country. 
The NSF boycotted a meeting called 
for by the president on Saturday. 

Yousry Al-Azabawy, political ex-
pert in Ahram Centre for Political 
and Strategic Studies (ACPSS) said 
the army’s invitation was strange. “It 
indicates that state institutions are 
floundering,” Al-Azabawy said. 

He believed the invitation was no 
more than a “slip of the tongue” of 
the minister of defence. “The proof is 

that there was no agenda,” he said. “It 
is also an indicator that the govern-
ment is week.”

Al- Azabawy believed the invitation 
should have come from the president, 
not the defence minister. He added that 
the invitation sends the message that 
the army is willing to take responsibility, 
should things spiral out of control. 

“The question we should ask right 
now is, is the army returning to the 
scene?” he said. 

Mohamed Ezz Al-Arab, another polit-
ical expert in ACPSS, felt the army’s invi-
tation was a genuine attempt by the army 
to resolve the crisis. “Why else would 
they have done it? For power?” he asked.  

Ezz Al-Arab did not think the army 
was trying to return to politics. “The 
army’s return, if it happens will be under 
new conditions and new rules,” he said. 
He believed the army wanted to prevent 
chaos and was trying to help the Islamists 
reach an agreement with the opposition. 

“But it appears that there were 
pressures from the presidency to 
not hold the dialogue,” he added. “I 
think the pressures were exercised 
from outside the presidency onto the 
presidency. I think they came from the 
Muslim Brotherhood,” he said.  

The army’s invitation came less than 
a day before the start of the referendum 
for expatriates on the constitution.

Continued from page 1

Zeyada said that President Morsy 
previously refused to postpone the 
referendum, using the March consti-
tutional declaration as the basis of his 
argument, but “now they are going 
against the March declaration.”

A disadvantage of the two-stage deci-
sion, Zeyada said, is that the results of 
each stage will be announced separately. 
“So the results of the first stage would 
be announced before the second stage 
begins. This could influence the decision 
of the voters in the second stage.” 

And if the results of the first stage are 
withheld until the second stage is com-

plete, Zeyada’s concern is that this would 
affect the integrity of the entire process.

Cairo University professor and con-
stitutional expert Ra’fat Fouda said “this 
referendum is void.” He said that calling 
for a referendum is within the president’s 
jurisdiction, but not within the jurisdic-
tion of the SEC. “Morsy called for a refer-
endum for 15 December, he didn’t men-
tion that it would be held in two stages.”

Egyptian expatriates have already 
started voting on the referendum 
Wednesday. The Judges club in Cairo 
announced on Tuesday that its judges 
would boycott the supervision of the 
referendum.  

Additional reporting by Ethar Shalaby

By Peter Hutchison

Toyota, Japan (AFP) - Brazilian giants 
Corinthians overcame Egypt’s Al Ahly 
1-0 in the last four of the Club World 
Cup in Japan on Wednesday to set up 
a likely final against European cham-
pions Chelsea.

A solitary goal from centre-for-
ward Paolo Guerrero was enough to 
see the Copa Libertadores winners 
progress, but it was nowhere near a 
convincing performance.

Much had been expected from the 
South American champions, including 
Chelsea transfer target Paulinho, and 
the Brazilians dominated possession in 
the first half with Al Ahly happy to let 
their opponents knock the ball around.

However, they were unable to turn 
possession into chances and goal-
scoring opportunities were few and 
far between during the opening period.

Corinthians midfielder Douglas 
was the first to go close, the number 
ten’s shot from the edge of the box 
creeping past goalkeeper Sherif Ekra-
my’s right-hand post on nine minutes.

Moments later Ramy Rabia missed 
a golden opportunity to put Al Ahly in 
front, heading wide from an unmarked 
position as the Corinthians’ defence 
stepped forward and failed to catch 
him offside.

The Sao Paulo club breathed a sigh of 
relief and regrouped, continuing to see 
most of the ball and on the half-hour 
mark they had their breakthrough, with 
Douglas again in the thick of the action.

The left-footed player floated an 
inch-perfect cross into the box that 
Guerrero headed across goal into 
the bottom corner, giving Ekramy no 
chance and sending the upwards of 
20,000 Corinthians fans into raptures.

Corinthians pressed for a second 
as midfield dynamo Paulinho started 
to make inroads into the opposition 
half, but a second goal inside the first 
45 minutes was not forthcoming.

In the second half it was all Al Ahly 
as the Egyptians surged forward, des-
perately looking for an equaliser.

Midfielder Ahmed Fathi wasted the 
best chance for the seven-time Afri-
can champions with a low shot into 
the side netting as the Corinthians 
defence started to look increasingly 
uncomfortable.

As the clock ran down a spirited 
Al Ahly began to send the ball into 
the opposition’s box at every op-
portunity but they were unable to 
level the game.

“I am frustrated that we lost. The 
players performed very well and I was 
hoping we could win,” said Al Ahly 
coach Hossam El-Badry.

The National Council for Human Rights has been tasked by the Supreme Electoral Committee with observing the 
constitution referendum

Egyptian expatriates vote on their country’s draft constitution at the Egyp-
tian consulate in Dubai 

An Egyptian man living in Oman casts his vote on the draft constitution at 
the Egyptian embassy in the Gulf sultanate’s capital Muscat 

Supporters of Egyptian President Mohammed Morsy shout slogans as Egyptian 
expats gathered at the embassy in Amman to vote on the draft constitution

Al-Ahly defender Ramy Rabia kicks the ball during their Club World Cup semi-
final football match against Brazil’s Corinthians in Toyota 
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armed forces cancel national meeting 
Call for dialogue meeting postponed shortly after being sCheduled

state human rights body to observe referendum
National Council for Human Rights to oversee vote, demands all organisations willing to observe the referendum to sign 
up for permission

egyptian expats vote on referendum 
Egyptian citizens living abroad submit ballots to 150 embassies around the globe.

Referendum split

al-ahly lose to Corinthians in Club 
world Cup semi-final
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Minister of Foreign affairs attends 
Friends of syria meeting
Friends oF syria expected to recognise syrian national council as 
legitimate representatives

By Joel Gulhane

The Friends of Syria recognised the 
Syrian National Coalition in a draft 
declaration before the meeting in 
Morocco on Wednesday, according 
to Reuters. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Mo-
hamed Amr attended the meeting, 
which includes over 130 representa-
tives from different countries and in-
ternational organisations such as the 
United Nations and the Arab League.

In his speech at the meeting he said, 
“the struggle of the Syrian people… 
has entered a crucial stage requiring 
all to join forces in order to support 
and ensure its unity,” state-owned 
MENA reported. 

Amr also emphasised the need for 
regional and international efforts to 
assist with the reconstruction of Syria 
after Bashar Al-Assad’s regime falls, 
according to MENA.

Amr was expected to meet with 
some of his counterparts on the 

sidelines including William Hague 
(Britain), Laurent Fabius (France) and 
Villy Søvndal (Denmark), according to 
MENA. They are expected to discuss 
how to strengthen bi-lateral relations 
and the current developments in the 
Middle East including the situation in 
Palestine and Syria.

This is the fourth meeting of the 
Friends of Syria group and the first 
since the formation of the Syrian Na-
tional Coalition.

Many countries have recognised 

the coalition as the legitimate rep-
resentative of the Syrian people 
since the six countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council did so on 12 
November. The European Union 
announced its recognition of the 
group a few days ago.

United States President Barack 
Obama announced that his country 
recognises the coalition as the le-
gitimate representative of the Syr-
ian people just before the meeting in 
Morocco.

Vienna (AFP) - The United Nations 
atomic agency’s chief inspector said 
he hopes Iran will grant his team ac-
cess to the Parchin military base dur-
ing talks in Tehran on Thursday.

“We also hope that Iran will allow 
us to go the site of Parchin, and if Iran 
would grant us access we would wel-
come that chance and we are ready to 
go,” Herman Nackaerts told report-
ers at Vienna airport on Wednesday 
on his way to Tehran for the meeting.

The International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) says it has evidence 
suggesting Iran conducted explosives 
research at Parchin that would be ap-
plicable in making nuclear weapons.

Iran denies seeking or ever having 
sought nuclear weapons and has denied 
the IAEA access to Parchin, saying that 
as a non-nuclear site the agency has no 
right to conduct inspections there.

Tehran also says that the IAEA has al-
ready visited the site near Tehran twice, 
both times in 2005. The agency coun-
ters that since then, it has received ad-

ditional information about work there 
that makes it want to go back.

The IAEA says “extensive activi-
ties” have been spotted by satellite 
at Parchin, such as the scraping and 
removal of earth over a 25-hectare 
area, leading to western accusations 
that Iran is destroying evidence.

The alleged nuclear work at 
Parchin is part of a range of suspected 
activities summarised in a major IAEA 
report released in November 2011.

The report said the alleged evi-

dence was “overall, credible” and 
that it indicated that until 2003, and 
possibly since, Iran carried out work 
“relevant to the development of a 
nuclear explosive device”.

Because the bulk of the informa-
tion in the report comes from foreign 
intelligence agencies, Iran has said it 
is either forged or related to non-
nuclear work.

Thursday’s meeting between 
Nackaerts’ team and Iranian officials 
is the latest in a string of fruitless 
talks this year between the Iranians 
and the IAEA, which has pressed Iran 
to address the claims and grant ac-
cess to Parchin and other sites and 
individuals.

The United States has warned that 
it will push for the board of the Vien-
na-based agency to refer Iran to the 
UN security council if Tehran displays 
no “substantive cooperation” by an 
IAEA board meeting in March.

Watching the talks closely will be 
six major powers keen to restart dip-
lomatic efforts to resolve the decade-
long and escalating crisis over Iran’s 
nuclear programme.

Those efforts are focused more on 
Iran’s current activities, in particular 
its expanding ability uranium enrich-
ment to fissile purities of 20 per cent.

This is close to the level needed for 
a weapon but which Tehran says is for 
nuclear medicines. Multiple UN secu-
rity council resolutions have called on 
Iran to suspend all enrichment.

Niamey (AFP) - Libya on Wednesday 
reiterated its call for the extradition 
of slain Libyan dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi’s son Saadi from Niger, which 
has granted him asylum since Septem-
ber 2011 on “humanitarian” grounds.

“The Libyan party has noted the 
threat posed by the presence in Ni-
ger of members of the former Libyan 
regime,” said a government statement 
issued after a visit to Niamey by Liby-
an Prime Minister Ali Zeidan.

Libya “renewed its request for the 
extradition of those wanted people... 
and stressed that their trial in Libya 
would comply with international law.”

The statement said that Libya has in-
sisted that the former regime officials 
not be extradited to any third country.

“So far, we have not decided any-
thing, consultations should continue, 
based on the terms of the Libyan re-
quest and existing provisions in inter-
national law,” Niger’s foreign minister 
Mohamed Bazoum told AFP.

Three of Gaddafi’s sons were killed 
in the 2011 uprising that brought 
down Gaddafi’s 42-year rule, includ-
ing Mutassim, who was murdered by 
rebels on the same day as his father.

Several key members of the Gad-
dafi clan have survived however, in-

cluding Gaddafi’s erstwhile heir ap-
parent Saif al-Islam, who is wanted by 
the International Criminal Court but 
detained in Libya.

Former Libyan Olympic Commit-
tee chief Muhammad, and Hannibal 
who made headlines with his scan-
dal-packed European holidays, are 
believed to be in Algeria, as is the fallen 
tyrant’s daughter Aisha.

Saadi Gaddafi, who found shelter 
in neighbouring Niger when his fa-
ther’s regime was crumbling, was best 
known as the head of Libya’s football 
federation and a player who paid his 
way into Italy’s top flight.

Niger justified the move as mo-
tivated by “humanitarian” reasons, 
arguing it had insufficient guarantees 
Libya’s new rulers would give Gad-
dafi’s son a fair trial.

Around 30 senior regime officials 
are believed to have crossed into 
Niger at the same time but the au-
thorities in Niamey have not said how 
many remain on their soil.

Interpol had issued a “Red No-
tice” for Saadi Gaddafi for “alleg-
edly misappropriating properties 
through force and armed intimida-
tion when he headed the Libyan 
Football Federation.”

Baghdad (AFP) - An alleged Al-Qaeda 
inmate in a Baghdad prison detonated 
explosives in an attempted suicide 
bombing on Wednesday, wounding 
four people and badly injuring himself, 
officials and a prisoner.

An interior ministry official said an 
inmate belonging to Al-Qaeda blew 
himself up in the prison in central 
Baghdad.

“The prisoner was able to gather 
the explosives over a number of days” 
and apparently formed them into an 
explosive belt, the official said, with-
out providing details on the source of 
the explosives.

A police officer confirmed that the 
bomber survived the blast and was 
taken to Al-Kindi hospital.

An inmate told AFP by telephone 
from inside the jail that the bomber 

tried to approach guards but was un-
able to do so and blew himself up 
anyway.

Justice ministry spokesman Hai-
dar al-Saadi said in an emailed state-
ment that the bomber, named as 
Ahmed Majid Hamid al-Shammari, 
had been sentenced to death under 
Iraq’s anti-terrorism law, and that 
he used fuel from cigarette lighters 
in the attack.

The bombing came a day after 
families were allowed to visit pris-
oners, Saadi said, without specifying 
if Shammari’s family had visited him, 
or if it is suspected that materials 
used in the attack had been smug-
gled in that way.

Prisons in Iraq are periodically hit 
by escape attempts, uprisings and 
other unrest.

Khartoum (AFP) - Funding for the re-
covery of Sudan’s war-ravaged Dar-
fur region is in jeopardy unless the 
government eases restrictions on 
international aid personnel, a senior 
US envoy said on Wednesday.

Dane Smith, the American admin-
istration’s senior adviser for Darfur, 
also said militias are “seemingly out 
of control” and have been implicated 
in attacks on peacekeepers, yet the 
government shows little interest in 
prosecuting the culprits.

Darfur, in Sudan’s far west, has 
endured nine years of conflict since 
ethnic African rebels rose up against 
the Arab-dominated Khartoum gov-
ernment in 2003.

Although violence is largely down 
from its peak, more than one million 
people remain displaced in camps, 

villages have been razed, and over-
lapping conflicts continue including 
rebel-government fighting, banditry, 
inter-Arab and tribal disputes.

An international conference to 
raise funds for Darfur’s recovery is 
planned for early next year in Doha.

But it comes as donors, including 
the United States, face an “increas-
ingly difficult” time getting staff into 
Darfur to assess and supervise their 
aid projects, Smith said.

“This issue of access to Darfur 
must be resolved. It jeopardises 
the Doha donor conference that 
is planned now for next year,” he 
said, speaking during his final visit 
to Sudan, at the end of a two-year 
appointment.

“The issue must be resolved fa-
vourably. You can’t have it both ways.”

Delegates at the conference of the Friends of Syria group meeting of Arab and Western states in Marrakesh 

International Atomic Energy Agency Deputy Director General and Head of the Department of Safeguards Herman M.G. 
Nackaerts (right) speaks to journalists with his team as he leaves to another trip to Iran at Schwechat Airport, near Vienna

iaea says hopes for parchin access in iran visit

Fresh libya request for niger 
to extradite gaddafi son

iraq ‘al-Qaeda’ inmate in prison 
suicide bombing bid

Darfur funding in jeopardy 
without aid access: Us envoy
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Former high-ranking Bosnian Serb general Zdravko Tolimir, crosses himself as he waits for the 
the Yugoslav war crimes tribunal to deliver its judgement. The UN court sentenced Bosnian Serb 
general Tolimir to life in prison for genocide charges for his role in the 1995 Srebrenica massacre.

yugoslav war crime judgement
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By Nasser Youssef

Economic watchdogs have expressed 
anxiety about the possibility of fur-
ther downgrading in Egypt’s credit 
rating and the devaluation of the 
Egyptian pound.

President of the Middle East Rating 
and Investors Services (MERIS), Amr 
Hassanin, stated that Egypt’s decision 
to postpone acceptance of the IMF 
loan could lead to yet another down-
grading in the country’s credit rating. 

However, he added, “I don’t think 
any change in Egypt’s credit rating 
will take place until after the referen-
dum on the constitution is held and 
its results have been made clear.” The 
country’s current economic situation 
is “terrible” and it has become very 
difficult for Egypt to attract investors. 
The country, he said, is in a state of 
“open-heart surgery.”

The government’s recent decision to 
raise taxes was done in an attempt to 
strengthen its position before its meet-
ing with the IMF scheduled for this 
month. However the subsequent freez-
ing of tax hikes has left the government 
in a weak bargaining position, leading it 
postpone acceptance of the loan.

“Postponing acceptance of the 
loan would have a large effect on the 
country’s economy and finances. Any 
potential downgrade in Egypt’s credit 
rating would also serve as a broader 
reflection the country’s status quo,” 
said the Head of Research and Chief 
Economist of Pharos Holding for Fi-
nancial Investments, Hany Genena.

He stated that postponing the ac-
ceptance of the loan could potentially 

lead to the collapse of the Egyptian 
pound, something which could lead 
to a 20 per cent decrease in im-
ports entering the country. Ganena 
also added that the rate of defaulting 
among Egyptian producers would in-
crease since the majority of debts and 
cost structure are in US dollars, while 
revenues are in pounds. 

“The decision to postpone talks 
regarding acceptance of the IMF loan 

represented a desire on part of the 
fund and its donor countries to reach 
a deal with the Egyptian government,” 
said Cairo University’s economics 
professor and previous adviser to the 
IMF, Fakhry El-Fiqi.

He added that postponement of 
the talks was necessary in order to 
grant the government ample time to 
stabilise the country’s political and 
economic environment.

Continued from page 1

This led to the exit of the Tarek 
Amer, Chairman of the National 
Bank of Egypt, Mohamed Barakat, 
Chairman of Banque Misr Abdel-
Salam El-Anwar, former Chairman 
HSBC Egypt, Hassan Abdallah, the 
managing director of Arab African 
International Bank, Hazem Has-
san the prominent accountant and 
auditor, Muna Zulfikkar the legal 
expert and the board member of 
EFG Hermes Investment Bank, Alaa 
Sabaa the economic expert and 
Ziad Bahaa Eldin the former head 
of EFSA.

The number of experts was re-
duced by half; representatives of 
the ministers of planning and for-
eign commerce were dismissed, 
leaving only a representative for 
the finance minister.

The law says in case of absence 
or incapacity of the governor, he 
shall be replaced by the older dep-
uty, who, in case of absence, is re-
placed by the second deputy.

The project law that will be an-
nounced soon, modifies articles 18 
and 19 of the presidential decree 
64 to read as follows:

Article 18: “the bank board shall 
be formed by the chairmanship of 

the governor and the membership 
of the two deputy governors, the 
head of the financial supervisory 
authority, a representative of the 
minister of finance nominated by 
the minister, and four members 
with experience in financial, mon-
etary, banking, legal or economic 
issues, appointed by the president 
for a four-year renewable term.”

Article 19: “the governor and the 
board members should be Egyp-
tian and of Egyptian parents, free 
to practice their political and civil 
rights, of good reputation and never 
convicted of a felony or a crime in-
volving moral turpitude, with no in-
terests that could interfere with his 
duties or his neutrality in the discus-
sions and decision-making process, 
and must be experienced in the field 
of banking and economics.” 

The modification also gives the 
president the right to unilaterally 
nominate the next CBE governor, 
and the four experts in monetary, 
financial, banking, legal or economic 
affairs.

The new text doesn’t specify 
who will choose the two vice-gov-
ernors as it doesn’t clearly stipulate 
the governor’s authority to appoint 
any number of deputies, as in the 
previous law.

By Mohamed El-Bahrawi

Qatar National Bank (QNB) Group 
announced that it is in “definitive 
agreement” with the French bank 
Societe Generale concerning the ac-
quisition of its entire stake in National 
Societe Generale Bank Egypt (NSGB).

Societe Generale owns 77.17 per 
cent of NSGB. 

QNB Group will launch a manda-
tory tender offer (MTO) for 100 per 
cent of the share capital of NSGB 
upon the approval of the Egyptian Fi-
nancial Supervisory Authority (EFSA).

The offer totals $2,558 million. The 
price to be offered to all shareholders 
will be converted into EGP at the time 
of the filing of the MTO with EFSA. 

QNB intends to use its own 
funds for the acquisition of NSGB 
and is expected to remain capital-
ised after the transaction with a 
core tier 1 capital ratio of almost 
15 per cent. NSGB would then rep-
resent 10 per cent and 8 per cent of 
combined total deposits and loans 
respectively and 10 per cent of the 
combined net income.

 “This transaction is in line with 
QNB Group’s international strat-
egy, which has become an integral 
part of our growth and commit-
ment to diversify revenue sources. 
The Egyptian financial sector rep-
resents a significant growth op-
portunity with its combination of 
growth potential, increased future 

penetration of banking services, 
young and dynamic population to 
be served and the core links of 
Egypt within the Middle East and 
North Africa. We look forward to 
the addition of NSGB into QNB 
Group’s global network,” said QNB 
Group’s Chief Executive Officer Ali 
Shareef Al-Emadi

Prime Minister Hisham Qandil speaks during the last visit to Egypt by IMF Managing director Christine Lagarde (file photo)

QNB entered into a definitive agreement with Societe Generale to acquire NSGB

Delay of iMF deal presages 
economic deterioration
Anxiety due to possible downgrading of Egypt’s credit rating and the collapse of the Egyptian pound 

QnB in final stages of nsgB acquisition 

Company Turn Over Market Cap.
Name Daily YTD 12-Mths. Max. Price Min. Price  (EGP Mill.)  (EGP Mill.)

Commercial Bank COMI Banks 34.45 34.14 1.64% 82.57% 58.28% 34.50 33.58 61.70 1,807,513 20,060.87
NSGB NSGB Banks 40.00 39.35 5.02% 93.75% 67.59% 40.00 37.99 5.554 141,154 16,619.29
Ezz Steel ESRS Basic Resources 9.35 9.00 5.14% 141.29% 87.89% 9.35 8.64 15.64 1,738,542 4,650.35
ELSWEDY ELECTRIC SWDY Industrial Goods and Services and Automobiles 21.98 21.86 3.50% 5.40% -1.58% 22.20 21.40 1.029 47,071 4,718.59
MRRIDIVE MOIL Industrial Goods and Services and Automobiles 1.06 1.04 2.97% -13.95% -21.72% 1.06 1.02 7.74 1,213,893 361.98
AIC Contracting AIND Financial Services excluding Banks 0.47 0.45 2.27% -13.46% -18.18% 0.47 0.44 5.216 11,473,171 235.23
Amer Group Holding AMER Financial Services excluding Banks 0.73 0.72 2.86% 30.91% 9.09% 0.73 0.70 8.49 11,847,084 2,127.79
EK Holding EKHO Financial Services excluding Banks 1.11 1.10 1.85% 12.24% 4.76% 1.12 1.08 4.432 656,023 906.44
EFG-Hermes HRHO Financial Services excluding Banks 10.6 10.45 3.36% 4.40% 1.46% 10.74 10.14 18.69 1,789,024 4,835.56
Pioneers Holding PIOH Financial Services excluding Banks 4.16 4.02 5.24% 81.08% 54.02% 4.17 3.85 9.926 2,472,064 1,910.00
Citadel Capital CCAP Financial Services excluding Banks 3.35 3.28 3.80% 28.63% 16.31% 3.39 2.85 15.46 4,713,352 2,065.75
Raya Holding RAYA Technology 4.98 4.88 5.17% 40.23% 23.23% 4.99 4.67 2.738 561,485 298.00
Telecom Egypt ETEL Telecommunications 12.91 12.82 4.14% -2.95% -8.23% 13.20 12.40 11.50 896,785 21,014.05
Orascom Telecom Media And Technology OTMT Telecommunications 0.54 0.53 1.92% 53.50% 53.50% 0.55 0.51 29.459 55,564,131 2,727.76
Orascom Telecom ORTE Telecommunications 3.71 3.66 3.10% 111.76% 111.76% 3.76 3.53 28.57 7,807,724 18,622.20
Sidi Kerir Petrochemicals SKPC Chemicals 12.71 12.40 1.39% 4.11% -0.48% 12.75 12.24 3.123 251,875 6,420.75
Egyptian Financial and Industrial EFIC Chemicals 9.22 9.20 3.25% 3.25% -4.96% 9.37 8.90 3.02 327,997 617.48
AMOC AMOC Oil and Gas 74.89 73.38 1.19% 9.62% 9.62% 74.89 72.50 0.587 7,998 6,243.97
Juhayna Food Industries JUFO Food and Beverage 6.7 6.36 1.27% 63.08% 52.15% 6.75 6.28 1.56 244,852 4,434.02
Orascom Construction Industries (OCI) OCIC Construction and Materials 246.50 242.26 2.62% 20.44% 15.56% 247.00 237.00 27.056 111,679 49,326.18
Delta Construction & Rebuilding DCRC Construction and Materials 5.99 5.87 3.53% -23.67% -31.66% 5.99 5.68 0.83 141,302 131.01
Modern Co. For Water Proofing WATP Construction and Materials 1.72 1.68 4.35% -26.96% -26.64% 1.73 1.62 2.142 1,271,660 164.22
Palm Hills PHDC Real Estate 2.21 2.13 5.45% 95.41% 73.17% 2.21 2.03 38.37 18,056,634 2,117.61
TMG Holding TMGH Real Estate 4.15 4.08 4.62% 37.84% 17.58% 4.20 3.94 26.180 6,420,779 8,047.89
National Real Estate Bank NRPD Real Estate 18.25 18.02 3.68% -8.15% -19.30% 18.40 17.50 2.76 153,269 67.83
Six of October OCDI Real Estate 18.50 18.20 3.88% 128.36% 79.84% 18.70 17.60 7.384 405,658 1,588.65
El Kahera Housing & Development ELKA Real Estate 5.65 5.56 3.54% 43.30% 30.52% 5.72 5.41 2.73 491,306 503.44
Arab Cotton Ginning ACGC Personal and Household Products 3.58 3.44 5.20% 63.03% 40.41% 3.58 3.23 11.438 3,329,921 865.95
Oriental Weavers ORWE Personal and Household Products 23.2 23.00 2.45% -16.98% -19.19% 23.20 22.50 0.16 6,747 2,020.50
Egyptian Tourism Resorts EGTS Travel & Leisure 0.97 0.95 3.26% 13.10% 1.06% 0.98 0.92 3.774 3,957,127 966.00

Daily Performance Volume 
Trade

Reuters 
Code

Last 
Price

Sector
Close 
Price

Returns

Market Brief

Daily EGX30 index performance

Market indices performance

Markets No. Volume Value(LE) Trades
Listed 180 173,400,698 564,722,078 28,731

Stocks 179 173,315,098 467,367,062 28,727
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CBe law 

Moving forward with its campaign 
entitled “Here for the Youth of Egypt, 
Here for the Champions of Tomor-
row”, adidas has selected the city 
of Alexandria to carry out the 2nd 
phase of its campaign. 

The 3-year campaign, launched by 
adidas last year, aims at supporting 
youth sports in Egypt through reno-
vating public youth centers in vari-
ous underprivileged areas. The first 
phase of the campaign began at the” 
Ein Shams Youth Center” in Cairo.

The newly renovated Ein Shams 
Youth Center, located in Matteria, 
one of the most densely populated 
urban areas in Egypt, has opened its 
doors to benefit over 3000 members 
from surrounding neighborhoods.

To fulfill its promise, for the second 
consecutive year of its CSR campaign 
adidas has chosen “Al Shalalat Youth 
Center” located in the city of Alexan-
dria for this year’s renovation process.

The renovation of the Al-Shalalat 
Youth Center involves maintenance 
of its ground facilities, which protect 

the football field and give children a 
safe area to play their favorite sport. 
Mechanical and electrical upgrades 
have also been planned in order to 
ensure that youth can access the 
facilities throughout the day. In ad-
dition to the large-scale renovation, 
adidas has also committed to pro-
viding maintenance for basic facili-
ties, such as seating areas for both 
players and fans. 

This on-going campaign demon-
strates adidas’ commitment to en-
riching the lives of the young people 
in areas that have been adversely 
affected, providing them the op-
portunities for participating in and 
enjoying sport, social and cultural 
activities. 

“The campaign involves the trans-
formation of one public youth center 
each year for 3 successive years,” said 
Kamal Hodroge, General Manager, 
adidas Egypt. “We selected this year’s 
center from a pool of potential cen-
ters in Alexandria using criteria based 
on center needs, area accessibility and 

number of community members ben-
efiting from the initiative.” 

Mr. Hodroge added, “Driven by 
our strong belief in sport as a great 
vehicle for change, this campaign fits 
properly with adidas instrumental 
role as a leading sports brand in in-
spiring participation in sports both 
globally and locally.”

“I’m so proud to be part of this 
ambitious initiative for the second 
year,” Wael Gomaa, a player in Al 
Ahly club and Egypt’s National Foot-
ball Team, expressed his pleasure for 
participating in this CSR campaign. 
“I was so delighted to see firsthand 
its dramatic impact last year through 
the appreciation and happiness on 
the faces of the youth of Ein Shams.”

Mahmoud Fathalla, a player in 
Zamalek club and Egypt’s National 
Football Team said, “I’m extremely 
pleased to join adidas in this pio-
neering CSR initiative which sets a 
great example of how companies can 
improve the quality of life in  disad-
vantaged communities.”

adidas takes its pioneering campaign to alexandria
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Vote “No” but do not boycott
Emad Al-Din Hussein
Al-Shorouk newspaper

Hussein encourages his readers to vote 
“No” at the constitutional referendum, 
rather than to boycott the ballot box. 
He argues that in politics, one is of-
ten limited to choosing between the 
lesser of two evils rather than between 
what’s good and bad. Boycotting the 
referendum means that Islamist groups 
will easily be able to pass their desired 
constitution, without having to mobilise 
their people to vote “Yes”. The Muslim 
Brotherhood and Salafis are scared of 
secular groups mobilising and the con-
stitution passing with less than a 60 
per cent majority. This fear spurred the 
Muslim Brotherhood to freeze the re-
cent presidential decree to raise taxes 
on some commodities.  

The columnist argues that if voters 
boycott the referendum, the constitu-
tion will pass, adding more strength 
to Islamist groups. Salafis will show up 
saying that Egyptians have chosen this 

constitution and that everyone should 
respect the results of the ballot box.  Vot-
ing  “No”, Hussein says, will give Egyptians 
another chance to rewrite the constitu-
tion on much more solid ground. Secular 
groups will also have the chance to test 
their mobilisation capabilities if voting 
“No”. The columnist finally states that 
he wishes to see secular groups mixing 
their call to vote “No” with a parallel dis-
cussion with the presidency to reach an 
accord on the controversial articles in 
the constitution. 

Delusional stability
Ahmed El-Sawy
Al-Shorouk newspaper

The ex-presidential candidate Se-
lim Al-Awa, who announced the 
new constitutional declaration last 
Saturday, has attempted to beautify 

the constitution and appeal to the 
voters to say “Yes”. From El-Sawy’s 
viewpoint, Al-Awa, who was a mem-
ber of the Constituent Assembly 
and agreed to all the constitution’s 
articles, badly marketed the idea 
through sugar-coated statements 
on stability and reform. Why is this 
legal expert trying to sell the idea 
of an unacceptable constitution 
and drag us to into a more aggres-
sive battle than that of the consti-
tutional declaration? If article 60 of 
the 2011 constitutional declaration 
was inviolable, the columnist asks 
why did President Morsy violate it 
by extending the work of the Con-
stituent Assembly for another two 
months? El-Sawy criticises Morsy’s 
behaviour in dealing with the re-
cent political crisis that has led to 
bloodshed. He denounces El-Awa’s 
contribution to a presidential press 
conference that announced the 
new constitutional declaration and 
affirmed the referendum would still 
move forward as scheduled. The 
upcoming constitution, according 
to El-Sawy, will divide Egyptians 
even more and will most probably 
lead to “higher waves in Egypt’s 
political ocean”. The significance 
of any constitution is how it unites 
people. The coming constitution is 
a sign of greater polarisation, warns 
El-Sawy.

commentaries against the 
constitution

As the constitutional referendum is getting closer, columnists have anal-
ysed the extent to which Islamist groups are promoting the constitution. 
Several writers have condemned the idea of moving forward with the 
referendum, encouraging Egyptians to vote “No” rather than boycotting. 

On a 40 minute Metro ride from New 
Marg station to Saad Zaghloul, trying 
to avoid the traffic jams across the city 
caused by anti- and pro-Morsy protests, 
the political discussions among the pas-
sengers are revealing. In Cairo’s under-
ground system, in which every carriage is 
always stuffed with hundreds of average 
Egyptians, people are constantly engag-
ing in heated discussions in a manner 
that sometimes amounts to verbal spar-
ring. The Islamist produced referendum 
definitely appears to be confusing to the 
average citizen, given the political com-
plications surrounding its overnight pro-
duction almost two weeks ago.

The general atmosphere during the 
journey is one of condemnation of the 
Islamist violence against the anti-Morsy 
protesters last Wednesday night in front 
of the Presidential Palace I believe it is 
the first time since the beginning of the 
revolution that the average citizen has 
had a strong and clear opinion of such 
political-revolutionary developments 
storming the country. 

During these loud discussions and 
debates, a young man in his late teens 
starts taking responsibility for defending 
Islamists, Mohamed Morsy, the constitu-
tion and playing the the overused “sta-
bility” card. The kid looks to me like a 
young Muslim Brotherhood member, 
who are known as Shabab Al Ikhwan 
(Brotherhood Youth). I claim I can spot 
them sometimes from their appearance 
and at other times from how they fire off 
memorised maxims one after the other 
in debates. As far as I am aware, it is a 
part of their duty to “educate” people 
through such discussions in the public 
sphere. At the end of the day, they know 
how to communicate with the people 
better than anyone else.

The young brother manages to 
switch the conversation towards the 
stability issue, which obviously most 
passengers agree with. Two revolution-
ary-looking young men step forward to 
oppose his claims. Passengers until this 

moment are neutral as they clearly dis-
approve of the violent escalations. The 
young brother smartly changes tack 
again and asks, “why not wait for the 
referendum and let everyone decide 
democratically?” The majority of the 
passengers seem to agree with this. So 
far, all this is healthy for a country that 
is being politically re-born.

The enthusiastic young revolutionar-
ies oppose the referendum based on 
their understanding that it is nothing 
but an attempt to spread the Brother-
hood’s power and control over the 
state’s institutions. The young brother 
quickly responds, “are you Muslim?” The 
two revolutionaries respond, yes. The 
brother: “What did Shari’a do to you to 
make you hate it so much?” A moment 
of silence prevails while they struggle to 
find the proper response. The kids then 
explain that they are not against Shari’a 
at all, but they oppose how the Islamists 
themselves are not clear about it and yet 
are using it to increase their power. 

The young brother responds, “why 
don’t you give a Shari’a a chance? What 
did Shari’a do to you? [repeating the 
question] Do we know better than Al-
lah?” At this moment the young brother 
wins the passengers’ approval. The kids 
lose and, taking advantage of the train 
stopping, quickly leave. 

This conversation is a clear example 
of the complexity of the political sphere 
at the moment. We’re a nation that 
seems to be largely against radical Islam, 
yet we have a strong sympathy towards 
whatever relates to religion, and in such a 
folkloric way, that we can be easily manip-
ulated. It is always a difficult conversation 
for the revolutionaries to have with the 
average Egyptian during election times. 

Both Islamists and the average citizen 
alike seem to ignore the lesson of the 
disastrous referendum of March 2011, 
when Islamists lobbied for a “Yes”, say-
ing this would please God, while a “No” 
would be against Islam. The majority 
took the bait. The result is that we now 

live in constitutional and political chaos 
that the Islamists themselves were suf-
fering from under the 13-months of ab-
solute military rule, before Morsy came 
to power. 

In an attempt to think like the Islamists, 
while ignoring their hunger for power, a 
question always strikes me. Why do they 
ignore the Medina Constitution of 622? 
Isn’t it an Islamist constitution produced 
by the Prophet himself? It is actually a 
document that some historians consider 
the first “civil” constitution in human his-
tory, which in establishing the first Islamic 
state granted freedoms and rights to 
people of different faiths and ethnicities. 
Why don’t Islamists re-visit this docu-
ment and try to find something in it that 
fits in today’s world? They probably need 
time to figure that out, but why ignore 
the concept? Was the Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH) wrong back then? I don’t 
think so! And of course today’s Islamists 
do not dare to think so either. 

Then why is it ignored now in prin-
ciple? Why do they involve God in a 
political process of losing or winning? 
How dare Islamists market such a fas-
cist constitution in the 21st century and 
claim it is what God wants and ma-
nipulate the average citizen’s respect 
of Islam in such a cheap way? What will 
happen if the majority of people vote 
“No”? Would that mean that God “lost 
this battle”? 

I believe pushing the people to vote 
“Yes” on such a defective constitution 
by appeals to God is the biggest sin 
against him. It is blasphemy, commit-
ted by Islamists. 

m.hamoud@thedailynewsegypt.com

Voting for god

MAHEr HAMouD

EDItor ’S lEt tEr

Egyptians living abroad headed to poll-
ing stations on Wednesday to vote in 
a referendum over the country’s first 
post-revolution constitution. In Egypt 
meanwhile, controversy over the pro-
posed constitution deepened. Rival 
mass protests were held nationwide 
on Tuesday ahead of next Saturday’s 
vote on the draft document.

Tensions have been running high since 
President Mohamed Morsy issued a con-
troversial constitutional declaration two 
weeks ago, giving him absolute powers 
and shielding him from judicial review. In 
a televised speech late Saturday, Morsy 
said he was prepared to annul the article 
shielding him from accountability. How-
ever, he stopped short of cancelling the 
referendum that has deeply polarised the 
country. Morsy also called for dialogue 
with opposition political forces to re-
solve the political dispute.

Most opposition groups dismissed the 
president’s concessions as “meaningless,” 
calling on Egyptians to take to the streets 
to protest the referendum slated for 15 
December. Meanwhile, only a handful of 
politicians from smaller political groups 
responded to the call for dialogue and met 
on Sunday with the president in a bid to 
iron out the differences. Judges too are di-
vided over the referendum. While senior 
State Council judges have announced that 
they will oversee the referendum, lower-
ranked judges with the influential Judges 
Club insist on boycotting the vote saying 
“it will deepen the division.”

After two weeks of political turmoil 
and violent clashes last week outside 
the Presidential Palace in Heliopolis, 
that left at least six people dead and 
hundreds injured, opposition activists 
marched to the palace on Tuesday af-
ternoon to protest the hastily-drafted 
constitution. Despite the peaceful na-
ture of the rally, the level of anger was 
high among protesters, many of whom 
complained that President Morsy was 
not listening to the people and had 
chosen to disregard their views.

“Down with the rule of the Muslim 
Brotherhood Supreme Guide,” the 
protesters chanted. “Erhal! Leave!” 
they shouted.

Several hundred protesters tried to 

break down the concrete barrier erected 
by the army a few days earlier. The anger 
at Tuesday’s protest was fuelled by a dawn 
attack by unknown assailants on protest-
ers staging an occupation Tahrir Square . 
Gunmen fired birdshot at the protesters, 
wounding nine people. The previous day, 
the government had announced that it 
would impose tax increases on a variety 
of goods, including cigarettes and alcohol, 
but later that night backtracked on the 
decision, fearing the price hikes could 
lead to a major eruption on the streets.

Meanwhile, Islamist supporters staged 
their own rallies on Tuesday outside the 
Al-Rashdan and Rab’aa Al-Adaweya 
mosques in Nasr City to express their 
solidarity with the president.

 “Morsy you are our legitimate 
leader,” they chanted. “The constitu-
tion, freedom and Shari’a!”

Much of this crowd’s anger was direct-
ed at opposition leaders whom Morsy 
had accused of siding with former regime 
remnants to overthrow him. “Hamdeen 
and Baradei, Morsy was elected by the 
ballot box,” the demonstrators re-
minded the opposition leaders who in 
recent weeks, have been fiercely critical 
of Morsy’s policies.

Demonstrators also denounced the 
independent media which they said 
had been consistent in its vilification of 
them and of Islamists in recent months. 
Supporters of former Salafi presidential 
candidate Hazem Abou Ismail have pro-
tested outside the Media Production 
City for several days to protest what 
they described as an anti-Islamist bias in 
the media.

On Tuesday, the military called for 
dialogue between opposition forces and 
Morsy to defuse the political crisis, the 
second such call in less than a week. In a 
statement posted on the armed forces of-
ficial Facebook page, Minister of Defence 
Abdul Fatah Al-Sisi extended an invitation 
to opposition political forces, the revolu-
tionary youth, representatives of Al-Azhar 
and the Church as well as labourers and 
farmers, to meet with the president at 
Olympic City in a bid to “close  ranks and 
unify the country.” Earlier in the week, the 
military had warned of “disastrous conse-
quences if the crisis was left unresolved.” 

The military insisted that dialogue was the 
only way to break the deadlock over the 
constitution.

The deployment of army tanks outside 
major state institutions and on street cor-
ners in recent days has fuelled concerns 
that the country may be heading towards 
a military coup.  Morsy’s call for the im-
position of martial law to restore order 
and protect state institutions sent a clear 
message that the army had chosen to 
side with the Islamist president. The call 
drew harsh criticism from rights groups. 
Human Rights Watch said Morsy should 
have banned military trials for civilians 
instead of allowing their arbitrary arrests 
and detentions by the military.

Despite the political turmoil, it is cer-
tain that the controversial referendum 
will take place as planned on the sched-
uled date of 15 December. Opponents 
fear the draft, if endorsed, will under-
mine the rights of women and curtail 
civil liberties and religious freedom. If 
the result is a majority “No” vote, a new 
constituent assembly will be elected by 
the people. Whatever the result of the 
referendum, it appears likely that the rift 
it has created will have long lasting ef-
fects. The repercussions of what liberals, 
leftists and opposition political groups 
describe as “presidential oppression” 
and the recent violence will be felt for a 
long while to come.

Shahira Amin is an award-winning free-

lance journalist and former deputy head 

of Nile TV. She quit her job at the height 

of last year’s uprising in Tahrir Square in 

protest at state TV’s biased coverage of 

the revolution. Amin is also a longtime 

contributor to CNN International.

crisis over constitution shows no sign of easing

SHAHIr A AMIN These are the five best stories on 
the repercussions of Egypt’s delay of 
a $4.8 billion loan from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund:

1. The Wall Street Journal’s report 
uncovers rifts and miscommunica-
tion between the presidency and the 
prime minister’s team.  An interview 
with Abdallah Shehatta, a former IMF 
fiscal policy analyst and the chairman 
of the economic committee in the 
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice 
Party revealed that confusion over the 
tax decree, which was subsequently 
postponed, “stemmed from cracks in 
the delegation of executive power.”

President Morsy’s prime minister 
announced the decision without 
consulting the presidency, he said, 
forcing Morsy to reverse the deci-
sion hours later.

2. Bloomberg’s summary of events il-
lustrates Morsy as a man focused on de-
fusing a resurgent protest movement 
rather than the economy. Most impor-
tantly, the inability to implement vital re-
forms including additional taxes shows 
a weakness in the Egyptian government, 
analysts told Bloomberg reporters.

“Even if an IMF deal does go through, 
Morsy’s U-turn on taxes suggests it will 
be hard for his government to stay with 
the programme,” said Raza Agha, chief 
regional economist for VTB Capital Plc 
in London. IMF loans typically set con-
ditions for the disbursement of each 
tranche of cash. 

Achieving “targets and reform 
measures in the current political 
environment will be extremely dif-
ficult,” Agha said. “This could well 
threaten the programme itself.”

3. The IMF loan is inherently linked 
to other loans to Egypt.  The African 

Development Bank has been the first 
to say its $500 million loan is contin-
gent on the country’s negotiations with 
the IMF, Bloomberg reported.  This situ-
ation also applies to other loans from 
the European Union.

4. Egypt’s finance minister, Mom-
taz El-Saeed, told Reuters:

 “Of course the delay will have 
some economic impact, but we are 
discussing necessary measures [to 
address that] during the coming 
period,” he said. “I am optimistic … 
everything will be well, God willing.”

It doesn’t fill you with confidence.
5. Finally, the Financial Times’ report 

offers a glimpse of what could happen 
in the next round of negotiations, “Ana-
lysts say that when Egypt goes back to 
the fund it will have to renegotiate the 
terms of the deal because its macro-
economic outlook will have changed.”

Alia Moubayed, senior economist 
at Barclays, said, “the agreement was 
based on particular targets to be met 
before going to the IMF board and 
plans for meeting other targets in the 
future. Given the worsening economic 
and investment climate, achieving these 
targets is not feasible anymore, so they 
will have to set new ones.”

The loan, which is likely to be delayed 
by (at least) a month, is a catalyst for 
economic reform in Egypt and a vote of 
confidence for foreign investors.

Egypt’s decision to delay is its best 
chance of recovering from a balance 
of payments crisis which is also likely 
to be putting pressure on Morsy’s 
most loyal supporters.

The president’s backing of some 
high-ranking Muslim Brotherhood 
officials is not necessarily contingent 
upon his reaction to protests, or 

even getting a new constitution, but 
on setting down the economic pillars 
of recovery, such as the IMF loan.

These Brotherhood advisers and 
businessmen are the main channel of 
communication between the secular 
and business community in Egypt and 
abroad.  But as Morsy turns his back 
on loan negotiations, the loyalists may 
be questioning his motives and si-
multaneously attempting to smooth 
over ties with foreign investors and 
diplomats keen to see Egypt back to 
business.  That could be straining the 
relationship between Morsy and his 
advisors, as he focuses on political 
motivations ahead of the referendum 
on Saturday, when Egyptians vote on 
the draft constitution.

It is, after all, very rare for a nation 
to postpone a deal with the IMF so 
soon after it has made a public an-
nouncement.

That raises the question of wheth-
er the delay was really the Egypt gov-
ernment’s decision or whether the 
IMF was actually unwilling to lend at 
such time of political crisis. 

Farah is a business journalist and 

founder of Rebel Economy, a blog 

focused on how regional economies 

are rebuilding after the Arab Spring. 

egypt delays imF loan deal – the big impact 
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By Adel Heine

Taba Heights’ championship golf 
course recently hosted the annual 
Pro Am Invitational Golf Tourna-
ment. Daily News Egypt went to 
have a look.

On the northern tip of the Red 
Sea, in the Gulf of Aqaba, the resort 
town of Taba Heights nestles against 
the imposing mountains of the East-
ern desert. The resort has several 
high class resorts grouped around 
a world class 18-hole golf course, 
a purpose-built watersports centre 
and the picturesque Uptown that 
encompasses a hotel, shops, restau-
rants and apartments and villas for 
those working in the small town. 

The resort’s soft colours merge 
beautifully with the surrounding des-
ert mountains. The orange, ochre and 
beige domed buildings of the hotels 
are interspersed with waving palm 
trees and flowering shrubs, creating 
the feeling that you have just arrived 
at a desert oasis. At night the spar-
kling lights of Jordanian coast just 
across the Red Sea vie with the mul-
titude of stars in the sky, while during 
the day the combination of the arid 
desert on one side and the turquoise 
waters of the Red Sea on the other 
create a unique vista.

Taba Heights is purpose built and 
makes an effort to safeguard the 
environment that surrounds it. The 
resort is kept impeccably clean and 
all hotels and venues recycle their 
waste as efficiently as possible. The 
recycling centre in the town sepa-
rates the garbage and an onsite recy-
cling plant transforms plastic water 
bottle caps into coat hangers while 
the rest is sent on to large recycling 
centres in Cairo. Clean ups of the 
surrounding desert and the sea are 
organised several times a year in an 
effort to reduce the impact of the 
town on the surrounding ecosystem.

A mere 20 km south of the border 
crossing of Taba, which gives access 
to Israel and across from the Jorda-
nian town of Aqaba, Taba Heights is 
ideally located for excursions in the 
surrounding desert to the wonders 
of Petra and beyond.

Taba Heights is open all year round 
and while in the summer sunseek-
ers make up most of the guests, the 
winter months, from October to May 
is the favourite time for golf enthu-
siasts to visit.

How to get there
Taba has its own international air-

port that caters to charter flights from 
several European destinations and is 
a mere 30 minutes drive from Taba 
Heights. Most travel agents will offer 
packages of flights and hotels combined 
and over the years the resort town has 
become a favourite of many golf and sun 
enthusiasts from all over Europe.

From Cairo it is easiest to take 
an internal flight to Sharm El-Sheikh, 
which takes less than an hour. The 
subsequent drive to Taba Heights 
takes two and a half hours straight 
across the Sinai Peninsula. The road, 
curving around the mountains, is well 
maintained and as you get closer to 
the destination beautiful vistas of the 
glimmering Red Sea shine through 
the browns and reds of the sur-
rounding desert.

Where to stay
Taba Heights is home to several 

large five star resorts, each offering 
an array of luxury services, restau-

rants, entertainment and swimming 
pools. The golf course is never far 
away and free transportation around 
town ensures that all the amenities 
are always within reach.

We stayed in the InterContinen-
tal Taba Heights Resort, a large hotel 
that offers views of the sea on one 
side and the deep greens of the golf 
course and the mountains on the 
other. The first impression is one of 
space; the lobby is large enough to 
accommodate busloads of people 
without ever feeling cramped. A lob-
by bar leads to a terrace that offers a 
stunning view over several swimming 
pools, the beach and the Red Sea.

The rooms are spread out in differ-
ent buildings connected by walkways, 
but easy to reach and have everything 
a five star resort should. Spacious, 
both the rooms and the bathrooms, 
well equipped, and all have balconies 
that offer beautiful views. 

Small reminders to not drink the 
tap water are accompanied by free 
bottled water and a discreet notice 
invites the guests to use their towels 
responsibly to reduce the impact on 
the environment.

For those who like to swim, the 
InterContinental Resort has four 
pools. Several are heated during the 
winter, and a large, saltwater lagoon 
has direct access to the Red Sea. Sun 
loungers are grouped around the 
pools, the lagoon and the beach and 
the distance between them offers 
the guests the choice of either peace 
and quiet or the entertainment of 
the animation team who are always 
on hand to keep the guests busy.

Like many of the hotels and re-
sorts in Taba Heights, the InterCon-
tinental Resort offers all inclusive 
packages. This means that guests are 
welcome to order drinks and food 
from most of the outlets without 
having to pay extra. Breakfast, lunch 
and dinner is served in buffet style in 
the main restaurant for the all inclu-
sive and half board guests and there 
are several à la carte restaurants on 
the premises, not included in the 
packages, that offer Thai, Mediter-
ranean and Egyptian cuisine.

We tried the buffet and the quality 
and variety of the food was excellent. 
While often these buffets offer many 
dishes but with little flavour, the chefs 
at the InterContinental Resort man-
aged to set up a spread that included 
several meat, chicken and fish dishes, 
accompanied by rice and different 
creations of potatoes, a pasta station, 
an extensive salad bar, soups and a 
variety of desserts and fresh fruits 
to end the meal with. The waiters are 
quick, polite and remember within a 
day your preferred drink.

Taba Heights has a dine around 
programme, which means that all 

inclusive guests from the different 
hotels can try out the à la carte res-
taurants in the different hotels in 
town and will receive a free starter 
or dessert.

Golf
The main attraction of the resort 

town is the golf course. The cham-
pionship, 18-hole course is designed 
by John Stanford and is 6,450 metres 
long. Sandy bunkers, lakes and green-
ery provide interesting challenges to 
the golfers and the course is know as 
one of the best in Egypt. 

The Golf Club House includes a 
shop, restaurant, equipment rental 
and the services of several interna-
tionally-accredited golf profession-
als who offer lessons to improve 
your game.

The views from the course are 
stunning, from the mountain ranges 
to the sea, and the course is the only 
one in the world where you can see 
three countries, Egypt, Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia as you tee off.

Waterworld
Unlike other resort towns, Taba 

Heights has a centralised waters-
ports centre. Located right next to 
the yacht marina, the centre offers 
everything from diving, snorkelling, 
sailing, windsurfing, waterskiing and 
wakeboarding, to parasailing and ba-

nana boats. For those who want to 
enjoy the beauty of the underwater 
world but do not want to get their 
feet wet glass bottom boat trips are 
on offer and a small yellow subma-
rine takes guests for one hour tours 
to see the corals and fish.

The centre is a certified PADI 
diving centre and offers courses 
for beginners and advanced divers. 
The diving is done by boat and is 
organised in half day trips, with two 
dives offered in the morning and 
one in the afternoon. This allows 
the guests to enjoy lunch in their 
hotels, making it easier for those 
on vacation with non divers to both 
enjoy their hobby and the company 
of their loved ones.

While Taba is a perfect location for 
almost all watersports, the popular 
kitesurfing is not on offer due to the 
many variations in the wind caused 
by the close mountain ranges.

Quad Canyon Tours
Starting from Uptown, quad bike 

tours take you on an adventur-
ous trip into one of the beautiful 
canyons in the mountains behind 
Taba Heights. Ten minutes outside 
of town, a winding desert path 
takes you through a stunning can-
yon carved in the rock by wind and 
water. The rounded shapes in red 
and bronze hues vie for your atten-

tion as you steer your quad over 
the sandy and rocky trail. A rest at a 
Bedouin tent where tea and other 
refreshments are offered will allow 
you to explore the canyon on foot.

Guides lead the tours and hel-
mets with visors and elbow and 
knee protectors are issued to all 
participants. It is a good idea to bring 
a scarf to tie around your nose and 
mouth under your helmet to avoid 
the worst of the dust.

Uptown
The small town, which incorpo-

rates The Three Corners Wekala 
Gold Resort, has many little shops 
and outlets to buy those souvenirs 
that can be found all over Egypt. Su-
permarkets, telephone shops and 
restaurants line the small streets.

The Salt Cave is a large room that 
has a thick layer of Dead Sea salt 
spread around the floor and is the 
only such venue in Egypt. Indirect 
lighting and comfortable chairs are 
spread out around the large space 
and soft music adds to the sense of 
relaxation. Dead Sea salt is thought 
to have many healing properties and 
the 45 minute sessions are said to 
not only relax and replenish your en-
ergy, but to be beneficial for a myriad 
of health problems.

Excursions
Taba Heights is ideally located for 

day trips to the surrounding areas. 
The Castle Zaman, a medieval fort 
high on a cliff overlooking the Red 
Sea is close by and well worth a visit. 
If you like to hike, several tours are 
organised to the surrounding moun-
tains where you can climb through 
the canyons in the mountains and the 
famous Mount Sinai where Moses is 
said to have received the Ten Com-
mandments is within reach.

A recently started 30 minute fer-
ry service leaves from the marina in 
Taba Heights to Jordan and another 
130 kilometres will allow you to 
visit the wonders of Petra. Several 
tour operators offer excursions to 
all of Egypt’s major cities and trips 
to Eilat, the Dead Sea and Jerusalem 
are also possible.

The Taba Heights Pro Am Invita-
tional Annual Golf Tournament

Every year the golf course of Taba 
Heights hosts a Pro Am Golf Tourna-
ment during the winter season. Golf 
professionals from around the world 
are invited to join the tournament 
and four rounds of golf are played 
over four consecutive days. The pro-
fessionals team up with three avid 
amateur players and the scores are 
tallied in several ways. The pros com-
pete for cash prizes and a free stay 
at the Sofitel Taba Heights in the in-

dividual tournament. The teams as a 
whole compete for the honour and 
a trophy and individual feats such as 
the Magic Two, holing out in two, and 
a hole in one are awarded prizes.

“This year we had 11 teams in 
the competition, which is not bad 
considering the political instability 
in the country,” said Adrian Ca-
faro, the general manager of the 
golf course. “During four days the 
teams play 18 holes each morning 
and we adjust the golf course to 
keep it exciting.” By changing the 
placement of the hole, taking eleva-
tions on the course and the weather 
into account, Cafaro and his team 
set fresh challenges for the competi-
tors each day. Referees keep an eye 
on how the teams are doing, but as 
everywhere in the world, the teams 
keep cards with their scores and 
the traditional honour of the game 
ensures the participants are honest.

When asked what makes the golf 
course in Taba Heights so special Ca-
faro said, “the variety of the course. 
Many golf courses are designed with 
the holes staggered next to each oth-
er. Our course is spread out, offers 
something different on every hole 
and the surrounding scenery makes 
it one of a kind. The course is chal-
lenging, but that is what makes it so 
great to play on.”

Cafaro has been in charge of the 
golf course for six months but has 
been long familiar with it. “I used to 
have my own golf academy in London 
and we would come and visit Taba 
Heights each year. When I was asked 
to become the general manager here 
I was thrilled,” he said.

Taba Heights used to welcome 
predominantly British players, but 
the number of French golfers has in-
creased now Club Med has opened 
a hotel in Taba Heights. “We get lots 
of repeater guests here, like I used to 
be, and from many different nationali-
ties,” Cafaro said.

The price for a round of 18 holes 
is very reasonable. “We charge about 
half of what people would pay in Eu-
rope for 18 holes,” Cafaro said, “and 
the price includes the use of a golf 
cart.” The carts are no luxury on a 
golf course that is so spread out. “A 
reasonably experienced golfer can 
play our 18 holes in 2.5 hours and 
a group of four, as we have during 
this tournament, will take around 
4.5 hours to complete the course,” 
Cafaro said.

The greens were in impeccable 
condition and a lot of work is done 
to ensure the optimal conditions of 
the course. Cafaro heads a team of 
65, from groundsmen to several pros 
who offer lessons. 

During the tournament the 
scores of the day were written 
on a large board outside the Golf 
Club House and on the last day of 
the tournament a gala dinner was 
held in the Sofitel Taba Heights dur-
ing which all the winners were an-
nounced. All participants had been 
staying in the same resort and had 
spent a lot of time together and the 
atmosphere was friendly and full of 
laughter. Each winner was celebrat-
ed with applause and Cafaro and his 
staff were thanked for all the hard 
work that had gone in to making the 
tournament a great success.

“We had a really good week,” 
Cafaro concluded, “and we hope 
that next year we will be able to 
welcome many more teams to the 
tournament.”Parasailing on the Red Sea

The pools form the InterContinental Resort View from the golf course
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Taba Heights overlooks the sea and is surrounded by mountains 

the greens of taba Heights
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art & CUltUre
Music

Crash Boom Bang
Their name should give you a 
heads up for what you are sign-
ing up for. Here to celebrate 
their fourth anniversary with 
style, do not miss Crash Boom 
Bang at the Cairo Jazz Club 
tonight. Reservations at the Cai-
ro Jazz Club are recommended.
Cairo Jazz Club
197, 26 of July Street
Zamalek, Cairo
Tel: (02) 3345 9939
13 December 10pm

Salalem
Enjoy your dose of Egyptian 
indie-pop with the very talented 
Salalem and their charismatic 
frontman Mohamed Jamal. Mini-
mum charge is EGP 100.
After Eight
6 Kasr El Nil Street
Downtown, Cairo
Tel: 010 0339 8000
13 December 9pm

Lecture/Discussion

Alaa el Aswany
Famed contemporary Egyptian 
author Alaa El Aswany will host 
another session to discuss the 
current state of  Egypt. The 
event will be free of charge, so 
make sure you get there early to 
save yourself a spot.
El Sawy Culture Wheel
River Hall
End of 26th of July Street
Zamalek, Cairo
Tel: (02) 2736 6178
13 December 7pm

exhibitions

PhotoCairo 5
Part of an impressive line-up of 
events that cover seven differ-
ent venues in Cairo and span 
everything from screenings 
to symposiums, this exhibi-
tion at Townhouse is about the 
response art provokes in people 
and its effect. Attendance is free 
and the exhibition is bilingual in 
Arabic and English.
Contemporary Image Collective
22 Abdel Khalak Tharwat, 4th Floor
Downtown, Cairo
Tel: (02) 279 240 80
13 December 12pm

Liminal State
The latest exhibition by Town-
house resident artists Kaya Beh-
kalam, Jane Jin Kaisen and Soren 
Thilo Funder featuring all video 
works including one, ‘excursions 
in the dark, that was filmed dur-
ing the period of military curfew 
in Cairo. Entrance is free.
The Townhouse Gallery Factory 
Space
Hussein El Me’mar Pasha Street
Downtown, Cairo
Tel: (02) 2576 8086
13 December 10am

Asa7by
Enjoy Hany Rashed’s take on 
post-revolution internet com-
ics and memes where he uses 
the same techniques that have 
become common on the inter-
net today to produce something 
truly fresh.
Mashrabia Gallery
8 Champollion Street
Downtown, Cairo
Tel: 010 0170 4554
13 December 10am

events

Alexandria 20°C / 12°C

Aswan 24°C / 12°C 

Cairo 21°C / 12°C

Hurghada 24°C / 15°C

Luxor 23°C / 12°C

Sharm El-Sheikh 26°C / 15°C

Suez 18°C / 8°C

Thursday, December 13

Weather

By Omar El Adl 

Cairo’s best known factory space 
is calling for applicants for its RESO 
residency exchange network. The 
network connects artists from Egypt, 
Brazil, India and Italy across different 
institutions, awarding artists residen-
cies and the chance to conduct re-
search and present their work. “We 
have been partners in RESO for a few 
years now; Townhouse is the partner-
ing institution in Egypt,” said Dina Ka-
fafi, residency project manager at the 
Townhouse Gallery.

The project is conceived as a 
three-year initiative to connect con-
temporary art institutions in Pied-
mont, New Delhi, Cairo, Rio de Ja-
neiro and São Paolo.

Currently, RESO is calling for appli-
cants from India, Egypt and Brazil for 
six nine-week long residencies at Cit-
tadellarte, PAV, and Fondazione Spinola 
Banna per l’Art in Italy.

Townhouse will be receiving resi-
dent artists from the aforementioned 
countries and will review their appli-
cations. “We have a committee that 
makes a final selections from the ap-
plications received. We try to select 
projects that are relevant to our lo-
cation and the city, to insure our fa-
cilities would help them develop the 
artists’ work. We also choose artists 
who are serious about their work 
and experienced; especially artists 
who are well-travelled so they can 

cope with Egypt’s current circum-
stances,” Kafafi said.

Townhouse is also involved in the 
selection process of the Egyptian 
artists who go to Italy. “We create 
a short list of the applicants and the 
institution in Italy makes the final se-
lection,” she said.

Toward the end of their stay, artists 
must present their works publicly but 
the presentation is flexible, depending 
on each artist. “A residency is about 
three to four months long. The pub-
lic presentation does not necessarily 
display the work accomplished during 
this period as the residency period may 
mainly be a research period and the 
work that comes out of it is made af-

ter the residency is over. Some artists 
choose to present their earlier works 
and some choose to show a work in 
progress. They can also choose when 
to do the presentation, it does not have 
to be at the end of the residency pe-
riod,” Kafafi said. 

The application deadline is on 18 
January and only online applications 
are accepted. Egyptian artists going 
to Italy will have to wait until 11 Feb-
ruary to hear from the Italian insti-
tutions. All of the artists’ expenses, 
including flights, are covered and the 
artists will be introduced to the local 
art scene through meetings, studio 
visits and talks organised by the local 
art institution.

artists needed for residency 
programme in italy

Sweet batatas, tea, Egyptian flags and of course cotton candy, everything is for sale on Tahrir and the area around the Presidential Palace.
The latest items on display are universally used by Anonymous, offering the protesters to partake in demonstrations with a unified face, if not objective.
They are Legion. They do not forgive. They do not forget. Expect them.

Social media rules the world. And if 
not the world, then at least Egypt. 
During the uprising of 25 January the 
various forms of social media played 
a crucial role and citizen journalism 
and shaky videos taken on phones 
bore witness to atrocities that are 
vigorously denied in the more tradi-
tional press. I could see how these 
new forms of communication had an 
added value beyond their traditional 
intentions, but on a personal level I 
was still wary of them. 

Until these past few weeks, when 
I could no longer disdainfully dismiss 
the importance of social media be-
cause a myriad of presidential de-
crees, new laws, the revocation of 
them, the amendment of decrees, 
the issuing of yet other ones, invi-
tations to meetings, rescheduled 
meetings, and press conferences was 
relayed to the nation through digital 
channels.

The president will address the 
nation? Forget State TV, Twitter will 
have it first. Someone gives a press 
conference? The time and place are 
announced through SMS.  A new 
law is announced that will tax many 
people deeper into poverty? If you 
did not check your Facebook at two 
in the morning you will live forever 
in financial bliss, or at least until the 
bills come in. 

Spokespeople issue statements on 
behalf of their bosses to have these 
same superiors deny what just was 
released. As juicy bits of possible news 
are tweeted, shared and forwarded 
as set-in-stone-news, everybody and 
their mother presents personal opin-
ions as sound analysis, adding to the 
enormous number of ones and zeros 
that are produced here every day.

I have seen the light, and as a loyal 
follower of trends I have implement-
ed the example of those who rule 
the country in the office. Since last 
week I only communicate with the 
art and culture reporter by tweets 
and Facebook. Only last Monday 
I sent him a change in our sched-
uled articles, telling him to cancel 
an interview with one musician and 
make an appointment with another. 
Boy, did he get an earful when he 
showed up the next day with the 
wrong interview. His feeble excuse 
that he did not see the message 
was unacceptable; I had sent him a 
tweet. At 3am.  

Interoffice communication has 
ceased as well, we now only con-
verse on G-chat. I have to admit that 
I refused at first, thinking it was some 
dodgy site that discussed female un-
dies, but after my boss forced me to 

sign up I quickly saw the merit of this 
impersonal way of conversing and the 
silence in the office is blissful.

It is obvious my boss has been 
following the news as well, to be 
expected from a managing editor of 
a newspaper, given that she issues 
directives every morning to only 
rescind them by mid-afternoon. At 
first she used email, and most of us 
would read it, but in the past few 
days she has resorted to tweets and 
half the time in Arabic. Since she uses 
a handle that is different from her 
name and at least a quarter of the 
office does not read Arabic very well, 
the scenes of confusion and discon-
tent are many but that seems to be 
par for the course in this new age of 
digital communication.

With the abundance of changes of 
mind that pervade our premises these 
days there are not very many happy 
workers left. The reporters have 
slowly sunk into despair, not know-
ing from one moment to the next 
what they are supposed to be writ-
ing about. The design team gloomily 
creates pages that will never see the 
light of day. The copy editors only pick 
up stories after a suitable time has 
passed after they have been handed 
over, to avoid working away only to 
have the story killed. Us editors take 
turns into boycotting communicating 
all together or simply answering no 
to any questions asked.

Overall, suspicion reigns supreme 
and at lunchtime hapless delivery 
men are quizzed strenuously if they 
expect ideological conversions be-
sides money for the food they bring. 

I remain optimistic though now I 
have finally entered the age of mo-
dernity. As I walked down the stairs, 
I passed the sit-in of the reporters 
in the cafeteria but since I was not 
notified of it, I could happily ignore it. 
On the way home I decided I would 
rather have another version of this 
column appear in print tomorrow. So 
if all goes as planned you will never 
get to read this. I am full of confidence 
this will happen.

I announced it on Facebook.

i tweet therefore i am

AdEL HEinE

By Adham Roshdy

Imagine being at a wedding, where men 
in tuxedos match the elegance of wom-
en in red-carpet dresses. The age of the 
guests varies from small children to se-
nior citizens. Suddenly, silence fills the 
room as Batman confidently walks past 
the buffet table. Superman follows in 
his wake. The bewilderment escalates 
as more superheroes join the scene, all 
heading towards the stage where they 
plug in their instruments and get the 
party started. Ladies and gentlemen, 
meet Crash Boom Bang. 

This Thursday Crash Boom Bang 
celebrates its fourth anniversary at 
the Cairo Jazz Club. The Egyptian 
cover band gained a following quickly 
because they play different songs to 
other cover bands. “The time we spent 
choosing our set list was actually more 
than we spent rehearsing,” said vocalist 
Amr Yehia. 

Crash Boom Bang’s first perfor-
mance at the Cairo Jazz Club consisted 
of non-stop popular hits from the 70s, 
80s and 90s and the audience loved it, 
dancing the night away on their favou-
rite songs from yesteryear. 

“As much as playing totally different 
songs than the rest of the bands was an 
advantage for us, it was also a burden,” 
said Yehia referring to the expectations 
of audiences. Yehia does not believe 

that the band initiated this new way of 
compiling set lists, but it “let us get out 
of the box.” He said, “enough with the 
songs that are played over and over 
everywhere.”

Crash Boom Bang sprinkle a sense 
of humour through their tight per-
formances. A few months after their 
debut performance, audiences were 

taken by surprise as the band members 
wore Arabian thawbs (white Arabian 
clothes), while performing rock, funk 
and disco hits.

It became a trend and audiences 
never know what to expect. Over the 
years the band has dressed up as Ro-
mans, Pharaohs, and tribal people.

The idea of dressing up in costumes 

that are not relevant to the music origi-
nated after watching a performance of 
the Lebanese musician Ziad El-Rahbani, 
in which the band wore wigs, sunglass-
es and retro costumes while playing 
funk and latin-jazz. 

As soon as they returned to Egypt, 
Crash Boom Bang started wearing wigs 
and glasses. “And then we started tak-

ing it to crazy extremes like the Roman 
Empire theme,” said Yehia. At one of their 
performances, when they were dressed 
up in traditional Upper Egyptian clothes, 
an Upper Egypt wedding procession band 
performed traditional wedding marches 
during the band’s entrance. 

Crash Boom Bang was formed 
from two popular cover bands, 
Vybe and Junk Male. Since there is 
enough seriousness in everyone’s 
day-to-day life, the band wanted a 
name that reflects fun. “We thought 
that Crash Boom Bang is a fun name, 
we did not want it to be something 
like The Metalist or The Bad Boys,” 
said Yehia, laughing.   

One of the problems facing the band, 
like most other underground artists, is 
the Syndicate of Musical Professions. 
“Since all of us have experience in the 
scene, we know how to handle prob-
lems with the syndicate,” Yehia said, 
“but I feel sorry for the rising talent.”

The theme for the upcoming anni-
versary show is sports. “We thought 
it was time to promote sports and 
good health,” Yehia said and people 
attending the celebration are sup-
posed to wear their favourite sports 
outfit. “We need people to be a little 
bit crazy, and then we give them a bit 
of our craziness,” Yehia said, “it is a 
chain reaction, until we see who is 
the last one standing.”

Crash Boom Bang: Four years of music and surprises

Crash Boom Bang performing in style

The Parco Arte Vivente in Torino is one of the participating venues
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a table full of anonymity 


