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Defendants have been granted
amnesty and are expected to be
acquitted

2

CHURCHES WITHDRAW FROM ASSEMBLY

The three represented churches
withdraw from Constituent
Assembly citing lack of

“national consensus” 3
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Event hosted at Art Café raises
money for independent cinema
hub in Alexandria

8

Train crash kills 51 children in Assiut

By Basil EI-Dabh

A train in the Manfalout area of As-
siut has collided with a school bus,
killing dozens of children. Minister
of Transportation Mohamed Rashad
Al-Mateeny resigned after the deadly
collision.

The Ministry of Health announced
in a statement on Saturday afternoon
that the death toll had reached 51
schoolchildren, with more than a
dozen injured.

Families of those who died have
blocked the agricultural road in As-
siut, demanding the government re-
spond swiftly to the tragedy.

Prime Minister Hesham Qandil
went to Upper Egypt with a fact-
finding committee a few hours after
the accident. The team will prepare
a report summarising the causes of
the collision and gather eyewitness
accounts.

“Those responsible will be given
the maximum penalty,” said the prime
minister.

Activists claim Qandil and Interior
Minister Gamal Eddin were thrown
out of Assiut University Hospital by
upset local residents.

The government has decided to ini-
tially compensate the families of those
who died with EGP 5,000 for each
child lost in the collision. A further
compensation package is expected
to follow.

Head of the Railway Authority Mo-
stafa Qenawi also resigned,and will be
referred to investigation.

MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATI
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Wreckage of the school bus lies tangled with the train that crashed into it killing dozens of children

Minister Al-Mateeny had report-
edly already considered resigning in
the aftermath of a train collision in
Fayoum that killed three people and
injured dozens.An initial investigation
showed that the crash may have been
due to negligence.

Presidential spokesman Yasser Ali
released a statement on Saturday
morning saying that President Mo-
hamed Morsy instructed the prime
minister, the minister of health, the

minister of defence, and the governor
of assiut to provide all the assistance
they could to the families of the victims.
Morsy also expressed his condo-
lences, and demanded that investiga-
tions be undertaken as soon as pos-
sible, as a first step to find those re-
sponsible and hold them accountable.
The crash occurred at around 7am
on Saturday whena private school bus
collided with a train heading north-
bound from Assiut towards Minya.

Many Egyptian political actors pro-
vided reactions to the train crash. For-
mer presidential candidate Abdel Mo-
neimAboul Fotouh,who is the head of
the Strong Egypt party, travelled to As-
siut on Saturday to assess the damage.

“The full development of Egypt’s
rail system has become an issue of
intolerable delay,” said the Popular
Current in a statement.“Any disrup-
tion to [improvements in the rail sys-
tem] is complicity in death.”

ON AND RAILWAY AUTHORITY CHIEF BOTH RESIGN
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The Popular Current demanded
that the government act in a strong
manner not only to provide assis-
tance to the families of victims, but to
take steps to improve the poor condi-
tion of Egypt’s railway system.

Al-Dostour party also released a
statement saying that it would sent a
delegation to Assiut in order to ex-
press sorrow and solidarity with the
families of the victims.

The Freedom and Justice Party of-

Mohamed Omar

fered its condolences and strongly
recommended reform of the Minis-
try of Transportation, to avoid future
tragedies of a similar nature. It also
suggested that the government seek
ways to provide support to the fami-
lies of the victims.

The Egyptian Social Democratic
Party mourned the event and said the
resignation of the Minister of Trans-
portation was not enough,advocating
widespread reform for a sector of the
country that it claimed had been long
neglected.

Activists pointed to Saturday’s col-
lision as an example of the ineptitude
of the current government, demand-
ing the resignation of Qandil and his
cabinet.

Presidential spokesman Yasser Ali
responded by telling reporters on
Saturday that Morsy evaluates the in-
dividual performances of all his min-
isters separately, based on concrete
guidelines.

Lawyer and activist Amr Imam be-
gan a hunger strike in response to
the collision. “The responsibility lies
with the president of the republic,
the prime minister and the transpor-
tation minister;” he said.“l don’t care
that the transportation minister re-
signed. He has to be put on trial for
the death of more than 50 children.”

Twelve people also died and three
were injured on a desert highway on
Saturday, when a truck crashed into a
minibus.The truck was driving on the
wrong side of the road,and the driver
was arrested after the collision.

Morsy meets with Erdogan and Qatari emir

Qatar to send urgent aid with Egyptian cooperation

By Joel Gulhane

Qatari Emir Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa
Al-Thani and Turkey’s Prime Minister
RecepTayyip Erdogan arrived in Cairo
on Saturday for meetings with Presi-
dent Mohamed Morsy.

Presidential spokesperson Yasser
Alli said the Emir announced that Qa-
tar “will send urgent aid to Gaza with
cooperation from the Egyptian side.”

Al-Thani met Morsy to discuss de-
velopments in Gaza and Syria. He told
Morsy that he supports the efforts
Egypt is taking to resolve the crisis.

Morsy and Al-Thani also agreed on
the importance for a unified and solid
Arab position on Gaza, said Ali.

The emir last visited Egypt on his
way to Gaza last month to inaugurate a
$254 million investment project to help
rebuild parts of Gaza.At the end of Oc-
tober Morsy also announced that Egypt
is sending ongoing aid to Gaza.

Earlier on Saturday Morsy and Er-
dogan discussed the latest develop-
ments in Gaza; Alis said that during
the meeting Erdogan commended
Morsy on Egypt’s efforts to calm the
situation.

Ali also confirmed that Erdogan
and Morsy would meet in the eve-
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Egyptian Foreign Minister Mohamed Kamel Amr (Back, 3rd from right) wel-
comes Turkey’s Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan (centre) and his wife

Emine at Cairo airport

ning to sign bilateral agreements, the
framework for which was previously
agreed upon during Morsy’s visit to
Turkey at the end of September.
According to a statement released
by the foreign ministry, the foreign
ministers of both countries met
earlier on Saturday to review the 27
agreements which covered “areas of
health, transport, culture, the pres-
ervation of Islamic monuments and

other areas of cooperation between
the two countries.”

Erdogan also travelled to the Arab
league where an emergency meeting
of Arab foreign ministers will take
place to discuss the best way to re-
solve the Gaza crisis. Erdogan also
gave a speech at Cairo University.
Before he arrived at the university
around 2,000 students demonstrated
in solidarity with the Palestinian peo-

ple, according to state owned news
agency MENA.

In his speech Erdogan talked about
the situation in Gaza and Syria and
Turkish-Egyptian relations. He said,
“we will continue with Egypt to solve
the problems of Gaza in the inter-
national community and the United
Nations.” He also said, “When it
comes to Syria or Palestine we see
silence and double standards; this
injustice must end and we will not
accept it again.”

On Egyptian Turkish relations he
said, “at this stage we will support
Egypt with all our strength and efforts
and will not hesitate to assist them
economically.”

Before leaving for Cairo, Erdogan
blamed Israel for the escalating vio-
lence; “it’s a tactic of Israel’s to point
the finger at Hamas and attack Gaza,”
AFP reported him saying. He added,
“Israel continues to make an inter-
national racket with its three dead.
In fact it is Israel that violated the
ceasefire.”

Ali also confirmed that Erdogan
will also meet with Prime Minister
Hesham Qandil and they would
hold a joint press conference on
Saturday evening.
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Commentary

Ziad Akl writes:

When Morsy became president, we were
all waiting for the Muslim Brotherhood’s
stunning administrative capacity. We all
waited for that well organised group that
swept through the different elections win-
ning them one after the other
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Egyptian convoy heads to Gaza

Egyptians attempt to make a political statement by going

to Gaza

As the Israeli operation in Gaza con-
tinues, activists in Egypt plan to go to
the besieged strip in a demonstration
of solidarity.

A conference at the press syndicate
was held midday Saturday to announce
the convoy’s plan and goals.The convoy
will gather at the press syndicate and will
start their journey at 7am on Sunday.

Activist Mohamed Waked said,
“the revolution in Palestine is a con-
tinuation of the revolution in Egypt...
we have one battle, the battle against
tyranny and injustice in Mohamed
Mahmoud is the same as the battle
against occupation in Gaza.”

This convoy will not endorse any
specific authority, it is intended to
show support to the people of Pales-
tine from the people of Egypt.

Lawyer Haytham Mohamedein said
that the convoy’s demands include a
lifting of the blockade on the Gaza
Strip and the opening of the Rafah
border crossing. They also want the
“secret clauses” of the Camp David
Accords published, as a precursor to
their cancellation. He added that the
convoy wants the end of all relations
between Arab nations and Israel.

Continued on page 3

Doctors reject full strike

Doctors prepare for lengthy battle with government and
health ministry, rule out total strike action

By Hend Kortam

Doctors have agreed a new set of mea-
sures as part of their partial strike which
has gone on for over 45 days.

In a meeting yesterday the commit-
tee governing strike said they intend to
escalate the strike against the Ministry of
Health, which they said has, “ignored the
demands of the doctors for more than
a month and a half”

Their latest method of escalation
is to gather signatures demanding the
dismissal of the minister of health and
three of his aides. In addition, they plan
to holdasit-in next month in which the
younger doctors will participate. The
residents and specialists who support
the strike will not participate because
their absence from hospitals might
make it easier to break the strike.

The striking doctors have already
engaged in several marches, including
oneat the health ministry and amarch
in Downtown Cairo where a sym-
bolic funeral for health was observed.

The doctors’ strike, which started
on | October, gives free treatment
to patients at public hospitals. It does
notdisrupt treatmentbutitallows pa-
tients to be treated at emergency de-
partments instead of the outpatient
clinics, where they would be charged.
The intention is to make the health
ministry lose money and put pressure
on the administration.The doctors on
strike have faced resistance from the
administration and doctors inside the
hospitals, who benefit from the out-
patient clinics.

Continued on page 2
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Mohamed Mahmoud defendants granted amnesty

TRIAL RESUMES BUT VERDICT POSTPONED UNTIL 15 DECEMBER

All but one of the 379 defendants
on trial in relation to the Mohamed
Mahmoud Street clashes have been
granted amnesty and are expected
to be acquitted.

The third session of the trial re-
sumed on Saturday, when the judge
handling the case received a list of
all those granted amnesty.All the de-
fendants in the trial were released
last November, shortly after being
detained.

President Mohamed Morsy an-
nounced a law in October granting
amnesty to all those held or impris-
oned for committing offences in sup-
port of the revolution.The names of
all those granted amnesty were re-
vealed two weeks ago by the public
and military prosecutors.

The verdict was postponed until
|5 December, when 378 defendants
are expected to be officially granted
the amnesty.

“Only [Ahmed Sayed] Al-Dardiri
was not included on the amnesty
list,” said Aly Diab, lawyer at the
Front for Defending Egypt’s Pro-

testers (FDEP). Diab said Al-Dardiri
was in possession of a drug, Tramad-
ol,upon his arrest during the clashes
last November.

“According to Morsy’s law, the am-
nesty doesn’tinclude those who were
in possession of any drug,” Diab said.

Al-Dardiri didn’t attend Satur-
day’s trial and neither did his lawyer.
Diab stated that the FDEP has had
no contact with him since his arrest
last November.

“Since the arrests are random dur-
ing such clashes, some of those ar-
rested put the whole matter behind
them upon their release,” Diab said,
in anticipation of the probable cause
behind Al-Dardiri’s disappearance.
“Some defendants are more aware
than others of the process.”

Diab said that none of the lawyers
who attended Saturday’s trial could
defend Al-Dardiri due to his absence.
Should he attend the next session,
Diab said the lawyers would advocate
for him to be granted amnesty.

The defendants who did attend Sat-
urday’s session were disappointed with
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Apart from one man, all defendants on trial in relation to the Mohamed Mahmoud Street clashes have been granted

amnesty (File photo)

Laurence Underhill

the judge’s postponement.

“We were supposed to receive our
amnesty today,” detainee Mohamed
Araby Abdel Wahed said.“I’'m tired of
this story; | want to get it over with.”

Abdel Wahed was arrested late
November last year following the
Mohamed Mahmoud street clash-
es. He remained in detention for
three days.

“They released me after my fam-
ily lobbied the prosecution,” Abdel
Woahed said, adding that police took
his fingerprints before his release. “l
thought it was all over until | was sum-
moned to court last June.”

The 379 defendants on trial are ac-
cused of assaulting policemen and be-
inginvolved in the streetclasheson 19
November 201 |.The fighting started
when a sit-in was attacked by security
forces near Tahrir Square.

Serious clashes between protest-
ers and the police left dozens of pro-
testers killed and more injured. Most
of the clashes, which continued until
24 November, occurred in Mohamed
Mahmoud street.

Abu Islam trial postponed

Decision on radical Islamist’s request for a new judge postponed

By Rana Muhammad Taha

A decision over a request filed
by Ahmed (Abu Islam) Abdallah to
change the panel of judges handling
his case has been postponed until 16
December.

Supporters of Abu Islam gathered
at the High Court on Saturday in a
show of solidarity with the Salafi
preacher.

In September, following an inci-
dent in front of the US embassy in
Cairo Abu Islam, founder of Umma
Islamic TV channel, his son Islam
(AbuYousef) Abdallah,and Hany Gad
Allah,a news reporter, were charged
with contempt of Christianity and
burning the Bible.

“We have submitted 10 requests
to court,all were turned down by the
judge handling our case,” Abu Yousef
said, explaining why he and his father
have requested changing the panel of
judges. “Some of the overlooked re-
quests, if considered, could dissolve
the case and have us acquitted.”

Among the requests the father and
sonfiledto thejudge was oneinvolving
the summoning of a committee from
the Coptic Church to state whether
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Supporters of cleric Abu Islam chant outside the courthouse in Cairo (File photo)

the copy of the Bible that was burned
is recognised by the church as the
genuine Bible, Abu Yousef said. The
lawyer who filed the report against
Abu Islam and Abu Yousef reportedly
belongs to the Coptic Church.

“As long as the burnt bible is not
[the one recognised by the Coptic
Church], | can’t be punished for
burning it,” Abu Yousef claimed, add-
ing that the copy of the Bible he
burned is only recognised by the

Dove World Outreach Center, the
Florida church of notorious Quran
burning Pastor Terry Jones.

“We also requested summoning
a committee from Al-Azhar to judge
whether the copy we burned is the
one recognised by Islam as the genu-
ine Bible, according to the Quran,”
Abu Yousef said. This request, as well
as the previous one, was disregarded.

“If all those requests have been
overlooked, then on what basis am |

being tried?” Abu Yousef asked.

Abu Yousef denies any wrong-do-
ing, stating that the book he and his
father burned was not holy as there is
only one holy book; the Quran.

“What we did doesn’t breach United
States law,” Abu Yousef said, adding that
the US allows*“the burning of the Quran
and usingitasadoormatin bathrooms.”

Abu Yousef also stated that the
case is being treated unfairly both by
the judiciary and the media.

“The judiciary is supposed to cut-
off the hands of anyone who touches
the Quran,” Abu Yousef said.

Abu Islam, accompanied by his
son, was filmed burning the Bible in
front of the US embassy in Cairo as a
crowd of supporters cheered his ac-
tions on || September.Their actions
were a reaction to the release of an
anti-Islam film, Innocence of Muslims.

Abu Islam is considered the first
Muslim to face charges of contempt
of Christianity in Egypt. Azziza El-
Taweel, Egyptian lawyer, explained
that all previous contempt of religion
cases were filed against Christians, or
accused Muslims of insulting Islam.

Additional reporting by Hend Kortam
and Fady Salah

Doctors reject full strike

Continued from page 1

The doctors say they are aware that
they may have to continue the strike
for a long time, citing examples of
other countries such as Germany
and Israel where doctors maintained
partial strikes for months.

The committee has agreed that
a full strike is not an option even
though some doctors have called
for more dramatic action after seeing
how quickly the authorities respond-
ed to the Metro workers’ strike.

The committee added that a full
strike may lead to the closure of some
hospitals, which may harm some pa-
tients and render the strike unpro-
tected by international treaties “and
would be punishable by law.”

Nadia Younis, Deputy Head of
the Obstetrics and Gynaecology
Department at the Kafr Al-Dawar
General Hospital, and the coor-
dinator of the strike there said,
“some departments in hospitals and
some hospitals have cancelled the
free treatment for emergencies...
Emergencies specifically have to be
treated for free until there is health
insurance for everyone.”

“Thelaw still ensures free treatment
for emergency cases,” Younis said.

Younis was investigated last
week by her hospital administra-
tion, for her part in making free
treatment available.

Laurence Underhill

The doctorsalso planto be more
active in their group resignation
campaign, which involves collect-
ing resignations that they plan to
hand in when the number reaches
15,000. All the doctors will hand
in the same resignation form with
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the same reasons for resignation.
Legally they can all be accepted to-
gether or rejected wholly but not
partially.

The doctor’s strike aims to
achieve three goals, raising the sala-
ries of everyone who works in the

7 _

The Doctor’s Syndicate has ruled out a total strike in their struggle with the government

health ministry, creating harsher
punishments for people who com-
mit attacks against hospitals and
gradually raising the budget for
health to |5 per cent of the state
budget. It is currently less than five
per cent.

Egyptians arrested
in Kuwait

Charged with illegal assembly and likely to be deported

By Connor Molloy

Eighteen Egyptians are being held in
Kuwait charged with illegal assembly.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs re-
ported that Egypt’s consul in Kuwait,
AmbassadorWael Gad, visited the de-
tained on Friday to ensure they were
being well treated.

The Egyptians were gathered for a
private celebration of the Hijri New
Year. The lights and voices attracted
police who entered the house and
saw political banners and t-shirts.
These political symbols had nothing
to do with Kuwait, they were in sup-
port of the Egyptian Al-Dostor party
and the Egyptian Popular Current.

In 2 matter of hours the police en-
tered, rounded up the Egyptians, and
had them made ready to be deported
in an abrupt legal process with little
or no opportunity for the accused to
defend themselves.

Popular Current member Mu-
hamed Soliman confirmed that Popu-
lar Current members were being held
in Kuwait.

Speakingaboutthosearrestedfrom
Al-Dostor, party member Ahmed Al-
Hawaly said, “they were responsible
for recruiting Egyptians abroad. They

are part of a team that collects mem-
berships everywhere, but they are in
charge of Kuwait specifically.

Al-Hawaly said people from Al-
Dostor have been working intensely
to stall and overturn the deportation
measures and are in contact with
Kuwaiti and Egyptian officials in both
countries. The Egyptians that are be-
ing held have lives in Kuwait, they have
been their working for a long time,
and Al-Hawaly said.“lt would be a real
shame if they were deported for their
relationship with the party”

Similar events took place in 2010,
when Egyptians in Kuwait got in
trouble for collecting signatures
for Mohamed ElBaradei’s appeal for
change in Hosni Mubarak’s Egypt.The
charge of “political organisation” is a
relatively common problem faced by
Egyptian groups trying to organise in
Gulf countries.

Al-Hawaly said, “l wish we could
have better relations with the Gulf
countries. | hope they would see that
we are not meddling in their own poli-
tics. It is important for us to operate
there because one of the objectives of
Al-Dostor party is to keep Egyptians
abroad very involved in domestic poli-
tics and have their voices heard.”

Dream TV will not give up

Channel’s owner holds a press conference explaining the
details of the ban on the channel

Dream TV owner Ahmed Bahgat
has stressed that he would not give
up on the right to transmit the chan-
nel from within Cairo.

“It seems that we have upset the
ruling regime,” Bahgat said in a press
conference held in Dream Land on
Saturday, reported state-owned Akh-
bar Al-Youm, “despite being the only
channel which hosted Muslim Broth-
erhood members before the January
2011 revolution.”

Bahgat stated that ever since
taking power, the Brotherhood has
been trying to silence the media.
“But this isn’t possible, since we can
transmit from anywhere around the
world using satellites other than the
Nile Sat.”

Dream has suspended transmission
since Thursday evening, broadcasting
only a written disclaimer which states
that a decision issued by Hesham Qa-
ndil’s cabinet bans any broadcast,“de-
spite the broadcast’s legality.”

Minister of Information Salah Abdel-
Magsood denied that the decision bans
the channels’ broadcast, explaining that
the channels’ ability to broadcast the
disclaimer is the biggest proof of his

words,reported the Egyptian Radio and
Television Union (ERTU) on its website.
Abdel-Magsood explained that only the
cables connecting the channels’ studios
in Dream Land to the Nile Sat have been
disconnected.

Dream has been transmitting from
Dream Land; a town in 6 October
city, but Abdel-Magsood stated that
the only legal transmission site is
the state-owned Media Production
city. Former Minister of Informa-
tion Mamdouh Al-Beltagy reportedly
gave Dream permission to transmit
from another location. Copies of the
written permission were reportedly
distributed among the attendees of
Saturday’s press conference.

A Dream TV anchor, Gehan Man-
sour, has been referred to misde-
meanor court for insulting leading
Freedom and Justice party figure Es-
sam El-Erian.

El-Erian filed a complaint against
Mansour,accusing her of insulting him
by calling him a“fascist politician” dur-
ing a phone call broadcast on her TV
show.

Dream channels have been broad-
casting live since 2001.
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Churches withdraw from

Constituent Assembly
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By Basil EI-Dabh

The three churches with official rep-
resentatives in the Constituent As-
sembly announced their total with-
drawal from the body on Friday eve-
ning, signaling their rejection of the
draft constitution.

The decision came after a three-
hour long meetingat St.Mark’s Cathe-
dral in Abbaseya between acting head
of the Coptic Church Bishop Pacho-
mious, and the Coptic, Catholic, and
evangelical churches’ members of the
Constituent Assembly and their legal
and political advisers. Presidential
adviser Samir Morcos also attended
the meeting, although not in an official
capacity.

In a joint statement the churches
said they had been closely following

B

The three churches with official representatives in the Constituent Assembly announced their total withdrawal from the body

the work of the Constituent Assem-
bly and had examined the current
draft constitution before coming to
a final decision.

“The Egyptian churches followed
the work of the Constituent Assem-
bly with interest and studied the out-
come of the draft constitution,” read
the statement.“The Egyptian church-
es felt discomfort with the trends that
prevailed in the writing of the draft
constitution. The constitution in its
current form does not achieve the
national consensus desired and does
not reflect the identity of the diverse
Egypt that is entrenched across gen-
erations. It is a departure from the
Egyptian constitutional heritage in-
stituted by the country’s Muslims
and Copts and is the diminution of
the rights, freedoms, and citizenship

CITE LACK OF “NATIONAL CONSENSUS” AND “DIVERSITY” IN DRAFT CONSTITUTION

/ ) /

gained by Egyptians through the ages.”

Pachomious and other members
of the meeting took special ex-
ception to Article 221, which is an
extension of Article 2 of the draft
constitution. The article states “the
prinicples of Islamic Shari’a include
its general sources, the principles and
maxims of its theoretical and practi-
cal jurisprudence,and its reliable and
authoritative sources in Sunni legal
and theological reasoning.”

The head of the Coptic Church and
other members in the meeting agreed
that the article provided too much
loose wording that could be manipu-
lated by Islamist political groups.

Church representatives, along-
side Al-Azhar, withdrew from the
last Constituent Assembly, which
was eventually dissolved. “There

was no coordination with Al-Azhar
this time,” said Naguib Gabriel, who
was involved in the church delibera-
tions. “Al-Azhar doesn’t have the
same issues with the constitution
that we have.”

“Our withdrawal wasn’t just for
the sake of Copts, but for the cause
of a civil state,” Gabriel added.

A body of 50 members at the
cathedral made the decision. Forty
three voted in favour of withdrawal,
five voted to delay withdrawal and
two objected. Before the meeting,
Bishop Paul of Tanta, who was a mem-
ber of the assembly, visited the Coptic
Church’s next Pope, Bishop Tawadros
of Beheira, at St. Bishoy’s Monastery
in Wadi Al-Natroun, to discuss his
perspective of the draft constitution
ahead of his Sunday enthronement.

Hassan Ibrahim

Egyptian convoy
heads to Gaza
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Rasha Azab, left,and Mohamed Waked hold a press conference in Cairo
announcing the formation of a“political convoy” to the Gaza strip

Continued from page 1

Most of the people taking part in the
convoy are individuals who don’t be-
long to political groups but some of
the participants are from Al-Dostour
party, the Social Popular Alliance
party and the Arab Democratic Nas-
serist party. Political groups such as
the Popular Current and the Revolu-
tionary Socialists are also participat-
ing. The programme of the convoy in
Gaza includes a press conference and
a visit to the injured in hospitals.

Many meetings have been held in
Egypt regarding Gaza.Khaled Misha’al,
head of Hamas, has arrived to discuss
the situation.The Qatari head of state,
Emir Khaled Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, as
well as Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan arrived in Cairo on
Saturday to discuss the deteriorating
situation in Gaza.

The situation remains tense as
possible ground operations by the
Israeli army loom closer. Accord-
ing to MENA, the Israeli army is
spreading mobile artillery in the
areas surrounding the Gaza Strip in
preparation for ground operations.

Israel claims that the military op-
eration targets terror sites and that
in the past three days, the number
of rockets fired into Israel total
410, in addition to over 200 which
were intercepted by the [ron Dome
missile defence system. So far the

death toll on the Palestinian side is
39, including children and a preg-
nant woman. On the lIsraeli side,
three have been killed.

AccordingtoThe NewYorkTimes,
Israel targeted the offices of Gaza’s
Hamas Prime Minister Ismail Hani-
yeh overnight on Saturday as well as
200 other targets. Ma’an news agen-
cy reported that nine were killed
in raids overnight, including three
members of Hamas’s armed wing.
The New York Times added that
these strikes early Saturday were in
response to rockets fired from Gaza
which have reachedTel Aviv and Jeru-
salem.Rockets fired by armed groups
in Gaza in the past have usually not
reached as far as Tel Aviv.

The Tunisian Foreign Minister
visited Gaza on Saturday and said
that the attacks are against inter-
national law.

Prime Minister Hesham Qandil
visited the strip on Friday and met
the injured. He also spoke with
Haniyeh.

Egyptian hospitals in the Gov-
ernorate of North Sinai are ready
to receive injured from the Gaza
Strip and ten ambulances in Egypt
are ready to transport the injured
from the Rafah border.The injured
who have already been treated in
Sinai hospitals are being transport-
ed to Cairo where they will resume
treatment.

World powers turn to
Egypt to mediate on Gaza

Leaders urge Egypt to use leverage to de-escalate crisis

By Joel Gulhane

World leaders, including the United
States president, called on Egypt to me-
diate on the situation in Gaza in a flurry
of telephone conversations on Friday.
United States President Barack
Obama called President Mohamed
Morsy on Friday to discuss the situ-
ation in Gaza. Obama “commended
Egypt’s efforts to de-escalate the situa-
tion and expressed his hope that these
efforts would be successful,” according
to a statement from the White House.
A spokesperson for the US depart-
ment of state, Victoria Nuland, said
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
spoke to Foreign Minsiter Mohamed
Amr, Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor
Lieberman, King Abdullah of Jordan
and Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu. Nuland said, “we are urg-
ing those countries with influence on
Hamas and other groups in Gaza to use
that influence to get a de-escalation.”
Russian PresidentVladimir Putin also
contacted Morsy and “expressed his
support for Cairo’s efforts to normalise
the situation.” German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel,who was in Russia with Pu-
tin “called on the Egyptian government
to use its influence on Hamas and per-
suade them to stop the violence.”
British Prime Minister David Cam-
eron and Morsy “agreed that the pri-
ority must be to de-escalate the crisis
and that Britain and Egypt should con-
tinue to urge both sides to take steps
to reduce tensions.” British Foreign
Secretary William Hague said, “the

Egyptian government have been do-
inga good job to negotiate a ceasefire.
| also spoke to the Egyptian foreign
minister last night to urge Egypt to
use that leverage... to try again over
the coming days to negotiate a really
meaningful ceasefire.”

Amralso spoke to his counterparts
from US and Brazil, Jordan and lItaly
according to statement released by
the foreign ministry. Amr discussed
the latest developments and “regional
and international action to halt Israeli
aggression on the Gaza Strip.”

Yesterday Prime Minister Hesham
Qandil visited Gaza and called for
all Palestinians to unite “in order to
face the occupation forces.” He also
stressed that Egypt would continue to
work to secure a ceasefire. Qandil met
with Ismail Haniyeh,the prime minister
of the Hamas government in Gaza and
he also visited a hospital in Gaza.

Egypt helped to implement an un-
official ceasefire last month and the
international community hope that
Egypt can use its influence to stop
the violence again.

The Israeli operation Pillar of
Defence began on Wednesday with
an airstrike that killed a top Hamas
official, Ahmed Jabari. Israel is using
both its air and naval capabilities and
a spokesperson for the Israeli army
announced that 16,000 reserves will
be called up.

An emergency meeting of Arab for-
eign ministers was held at the Arab
League at 4pm Saturday to discuss
how best to resolve the crisis.

Egyptian and Pakistani
relations warm up

Two powers speaking out against Gaza plan to meet over

economy

Egyptand Pakistan are drawing clos-
er together in the build-up to a summit
next week in Islamabad. It will be the
first time since 1983 that an Egyptian
head of state travels to Pakistan.

The two nations have both con-
demned the Israeli airstrikes in Gaza
and asked for United Nations security
council action.

State-owned news agency MENA
reported that Morsy made a personal
phone call this Friday to Pervez Ashraf,
the Pakistani Prime Minister. They dis-
cussed the Israeli action in both legal
and humanitarian terms. These con-
versations are particularly pertinent
because Pakistan currently has a place
among the ten rotating members of
the security council.

The Embassy of Pakistan in Cairo
reported that their representative
on the security council said, “these
are senseless killings. The Israeli re-
taliation is excessive, the response
disproportionate. The international
community should step in. The se-
curity council should ensure that
hostilities cease forthwith and fur-
ther escalation is arrested, without
caveats and qualifications.”

However, as a non-permanent
member,they do not have veto pow-
er, while the United States is sure to
use their veto against any resolution
critical of Israel.

Pakistan also recently joined
Egypt in professing support for
Palestine’s bid to become a non-
member observer state in the UN.

Mobashir Hasan, press attache at
Pakistan’s Embassy in Egypt said,
“the position of Pakistan has always
been with the people of Palestine.”

The united front formed by the
two countries, which boast a com-
bined population of 260 million Mus-
lim citizens, serves as a backdrop for
next Thursday’s Developing-8 Or-
ganisation for Economic Coopera-
tion summit. The summit brings to-

Pakistan recently
joined Egypt in pro-
fessing support for Pal-
estine’s bid to become
a non-member observ-
er state in the UN

gether select member states, all with
large Muslim populations, to discuss
new economic approaches and build
diplomatic unity at the global level.

For Morsy, the summit presents
important opportunities such as
continuing to strengthen ties with
Turkey, and to further Egyptian in-
volvement with Africa and Southeast
Asia. The members of the D-8 are
Egypt, Pakistan, Turkey, Nigeria, Ma-
laysia, Iran,Indonesia and Bangladesh.

On Saturday Pakistan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs was quick to issue a
statement offering condolences to
families affected by the school bus
tragedy in Assiut, saying, “may Allah
grant them the courage and patience
to bear this irreparable loss.”

Supervisor Employee Relations

The Company:

Milahaisapublicshareholding company with over halfa century strong regional foothold
in transportation and logistics. Today, with an expanding fleet, state-of-art equipment,
well-trained manpower and world-class partners, the company is competing to become
a globally recognised player in maritime and logistics services, and an employer of
choice for those seeking extraordinary careers.

We are looking to hire a Supervisor Employee Relations

into our team.

Minimum Requirements:

- Supervises the activities of the Personnel Administration section to ensure all work
is carried out in an efficient manner which is consistent with operating procedures

and policy

- Ensure letters to government or other institutions as requested by employees are
done timely and in the correct format in professional Arabic or English business

language

- Ensure employee contracts for the Ministry of Labour's approval are done timely and

according to requirements

- Provides on-the-job training to subordinates
- Provides technical and procedural assistance to employees
- Ensure accurate records of employees' data are maintained to facilitate timely and

easy retrieval of information

- Monitors status of work in progress, inspects completed work and resolves problem

situations

- Assists internal auditors during audit process, provides documents, reports, and

other information upon request

- Supervise entry of data to the HR Oracle System
- Contribute to the identification of opportunities for continuous improvement of

processes, policies and practices

- Bachelor Degree in Business Administration or equivalent with preferably a degree

in Behavioral Science

- 5-8 years relevant experience including at least 3 years in similar position

- Minor management skills i.e. ability to motivate staff rather than organise work

- Professional written and spoken fluency in Arabic and English languages is a must
- Ability to plan work for subordinates over a monthly time horizon

- Ability to measure and review performance of subordinates

- Understanding of HR policies and ability to translate these into appropriate work

instructions and procedures

- Competent knowledge of the Qatar Labour Law and regulations and governmental

requirements.

Please submit application with career resume, current and expected
CTC and enclosing recent photograph to:

Human Resources department
Email: recruitment@milaha.com
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From Riga to Cairo

LATVIA’S YOUNG PRIME MINISTER TO THE EGYPTIAN
YOUTH: SELF-ORGANISATION BY FORMING POLITICAL
PARTIES, INTEREST GROUPS AND NGOS IS THE SOLUTION

Interview by Maher Hamoud

When he was first elected at the
age of 37,Valdis Dombrovskis was
Europe’s youngest prime minister.
Now 41, Dombrovskis is consid-
ered responsible for much of the
economic and political stability in
his country. During his tenure the
country has been admitted to the
European Union, and at the begin-
ning of 2014, Latvia will join the
Euro Zone.
Dombrovskis  discusses  with
Daily News Egypt a set of critical
issues regarding the Egyptian revo-
lution, the Arab Spring, the Pales-
tine-Israel conflict, Iran’s nuclear
programme and Egyptian-Latvian
economic and political relations.

Except for one agreement to pro-
mote and protect investments
between the two countries,
signed in 1997, very few agree-
ments have been signed between
Egypt and Latvia. Why don’t we
see something significant out

of this agreement since it was
signed about 15 years ago?

Just to give a background, dip-
lomatic relations between the two
countries were created more than
20 years ago.And in fact Egypt was
one of the first countries in the
Middle East and North Africa to
recognise Latvia’s independence,
which we certainly appreciate.Also
since 2007, we've had an embassy
in Egypt.

But regarding investments and
economic developments, that is
primarily in the hands of businesses.
They should come with their initia-
tives and seek opportunities. It is
good to have this framework of in-
vestment protection, which means
that possibilities are there.And the
question is;how keen are business-
es from both sides to engage!?

We have seen some increase in
trade volume in the past. However,
though relations are maintained,
they are significantly down. But
again recently trade volumes are
starting to increase with Egypt af-
ter the revolution.And as you know,
Egyptis quite a popular tourist des-
tination for Latvians.

Since Egypt represents a

huge consumer market, are there
any specific plans to expand
trade and investment relations
between the two countries?

Well, our embassy is working
on creating some events in this
regard. Also, sometimes when we
have large ministerial level visits,
we take some business delegations
with us. And | see there are pos-
sibilities for businesses to actually
come and seize the opportunities.

Concerning the relationship be-
tween the two peoples and how
to reinforce cultural exchange
and awareness between the two
countries, are there any future
projects in this regard popularis-
ing Latvia among Egyptians or
vice-versa?

We know that we are relatively
far away. In Latvia for example, we
have The Arab Cultural Centre,
which covers Egypt.But,since there
are only some 120 Arabs living in
Latvia and maybe only 30 of them
are Egyptians, of course we have to
try to putitin regional context.And
| think the same is true for Egypt
looking at Latvia in a regional con-
text as Baltic or Nordic Baltic to
develop that kind of cooperation.
But we also do make use of some
possibilities of other organisations
like say Anna Lind Foundation, as
an example.

Certainly, there are also some
other possibilities there in 2014,
when Riga is the cultural capital of
Europe,which will help having some
exchange with Egypt in this regard.

And | know that some people are
looking in that direction as well.

How do you see the particular
role of Latvia in the dialogue be-
tween The EU and Egypt? What
benefit can Latvians share with
Egyptians in this regard?

As regards to the EU dialogue,
in general we are supportive of in-
creasing EU active rule in the neigh-
bourhood, whether it is a part-
nership with the Mediterranean,
North African or eastern partner-
ship. In general, we are supportive
of those developments.We are also
supportive of facilitating trade links
to promote free trade agreements
and these kind of developments,
which in turn will reinforce com-
mercial ties and free trade between
the EU and neighbouring countries.

Latvia’s reaction to Europe’s eco-
nomic crisis was to increase aus-
terity measures. How are these
economic crisis measures going
so far? And when do you expect
the Latvian people to feel eco-
nomically relaxed and reap the
fruit of their patience?

Currently Latvia is the fastest
growing EU economy. Last year we
had an economic growth rate of
5.5 per cent, which made us third
fastest growing EU economy. This
year we are going to have economic
growth maybe close to 5 per cent,
which makes us the fastest grow-
ing EU economy. So, to an extent,
one can say that the Latvian reform
programme has worked.

What we mainly did when we
were facing the crisis, is that we
understood that we first needed
to regain financial stability. So, we
did very substantial austerity mea-
sures totalling 17 per cent of GDP.
But financial stability here is not
only about ratings, it is also about
whether banks are lending to citi-
zens and businesses, whether com-
panies are investing and whether
citizens are spending. For all of this,
you need financial stability as a pre-
condition.And as soon as we did it,
we returned to economic growth
and this is how it works now.

For our budget deficit this year,
we expect it to be below 1.9 per
cent of GDP.Nextyear itis going to
move down to |.4 per cent. So, we
see that budget deficitis under con-
trol and the economy is growing.

We also have the structure of the
economy changing. We now have
more emphasis on industrial pro-
duction and exports.Last two years
we had an average of 10 per cent
growth in industrial production and
30 per cent growth in exports. It is
a quite sustainable increase.

Currently, one of the issues for
Latvia is to join the Euro Zone.We
already fulfilled the criteria, so we
expect to join by January 2014.

As for when people are starting
to see the fruit of this economic
growth, | think it is already happen-
ing. Unemployment is decreasing,
which means that people are find-
ing jobs. Also just this year, we are
starting to raise salaries in the pub-
lic sector.We started with teachers,
employees of the interior system,
justice system and the social sys-
tem. Teachers have already gotten
their salaries increased since Sep-
tember. The rest of categories will
get salaries increased as of January
next year.You’ll also see this wage
growth happening in public sector
as well as in the private sector.

Now, focusing more on Egypt.
How would you evaluate the
performance of post-Mubarak-
Egypt?

Certainly, | would say it was very
impressive to see those develop-
ments during the Arab Spring and
aspiration for democracy, for dig-
nity and for good governance. Now

| would say it is also clear that after
such kind of events, a revolution if
you want to call it that, there of
course many challenges. You need
to change the governance struc-
ture, so you probably need to deal
with some corrupt officials, and so
on.And sometimes there are some
disappointments. But there is no
immediate prosperity after the
next day or next month follow-
ing the revolution. It takes certain
patience to overcome all those
obstacles and set the governance
structures right.

| think there have been some
good steps taken.There were par-
liamentary elections, there is a
democratically elected president.
And now of course, there is this
important constitution drafting
process. Also it is important that
principles of personal liberties, of
gender equality, of minority rights
be enshrined in a constitution.
Now | think it is very important to
see how this drafting of the con-
stitution goes and then down to
institutional building, so to say.

Do you have concerns on the rise
of political Islam in Egypt with
the Muslim Brotherhood leading
the government now?

This is why it is important to
see this in the constitution first. It
is important to see those religious
freedoms, minority rights, gender
equality protected. Because again,
this time you can really say that
it is the democratic choice of
the Egyptian people a free elec-
tions. This is how a government is
composed. Then the question is,
whether those political forces try
to create another alternative re-
gime or not? In this case,an Islamic
one! Or they stick with the values
of democracy? | think we still need
to wait for the answer to this ques-
tion. But of course we hope that

those democratic principles
will be observed. And in
this case, if this is relevant
to the Egyptian people
to have this government
now, maybe ten or twenty
years later there will be
a different composition
of government. It is still
premature to say. It is
still in the institutions
building stage.

Courtesy of Latvian prime minister’s office

Prime Minister Valdis Dombrovskis

Valdis Dombrovskis foresees continued high level cooperation between Egypt and Latvia

What is the stance of Latvia re-
garding the Arab-Israeli conflict?

Our stance is similar to those
of most of the EU countries. We
prefer a two-state solution and we
see that this should be achieved
through negotiations.

No reference to 1967 borders?

Well, a two-state solution, then
to go into more details based,more
or less, on the 1967 borders with
possible land swaps, taking into ac-
count settlements near the bor-
ders. And of course Jerusalem is a
big issue to be resolved.

Do you have any individual
thoughts about how the issue of
Jerusalem can be resolved?

We seeitisavery complexissue.

And of course we know that Pal-
estinians also see it as their future
capital. | do not have ready-made
recipes and no one has. Otherwise

it could have been resolved by now.

Butitisalso clear thatit takes polit-
ical will from both sides to resolve
it. And that is probably what we
need. We need to concentrate, sit
around the table and seriously ne-

gotiate for the two-state solution.

Unfortunately, in the last years, we
have not seen too much progress
towards this solution.

| was personally an
observer in the 2006
Palestinian ~ Author-
ity elections. At that
time | was an ob-
server from the Eu-
ropean Parliament in
the West Bank.

Having mentioned this, what do
you think about the blockade en-
forced on Gaza after Hamas won
elections?

Well, we know that Hamas is
internationally recognised as a ter-
rorist organisation, which states its
aim to destroy the state of Israel. So,
it is a question of whether Hamas
is ready to transform itself. And of
course as long as their declared aim
is to destroy the state of Israel, | think
no wonder Israelis are not willing to
negotiate with them. What would
they negotiate, their own destruc-
tion? So, | think it is now for Hamas
to transform themselves. And it is
also a question to Egypt now. How
would Egypt deal with their border
crossing? Will the borders be open-
ing? What sort of control over the
borders would be? | think it is a very
big issue for Egypt.

And what’s your opinion on Iran’s
nuclear ambitions?

We respect Iran’s right to develop
nuclear technology, but it’s impor-
tant that Iran is also taking steps
to address the rest of the world’s
concerns about the peaceful nature
of this programme. And there have
been some positive developments,
which is to convert part of its highly
enriched uranium for use in civilian
reactors.Which is a good move, but
it certainly also requires from Iran’s
side more transparency and to actu-
ally ensure the world what the aim
of this programme is.

Don’t you see a contradiction in
European attitude against Iran
in comparison to Israel that has a
hostile nuclear technology?

Of course, we know the aim of
many countries in the west is to en-
sure nuclear non-proliferation. And
certainly right now lIran is seen as
one of the points of worry.From this
point of view, as | said, we respect
Iran’s right to nuclear technology,but
of course in a frame[work] of non-
proliferation.We, the EU and other
entities, would like to see a peaceful
programme.

Back to Egypt and its revolution.
What kind of a message would you
send to the revolutionary youth,
who are left out of political power?
This is exactly the point. If you
are building up the democracy,
there shouldn’t be such a thing as
being left out of political power.This
is because there are many ways to
participate in political power. By
forming political parties and being
active through the NGO sector.
By forming interest groups. | think
opening up and taking much more

opportunities to be engaged in po-
litical processes or to be engaged
in public the process. It’s a bit of a
question of self-organisation right
now to put this youth potential also
to some productive direction. And
there are many ways of doing it.

Also,maybe the EU can be looked
atas a model of how to make a dem-
ocratic system work, make a multi-
party system work and how to make
the NGO sector work.

What did it take to become prime
minister of a country at the age of
37, like you did back in 2009?

Interestingly, I'm not the youngest
prime minister in Europe anymore.
Now the Finnish prime minister is a
couple of months younger than | am.
So, youth is something that tends to
disappear unfortunately.

It was very important to me that
| have this political experience. |
have been working as the finance
minister before. | have been work-
ing in the national parliament, the
European parliament. | have been
nominated as a prime minister from
my party several times before.So, it
not necessarily something that was
unexpected. What was different
that Latvia at that time was facing
huge economic crisis and we had
to deal with it.

So which position you think that
made such a significant change in
your political career?

In early 2002 we formed a new
political party with the governor of
the Bank of Latvia, where | was work-
ing. Then in October 2002 we won
parliamentary elections and formed
the government. At that time | was
elected as a member of parliament
and then | became the finance min-
ister. Certainly being a member of
parliament is a significant step in any
case. Of course for us we have this
system that if you are a minister you
typically suspend your parliamentary
mandate.

Do you have plans to visit Egypt
anytime soon? And what is the
most interesting touristic spot
that you would like to invite your
family to?

Well,I’'m very open to visit Egypt
and | have been there a couple of
times as a tourist before and been
to quite a few places already.And |
must say they are quite impressive
indeed. Starting from the pyramids,
the temples all the way to theValley
of Kings.Also the Red Sea really is
one of the most beautiful places to
dive, an activity | enjoy. It’s some-
thing you should be careful to pro-
tect and sustain its beauty.

Courtesy of Latvian prime minister’s office
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Banque Misr chases
Turkish delights

Banque Misr to open an office in Turkey

By Mohamed Salah Eldin

Banque Misr has acquired the Cen-
tral Bank of Egypt's (CBE) permis-
sion to open an office in Turkey, said
Mohamed Barakat, the Bank’s chair-
man, on the sidelines of the annual
Arab Banking Conference in Beirut,
reported MENA.

The step, which will be announced
during the visit of Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Egypt on Sun-
day, aims at simplifying the commercial
exchange between Egypt and Turkey in
the coming period, added Barakat.

The bank’s chairman denied any
political motivations behind the of-
fice’s inauguration, saying that the

board decided to take this step solely
to increase the commercial transac-
tions between the two countries.

The bank’s vice president Mo-
hamed Abbas Fayed had announced
onWednesday that the bank is seek-
ing to get the CBE’s approval to
open the first Egyptian representa-
tion bureau inTurkey. He said to the
Turkish Anadolu Agency that there
is a growing interest from Turkish
investors in the Egyptian market,
and that it was normal for Egyptian
banks to approach them and es-
tablish partnerships to launch new
projects in Egypt.

Fayed added that Banque misr is
trying to promote trade between

Egypt and Turkey and to meet the
needs of investors from both sides.
The bank has strong foreign repre-
sentation and banking units in the
European Union, GulfArea and Africa.

The liaison between business and
the presidency, Hassan Malek, expect-
ed theTurkish investments in Egypt to
grow from $1.5 billion to $2.5 billion
in 2013, in a statement to Anadolu
Agency Tuesday.

The Egyptian bank is currently
studying increasing its AED 180 mil-
lion capital in the United Arab Emir-
ates as a part of an integral plan to
raise its performance in the Emi-
rati market, after opening two new
branches in Lebanon last September.
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'Orascom Telecom Holding: Third |
'quarter 2012 financial results |

| Orascom Telecom Holding S.AE.
(‘OTH’,or‘the Group’) (EGX:ORTE.
I CA, ORAT EY.LSE: ORTEq.L, OTLD
I LI), a leading provider of mobile
telecommunications in Africa, Asia
and North America, announces its
consolidated financial and operating
I results for the period ending Sep-
I tember 30, 2012, demonstrating 14
per cent subscribers growth, 6 per
cent revenue growth and EBITDA
| growth on an organic basis year on
year (YoY).
* Total subscribers surpassed 85 mil-
| lion,an increase of 14 per centYoY.

» Revenues reached USD 885 mil-
lion, exhibiting an organic growth
of 6 per centYoY.

e EBITDA amounted to USD
425 million, showing an organic
growth of 6 per centYoY,driven by
top line growth and operational
excellence initiatives despite the
negative impact from Ramadan.

e Stable YoY group EBITDA margin
of 48.1 per cent. EBITDA margins
for the subsidiaries were as fol-
lows: Djezzy 58.3 per cent, Mobi-
link 43.0 per cent, banglalink 29.4
per cent, and Telecel Globe 47.7

per cent.
* Net income before minority in-I
terest stood at USD | | | million,

mainly driven by foreign exchange |
gain coupled with healthy profit |
from continuing operations. Net
income attributable to equity
holders amounted to USD 106 |
million compared to a net loss ofl
USD [.5 million for the same pe-
riod last year.

* Netdebt stood at USD 2,981 mil- |
lion,a slight decrease of over | per
cent;Net Debt/EBITDA of | .9x as
at September 30,201 2.
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Food prices jump five per cent in 2012

The food observatory of the cabi-
net’s Information and Decision Sup-
port Centre (IDSC) has issued its
quarterly report for the period be-
tween April and June 2012.

The price of the average food bas-
kethasincreased by five per cent last
June to reach EGP 476 compared to
EGP 455 in June 201 I, according to
the report.

In June, 74 per cent of the needi-
est households said their income
did not meet their monthly neces-
sities and 3.6 per cent of the sur-
veyed families reported a decrease
in their income comparing to the
previous month.

Of the surveyed households 43
per cent reported that they resort

to sources of income other than
one main job to meet their needs.
Retirement pensions, governmental
aids and family assistances consti-
tuted the majority of these sources.

The number of households who
borrow to fill the gap between their
needs and their resources grew
by 24.5 per cent between June and
March. Other families are forced to
consume cheaper food or too eat less.

Of the most-needy households,
27 per cent stopped consuming
certain kinds of meat that have be-
come more expensive in the last five
months, and 16.4 per cent of them
stopped buying more expensive
types of fish.

The inflation rate registered a

slight deceleration in the first half
of2012,according to the report,and
the value of consumer goods subsi-
dies reached EGP 26.6 billion in the
same period, 60 per cent of which
went towards bread subsidies.

The food basket referred to in
the survey is composed of 27 items
used by typical households in their
meals. It includes meat, vegetables,
beans, cereals, butter, eggs, cheese
and milk.

The survey covered 10 gover-
norates; two urban, three in lower
Egypt, three in Upper Egypt and
two border provinces (eastern
and western).The neediest families
were represented by 1,618 house-
holds (162 each governorate).

El-Saeed rejects free-of-charge deal to fix
inoperative customs’ x-ray devices

Customs x-ray scanners remain broken as government seeks best deal

By Hend El-Behary

The finance minister has rejected an
offer of free maintenance of x-ray
scanning equipment by the company
that supplies the machines to the
Egyptian Customs Authority.

The head of the customs author-
ity, Mohamed El-Salhawy, told Daily
News Egypt that the Minister of Fi-
nance, Momtaz El-Saeed, rejected an
offer made by Palamar-Misr, the local
agent of American Science and En-
gineering Inc (AS&E) to provide the
customs authority with free mainte-
nance on all inoperative x-ray scan-
ning equipment.

In 1998, the Ministry of Finance ac-
cepted an offer from the Ministry of
International Cooperation to import

industrial x-ray scanners worth $35
million from AS&E.

Three years later; several devices
broke down, prompting the Cus-
toms Authority to contract Palamar-
Misr Maintenance Company to carry
out repairs.The latter; howeverfailed to
carry out the maintenance satisfactorily.

Palamar-Misr later offered to main-
tain the devices free of charge,despite
the projected cost of maintenance
being EGP 10,000 per device.

“Palmar-Misr was the only agent
for AS&E,but the contractis now over
and the [finance] minister prevented
Palamar-Misr from fixing the devices
for free,” said El-Salhawy

El-Salhawy said that there is a com-
mittee of professors from the Faculty
of Science and Engineering from the

AFP Photo

University of Alexandria currently as-
sessing the functionality of the devices
and drafting a report to determine
that cause of their breakdown.

A physicist in the General Manage-
ment for Technical and Maintenance
in the EGA had called on the cabinet
to reject Palamar-Misr’s attempt to
persuade the officials to fix the de-
vices for free, since a technical com-
mittee has already been assigned by
El-Saeed to do the job.

“After finding out the real reasons
of behind the devices breaking down,
we will determine the costs; we will
issue a tender to select a company
for device maintenance, which should
take place after the arrival of the
fourth shipment of scanners,” said
El-Salhawy.
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Sidi Kerir Petrochemicals SKPC
Egyptian Financial and Industrial EFIC
AMOC AMOC
Juhayna Food Industries JUFO
Orascom Construction Industries (OCI) ocic
Delta Construction & Rebuilding DCRC
Modern Co. For Water Proofing WATP
Palm Hills PHDC
TMG Holding TMGH
National Real Estate Bank NRPD
Six of October 0cDI
El Kahera Housing & Development ELKA
Arah Cotton Ginning ACGC
Oriental Weavers ORWE
Egyptian Tourism Resorts EGTS

Banks 38.42
Banks 44,49
Basic Resources 94

Industrial Goods and Services and Automobiles ~ 25.50
Industrial Goods and Services and Automobiles ~ 1.06

Financial Services excluding Banks 0.52
Financial Services excluding Banks 0.67
Financial Services excluding Banks 120
Financial Services excluding Banks 1.2
Financial Services excluding Banks 4.97
Financial Services excluding Banks 3.86
Technology 5.89
Telecommunications 14
Telecommunications 0.60
Telecommunications 3n
Chemicals 13.40
Chemicals 10.78
Oil and Gas 71.02
Food and Beverage 739
Construction and Materials 263.02
Construction and Materials 7.05
Construction and Materials 212
Real Estate 263
Real Estate 475
Real Estate 24
Real Estate 20.72
Real Estate 5.82
Personal and Household Products 4.03
Personal and Household Products 3
Travel & Leisure 11

Last week's EGX30 index performance

Cose | fetums | Week Peromance |
e [Teel] W10 [z [Vor e i P

3860  0.00% 106.42% 58.26% 38.91
4465  050% 119.84%  80.55% 45.85
937 097% 151.21% 68.22% 9.44
2553 -0.74% 23.10%  26.07% 25.10
106 095% -12.29% -30.13% 107
052 196%  0.00% -10.34% 0.53
067  0.00% 21.82%  -4.29% 0.68
121 0.00% 23.47%  21.00% 12
1125  072% 1239%  9.13% 1131
491 6.97% 121.17% 77.90% 5.00
390  130% 52.94%  27.04% 3.95
580  1.05% 66.67%  45.36% 5.90
1402 -092% 6.13%  -1.20% 1410
061  517% 76.67%  61.14% 0.63
373 419% 11581% 104.16% 3.76
1345  052% 12.93%  11.07% 1350
1080  0.84% 21.21%  4.96% 10.90
7105 -0.86% 15.10%  20.56% 71.50
755  443%  93.59%  67.41% 1.64
26201  2.05% 30.26%  14.33% 264.43
711 057%  -1.54%  -21.87% 119
213 047%  -139%  -1.84% 215
264 076% 14220% 111.20% 2,67
476 0.63% 60.81%  45.57% 4.80
8395  -209% 2207%  -1.56% 24.23
279  3.07% 160.85%  60.05% 21.24
581  2.65% 49.74%  37.03% 5.88
400  1.01% 89.57%  58.10% 4.07
2325 -013% -16.08% -17.51% 2330
110 0.00% 30.95%  13.40% 11

38.00 2434 630,524 23,154.51
43.75 10.360 232,026 20,078.87
9.15 12,09 1,290,734 4,965.44
25.50 0372 14,564 5,746.31
1.04 1.05 162,530 376.32
050 1.853 3,566,746 272,66
0.66 218 3,237,150 2,006.20
120 0.773 104,685 1,015.55
11.04 16.06 1,421,912 5,347.34
453 10.431 2,122,878 2,365.00
379 10.33 2,650,309 2,516.82
5.56 2,692 464,038 364.79
13.80 272 193,935 23,984.36
0.57 24.456 40,406,115  3,094.96
3.57 2.11 6,099,959  19,199.23
13.30 0.878 65,294 7,029.75
10.51 2.50 231,018 740.14
76.58 0.079 1,029 6,638.31
120 3.78 501,198 5,302.46
255.77 18.013 68,751 53,941.63
6.94 0.67 94,251 162.67
208 0.987 464,246 214.20
2.56 24.65 9,335,545 2,725.63
459 10.038 2,109,687 9,657.47
2321 2.59 108,044 91.01
20.00 5.033 242,079 1,844.36
5.55 1.26 216,391 52781
3.84 10.533 2,630,749 1,050.77
281 1.09 47,002 2,096.10
1.08 1.240 1,125,988 1,14450

Turn Over | Volume | Market Cap.
(EGP Mill.)| Trade | (EGP Mill)

Trading value and volume during the week

Main Market 1,693.480
Bonds 459.32
Nilex 5.673
oTC 213.75

Trading Value | Trading Volume

2,372.224 387.370 71,993

# of Trades
358.133 70,496
0.429 —
1.831 939
26.977 558

Market indices performance

L Index 1-Week Ch. YTD Ch.

EGX 30 5,662.39
EGX 70 516.42
EGX 100 856.38

EGX 20 Capped 6,497.32

0.91% 56.32%
0.48% 24.26%
0.57% 33.17%
0.60% 65.52%

Market capitalization in LE Billion

|__Markets | ___Close ] ___oOpen | Change |

Total Listed Stocks 387.735
EGX 30 214.822
EGX 70 67.754
EGX 100 282.576
NILEX 1.208
Non Arabs

386.737 0.26%
213.739 0.51%
67.447 0.46%
281.187 0.49%
1.209 -0.08%

Investor's activity

16.24%

Arabs

\_Egyptians

79.37%

Egyptians vs. Foreigners

Institutions_\
49.99%

Individuals
50.01%

Individuals vs. Instiutions

&
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COMMENTARY

Disclaimer: Commentaries published
by Daily News Egypt do not reflect the
position ofthe paper,buttheindependent
opinions of their authors.

Columns debate Gaza violence and restrictions on media

The recent Israeli attacks on Gaza have grabbed the attention of
columnists across the country, and more than one writer has praised
Egypt’s intervention in support of Palestine. On another note, some
columns have criticised the recent ministerial decision to ban the
live airing of Egyptian satellite channels like Dream TV, censuring the

Muslim Brotherhood’s move.

The importance of presidential
elections after the new
constitution

Saad Al-Din Ibrahim

Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper

-

Since the new constitution draft

defines a set of authorities to the
president of the state, Ibrahim sug-
gests holding new presidential elec-
tions after passing the constitution.
He argues that the new constitution
furnishes the legislative, executive
and judicial authorities with pow-
ers that could vary from the exist-
ing ones. Therefore, new presiden-
tial elections should be mandatory
to rebuild a stronger Egypt. When
Ibrahim proposed the idea in front
of two Islamist leaders, both of them
rejected the suggestion, stating that
Morsy has already been elected for
four years. Ibrahim responded that
the currently dissolved parliament
had also been elected for four years.

In order for Egypt to re-establish
its institutions, Ibrahim believes that
probably the only solution is to re-
peat all elections that have already
taken place. Commenting on the
constitution, the writer suggests
an alternative secular constitution
to face off with the Muslim Broth-

erhood designed document. Egyp-
tians would then have the option of
choosing between two documents
instead of falling in the trap of a‘yes’
or ‘no’ that imitates the experience
of the 19 March 201 | constitutional
referendum.

The law between “Dream” and
“Abdel Rahim”

Mahmoud Mosalem

Al-Watan newspaper

Mosalem criticises the recent min-
isterial decisions to ban the live
airing of Dream TV and to ignore
the administrative court decision to
return Al-Gomhuria former editor-
in-chief Gamal Abdel-Rahim to his
position. In the writer’s opinion, it
has become easier for the Muslim
Brotherhood to limit freedom of
expression than to feed Egyptians’
hungry mouths.

It would be naive to believe the
Ministry of Information’s statement
that it functions to implement the
law, writes Mosalem. Minister Salah
Abdel-Magsoudhasprobablyforgot-
ten that Dream TV allowed several
media figures like Magdy Mehana,
Mona Al-Shazly,Wael Al-lbrashy and
Ibrahim Eissa to oppose Mubarak’s
regime and crystallise the role of the

opposition even more.With the re-
cent decisions to restrict the airing
of Dream TV, Mosalem believes the
move signifies the Muslim Brother-
hood’s desire to control the most
important institutions,including the
media. Further channels will be vul-
nerable to challenges according to
Mosalem, which will hinder media
development.

The Egyptian giant awakes
Mohamed Salmawi
Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper

Praising the recent Egyptian ini-
tiatives supporting Gaza, Salmawi
writes that Egypt has only now re-
covered its strong position in the
Arab world. After the diplomatic
letter that was sent to our ambas-
sador to Israel, the president has or-
dered the withdrawal of the envoy
amid the recent violence hitting the
Gaza strip.

Two years ago, Egypts’ role in
the region was at a lowpoint, states
Salmawi. However, after Prime Min-
ister Hesham Qandil visited Gaza,
accompanied by a large delegation,
the country’s status as a regional
power was manifest.

Describing Egypt as a once-sleep-
ing giant, Salmawi commends Egyp-
tians for gathering in Tahrir Square
to express their frustration towards
the incidents. The move led him to
conclude that the entire country
will unify its efforts to help put an
end to the bloodshed in Gaza.The
writer believes that recent presi-

dential decisions in reaction to the
Israeli attacks on Gaza does not
mean anything more than proving
to the Arab region that Egypt will
not remain passive seeing its broth-
ers being violently attacked. Egypt
will not allow foreign hands to kill
innocent civilians in Gaza, writes
Salmawi.

What's happening in Gaza: two
axes with the Brotherhood in
between

Moataz Abdel-Fattah

Al-Watan newspaper

Moataz Abdel-Fattah conducts an
in-depth analysis of the possible
repercussions for Egypt’s future
foreign policy under the rule of
the Muslim Brotherhood after the
current crisis in Gaza. He examines
the situation in light of the regional
power semantics, and warns the
current leadership from slipping
into the trap of uncalculated mili-
tary confrontation with Israel. The
difficult outcome of unconditionally
supporting Hamas will be regarded
by the United States and Israel as
an allegiance with the lran-Hamas-

Hezbollah axis;the primary regional
enemies of the Hebrew state. On
the other hand, post-revolutionary
Egyptis hardly expected to maintain
passive or active neutrality in the
face of the current Israeli assault
on Gaza.

Abdel-Fattah states that those
who wished to see Mitt Romney
elected president of the United
States direct their scepticism
towards Barack Obama on the
grounds that there is no hope to
find suitable peace partners in the
region. Their viewpoints were fur-
ther consolidated by the rise of
Islamists in the wake of the Arab
spring. While Syria’s position in the
Iranian axis has been jeopardised,
the neo-conservatives predict that
Egypt is on its way to fill Syria’s
vacuum. Abdel-Fattah calls for the
establishment of an Egyptian-Turk-
ish-Gulf axis, and for the formation
of a“Blue-Ribbon” style committee
to set out Egypt’s foreign policy in
the coming decades.

Emad Al-Din Hussein

The key to the constitutionisin
the hands of America

Al-Shorouk Newspaper

Using historical reasoning, Hussein
examines the nature of the rela-
tions between the Muslim Brother-
hood and the United States. While
the standard line portrays such re-
lationship as one of mutual distrust
and suspicion, Hussein suggests
the total opposite. He recounts
the covert coordination between
the Iranian ayatollahs and the CIA,
whereby the former received Is-

raeli weapons and utilised them
against Saddam Hussein, while al-
locating the revenues of the deal to
fund the Sandinista rebels in Nica-
ragua.This Iran-Contra scandal was
revealed despite of the staunchly
anti-American discourse vocalised
by the mullahs.

Accordingly, Hussein sees that
the US’s mere approval of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood’s rule and their
acceptance of the IMF loans to the
Egyptian government constitute
sufficient proof that the Islamist
movement has been actively en-
gaged in “deep coordination” with
the US administration.The price the
Brotherhood will have to pay in ex-
change is foreseen to be in the form
of human rights improvements, up
to the level that does not jeop-
ardise the security of Israel. Hussein
speculates that the US administra-
tion will even be in the position to
dictate some of the constitution
clauses to safeguard its interests in
the region. He calls for a moderate
and balanced constitution, which
not dictated by any external party.

The IMF loan in the
of economic reform

The air of ambiguity surrounding
Egypt’s receipt of the IMF loan
provides a distraction from what
the loan is really about, and the
clandestine nature of the nego-
tiations goes a long way towards
substantiating the true objective
of the loan.For the sake of dodging
bouts of public rage in times when
they’re as frequent as the cabinet’s
conflicting statements, the govern-
ment decided to close the kitchen
door in an attempt conceal what'’s
cooking; a deal which is very likely
to infuriate the public.

Obviously it’s not about the
money, and our ministers have re-
iterated that point on a number
of occasions. What is a $4.5 bil-
lion loan when we’re talking about
jumpstarting an economy as big as
Egypt’s? It’s an insignificant loan in
the context of revitalising a na-
tion’s economy on the verge of
depression.

It was also clearly noted by the
same ministers that the loan is
a testament to the security and
stability of the investment climate
in Egypt. Getting the loan,accord-
ing to officials, would facilitate the
flow of foreigninvestmentby those
who are wary of the prospects of
Egyptian economic recovery.

One major point that pundits
elect to ignore when address-
ing the public, which is arguably
the most significant, is how the
loan is a test for Egypt to gauge
the government’s willingness, or
rather seriousness, in taking radi-
cal policy measures to steer the
nation towards genuine economic

reform, measures that are likely to
incense public opinion.

For instance, will the govern-
ment assume the risk of slashing
a decent portion of the budget
spent on subsidies and confront
the public with a full picture of the
economy’s dire status? Or will it
recoil,as it always does, at the first
sign of public outrage?

Is the government strong
enough to take a decisive action
with regards to the valuation of
the Egyptian pound and let it float?
Taking into account that the initial
repercussions incurred would be
skyrocketing inflation, rising levels
of unemployment, poverty, crime,
and naturally public outrage?

Is Egypt willing to become an
international player and open its
books transparently, and without
attempting cliched tricks to hide
the dirt? Will the loan be utilised
constructively or will it fall through
the cracks in the system? These are
the questions the IMF is seeking
answers for. These are the matters
stalling the signing of the loan.

The loan will be granted, simply
because its monetary value is objec-
tively insignificant, but what comes
after that is the real test for the first
post-revolution government. It is es-
sentially a test to the cabinet’s phi-
losophy in balancing priorities.

Will austerity policies and their
aftermath, harsh as it may be,
trump appeasing public opinion in
an era of a highly volatile politi-
cal conflict and struggle to expand
political clout?

These are the hard-hitting

context
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MOHAMED EL-BAHRAWI

choices facing the current govern-
ment. And it’s only natural for an
inexperienced, precarious cabinet
to negotiate such tough measures
in the shadows, if only to stall the
public’s expected reaction. Yet,
how long will the administration
prevaricate?

It is only a matter of time be-
fore the reality of the negotia-
tions come to the fore, and then
the feared ire of the public will hit
twice as hard, as the government
will have unwittingly opened the
door to accusations of deception
and misleading the public.

The real question here be-
comes, what sits atop the cabinet’s
priorities? Is it the protection of
the currentadministration with its
already-tainted image against fur-
ther public discontent? Or would
it secure and pave the way for the
draconian-yet-imperative reform
train to take its proper course?

m.bahrawi@thedailynewsegypt.com

Likeeverybody else,l was takenaback
bythelsraeliattackon Gazalastweek.
| followed the news of what going
on, participated in a demonstration
on Wednesday night and started to
ask questions about what this war
will mean for the Middle East. For a
moment, | thought that | would be
writing my column this week about
Gaza. However, Mohamed Morsy, his
government and his fellow Muslim
Brotherhood hotshots did not give
me the opportunity.

As | was organising my thoughts
on the situation in Gaza, | was pro-
voked by the fact that Morsy will not
attend the Coptic Pope’s coronation.
One day later, | woke up to the dev-
astating accident in Assiut, which
was heavier on my heart than all the
events in Gaza.As | was pulling myself
together, | was given a blow to the
head by the tweets of Essam El-Eri-
an, deputy head of the Freedom and
Justice party and the leading figure
in the Muslim Brotherhood. At this
point,all thoughts on Gaza were out
of the picture and the mess in Egypt
was a lot more important to me.

Out of the blue, and for no appar-
ent reasons, President Morsy decided
not to attend the coronation of the
Coptic Pope. This neglect is not the
first instance; Morsy did not attend
the election on 4 November either.
The president first said that he would
attend ifinvited and when he received
the invitation the president’s spokes-
man said the president would attend
if time allowed. Now that he is not
attending, | assume that his time did
not allow. This makes me ask Presi-
dent Morsy an important question:
do you see the situation of Copts in
Egyptasa priority? If the answer is no,
then please make it clear, and if the
answer is yes, then let me tell you that
you haven’t done anything to prove it.

Morsy’s recurring neglect of the
church’s invitations is a clear sign
that the man does not want to visit
a church.At a time where attacks on
Copts are increasing day after day,
at a time where Islamic sentiments
are being injected into every aspect
of society and at a time where reli-

gious radicalisation is overshadowing
coexistence and tolerance; at this
time, Morsy cannot even offer some
symbolic reassurance. Mr President,
your presence at the coronation
wouldn’t have assured the Copts of
Egypt that the state guarantees them
equal rights and bans discrimination
against them,but it would have at least
sent a message saying that you serve
all Egyptians equally. But then again,
maybe that is not on your agenda.
But Morsy’s attendance is not the
only issue here;the real issue is with
the presidential decree he issued
concerning the Coptic pope. Presi-
dent Morsy used the word“appoint”
in this decree.Article | of that de-
cree states that “Bishop Tawadros is
to be appointed as Pope”. Now, he
who has the right to appoint to duty
also has the right to relieve from duty
and Morsy does not have the right
to relieve the pope from his duties.
The president should acknowledge
the new pope and ratify the selection
process. The whole idea behind the
presidential decree is to say that the
state recognises the fact that there is
anew pope in the Coptic Church,but
it does notappoint the man.Mr.Pres-
ident, | know you pray a lot, but that
does not give you spiritual authority,
neither in Islam nor in Christianity.
Then another train accident took
place, this time killing more than 50
children.| cannot describe how pain-
ful it feels and | cannot imagine the
heartache that the families of those
children must be going through.| can
only see how low it was of El-Erian
to use this catastrophe as a lobbying
opportunity to resurrect the parlia-
ment. El-Erian tweeted that the ac-
cident in Assiut calls for parliament
to be back in session so that it can
hold the government accountable.
As | saw that statement | wanted to
ask the man one question: what did
your parliament do? When 72 inno-
cent football fans died in a game in
Port Said what did your parliament
do? When protesters were being
shot with rubber bullets and pellets
while your parliament was in session,
what did it do? When thousands of

= %!
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civilians were put on trial before mili-
tary tribunals, what did your parlia-
ment do? And inside that parliament,
when did the Muslim Brotherhood
listen to any other voice but its own?
When Morsy became president,
we were all waiting for the Muslim
Brotherhood’s stunning administra-
tive capacity.We all waited for that
well organised group that swept
through the different elections
winning them one after the other.
Like any other Egyptian, | believe
this country deserves an efficient
administration, and if the Brother-
hood through Morsy can deliver
one then so be it. But month after
month, the Brotherhood’s admin-
istration has been one of failure,
inefficiency and misfortune.The
Brotherhood’s political leadership
potential so far turned out to be

a myth. In a country that’s in dire
need of reform in its infrastructure,
in dire need of equality and citizen-
ship rights, in dire need of leader-
ship that recognises the dignity and
value of the Egyptian citizen;in that
country, politicians are busy with
banning porn sites and allowing
girls to marry at the age of nine.
Mr President, please set your pri-
orities straight before you take this
country down further.

Ziad Akl is a political sociologist and a
Middle East specialist at the Ahram Cen-
ter for Political and Strategic Studies.He
is a senior researcher at the Egyptian
Studies Unit and managing editor of
the periodical “Egyptian Affairs.”
ziadakl31@gmail.com
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EGP 5,000 per victim

As 60 children died in a train accident in Assiut, social networkers expressed their anger over the government’s reaction
to the incident.They are especially critical of the government’s response compared to its reaction to what is happening is
Gaza.They criticise the lack of accountability, and the lack of punishment for people responsible for the railways.

One might agree or disagree with some of their opinions, but what is definitely true is that an Egyptian soul is worth more

than the EGP 5,000 compensation offered to victims families.
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+ASSIUT _ACCIDENT

@FBOUSHRA
When a country spends millions to close porn websites and does
not care for closing train barriers

@EMSORADY
The problem of railways is that they are inhuman, especially
those serving Upper Egypt. Railways need comprehensive
restructuring.

@MOHAMED_ELSALKH
*=x Why does some one’s child die because a careless worker was
. sleeping and not watching the railway barriers!?

@EMSORADY
Negligence and corruption are killing us every single day!

@ANOSH129
38 died in Gaza until the moment. 50 died in Assiut’s accident,
predominantly children. The consequences of negligence are
greater than that of war :(

@PHILOMAURICE_PM

Loading a new, more violent revolution...

@ALIELSAUDI
You protest, you die.You go to a match, you die.You go to school,
you will also, die!

@THEEGYPTIONMAN “u They will hold nobody accountable after the resignation, it is only
Only in Egypt: The road to heaven is easier than then road the barrier worker who will pay for everything.
to school!
+GAZA
+eBARACKOBAMA _AR(PARODY ACCOUNT) LOAI MOSTAFA GLOAI

N
@BARACKOBAMA_AR »
Even in Gotham people don’t die in the buses in the streets.They

die by the Joker and his gang. Even the Joker did not kill children!

@BARACKOBAMA_AR
When a country that have no wars, famines or epidemics kills
thousands of its citizens by its negligence, then the priorities of
reform are clear; Bikinis and alcohol!

@SALAMAH
@BARACKOBAMA_AR @ | know many people who would not mind the extermination of
When you liberate your minds, you will liberate Palestine. : Gaza just to prove Morsy’s failure. Sick people!
@BARACKOBAMA_AR @MEDSLK

You rose for Gaza in seconds, but you did not even move for
Syria in months. It is your hatred for Israel that stimulates you,
not your love for Palestine.

Political awareness is often alleged to be severely lacking in Egypt. Now that the constituent assembly
is drafting Egypt post-revolution constitution, Qabila has decided to launch a new series explaining
everything about the constitution. In this episode, Qabila is talking about the economic and social
rights in the constitution.

Any constitution is divided into three main sections; a section outlining the social, cultural, and eco-
nomic characteristics of the state, a section including the citizens’ rights and obligations,and a section
determining the type of the state’s political system.

constitution)
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+WHO_IS_ RESPONSIBLE

@ALYZIZO
28 January, Mohamed Mahmoud, the Battle of the Camel, Cabinet
clashes, Maspero massacre, 74 martyrs in Port Said, 16 martyrs in
‘ . Sinai, 50 children.Who is next? Who is responsible?

- @IBRAHIM_DIAB_
u EGP 5,000 indemnity for humans! Dogs are sold for EGP 7,000
and 10,000, criminals!

@DR_MINASAMIR
The government is focusing on shutting porn websites and stores,
while Morsy is threatening Israel of the Egyptian anger.And you are
still asking about the one responsible for Assiut’s clash?

@SIKA___
A tragedy: to wake up in the morning on the news of the death
of 65 children!

5o @ASELUO74
5"; The aftermath of every accident: the minister resigns, he turns his
cell phone off and leaves for Sharm El-Sheikh or Marina to chill out!

@DR_MINASAMIR
In short,if Morsy is not responsible for Assuit’s train accident, then
Mubarak was not responsible for Al-Salam ship accident and train
accidents during his regime.

@IBRAHIM_DIAB_

The Zionist enemy was not ready for ground operations at first.
a Conducting ground operations now means that the Zionists are
\(“8 incurring severe losses.

@DRWESSAM
Infrastructure is not on the list of government’s priorities. Shut-
ting stores, porn websites, opposition TV channels,and supporting
Gaza are morse important, indeed!

How foolish are the Israelis! They think that those who shed blood
to be liberated from tyranny will not do the same to be liberated
from occupation!
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Which incident had higher number of victims, hurricane Sandy

Source: El Hagga Om El-Ekhtraa’

(Referring to a Salafi Sheikh’s call for the demolition of the Sphinx)

| Source: Carlos Latuff - the painter

(Referring to the large number of martyrs dying in several incidents

VIRAL POSTS

L
&
: 1 Jo%.wl s
e
Asa7be Sarcasm Society | Fo/Asa7bess NEDVED

Hello Sameh, listen...

or Gaza bombardment?
Assiut’s train!!

Sphinx after threats of destroying it

of the revolution
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In mourning of who, or who, or who...

during the past months)

Qabila - “Economic and social rights”

DMFD Campaign (Citizen'’s guide to understand the

In the second section, the constitution should outline a set of indispensable economic and social rights
provided for every citizen.The rights include the right to food, free education in elementary stages, the
right to own private property, the right to form coalitions and syndicates, the right to work, the right

to housing,and the right to be provided with the adequate health care and living allowances for elders.

When such rights are mentioned in the constitution, citizens have the right to hold the government
responsible if it deprived them of their rights. But what happens if they are not mentioned? Citizens
can do nothing, absolutely nothing!

(11 Tube.
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ART & CULTURE

Art should make a statement and Culture is what surrounds us.

EVENTS

MUSIC

Adam Miller Band

If you are tired of all the pop
masquerading as jazz, head on to
the Cairo Jazz Club where none
other than renowned musi-
cian Adam Miller will be playing
uncompromised jazz just the
way you want to hear it. Reser-
vations are recommended.
Cairo Jazz Club

197, 26 of July Street

Zamalek, Cairo

Tel: (02) 3345 9939

18 November 10pm

FILM

Sex Talk

The libertine Dutch may have
liberal attitudes towards sex
(and everything), but this docu-
mentary is actually Egyptian and
director Amr Bayoumi will be
present for a discussion after-
wards.The film examines sexual-
ity in Egyptian society and atten-
dance is free so be there early!
Netherlands-Flemish Institute

I, Mahmoud Azmi St,

Zamalek, Cairo

Tel: (02)27382520

18 November 7pm

Weather £

S

Sunday, November 1
Alexandria 25°C/16°C
Aswan 33°C/19°C
Cairo 26°C/16°C
Hurghada 28°C/20°C
Luxor 31°C/18°C
Sharm El-Sheikh | 31°C/20°C
Suez 23°C/12°C

Art Lab Festival raises money for
independent cinema hub in Alexandria

By Omar El Adl

Maadi’s dilapidated villas have been
put to some outlandish uses over the
years, chiefly as pubs and restaurants.
Perhaps one of the better projects is
Art Cafe,right next door to the Maadi
police station. Art Cafe is a friendly,
open air cafe that has a spacious in-
door area dedicated to art activities.

The cafe hosted Art Lab Festival as
a fundraiser for Spaces of Expression,
a project by CISV Egypt’s Interna-
tional People’s Program and Gudran
Association For Arts And Develop-
ment. The day-long festival included
daytime art workshops for kids, with
food provided from the delicious,
but overpriced, Cairo Kitchen. The
money goes to a good cause though;
establishing a permanent space for in-
dependent and audio and visual arts
in Alexandria.Tickets had a suggested
price of EGP 40 for adults and EGP 30
for children under 12, though some
opted to pay more.

The art workshops started at
Ipm and the short film screenings at
2pm. From 6-9pm the audience was
treated to Like Jelly’s humorous and
spontaneous songs.

The art activities ranged from
painting mugs to free painting in what
Art Cafe called the creativity room.
The cafe hosted the festival free of
charge,aiming to add as much money
as possible to the EGP 21,000 the
project managed to raise prior to the
festival.

As expected, the crowds started
filling up the venue just around the
time Like Jelly were set to play. The
event had no information available in
Arabic, but staff members were avail-
able to talk at length on the project
and CISV.

“CISV Egypt is a registered NGO
under CISV international which oper-
ates in 65 countries and 200 cities,
focusing on intercultural learning and
educational activities with a focus on
informal learning or learning through
participation and living in multicul-
tural settings,” said Rowan El Shimi,
staff member of Spaces of Expression.

CISV Egypt’s International People’s
Programisinviting 25 volunteers,both
local and international, from 12 coun-
tries, to live in Alexandria for three
weeks starting on 27 December.The
volunteers will work on renovating
a spacious |2-bedroom apartment
in Alexandria that used to belong to
Bahna Films; one of the bigger pro-
duction companies in Egypt that op-
erated from 1932 to 1962.

“The owner of the apartment, Bas-
sil Bahna,is donating the apartment to
Gudran to transform it into a hub for
independent cinema.ltisahuge apart-

Kids had a good time being creative during Art Lab Festival

ment but we hope to be done with
two rooms by the time the volunteers
leave, 16 January,so Gudran can use it
for activities,” said El Shimi.

The apartment will also feature a
cafeteria and a museum for Bahna
films, with some memorabilia includ-
ing original actors’ contracts, com-
plete with signatures.

“In addition to the museum and
the screenings, the 12 rooms will host
other artistic activities, similar to Mo-
sireen but not necessarily political,”
said El Shimi.

The Art Lab Festival raised EGP
9,000 and CISV Egypt hopes to raise
more. El Shimi says these things have
a “way of working out.”

“We still need EGP 16,000 but we
are hopeful and we are planning oth-
er activities. Ve are hosting a movie
night on | December at the CISV of-
fice where we will screen Wasteland
and have a discussion afterwards.”

Maya Tadros

New in the Movies

By Adel Heine

The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn
part 2

The final instalment of the Twilight
series will undoubtedly rake in the
millions, just as its predecessors did,
but that has little to do with its qual-
ity. The transformation, finally, of Bella
into a vampire means that she actually
displays more than one facial expres-
sion. The fact she gives birth leads to
the ultimate vampire battle to end all
battles - and thankfully the series.

The trite romantic premise of love
conquering all, including death, has had
audiences spellbound for years now.The
lack of acting ability never hampered
those portraying vampires since most of
their job involves standing around and
looking gorgeous. Reviewers are not
very impressed with the film, but that
will have little to no influence at the box
office. We are just grateful that it is done.

Frankenweenie

Tim Burton’s latest film is a feast of
black and white animated fun in 3D.
Set in a gloomy version of suburbia
and filled to the creaking rafters with
references to horror films, the film
tells the story of a boy who brings
his much loved dog back to life - in
true Frankenstein fashion. He sets a
trend as his classmates join in on the
undead fun, resulting in a parade of
Frankenpets in the shadowy streets
of New Holland.

The combination of Burton and
Disney may not seem the most obvi-
ous, but the result is very much worth
watching.Most critics agree that Bur-
ton has added yet another quality title
to his long list of wonderful oddities,
and references to his own work are
artfully hidden in the many shades of
grey of the film.The few who disagree
point out that it is a bit more of the

Cairo:IMAX Cinema, Galaxy Cineplex, Gal-
axy, Golden Stars, Stars Cinema, Ramses
Hilton, El-Salam Concorde Cinema
Alexandria: Green Plaza, Amir

(Whenyou can live forever, is there anything worth dying for

hetwilight=#
breaking dawn
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same, but when it comes to Burton, his

same is usually hauntingly entertaining.

Cairo: Stars Cinema, IMAX Cinema
Alexandria: Green Plaza
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