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MATRUH DELEGATION NOT
REPRESENTATIVE

Takwa protesters claim they
were excluded from a meeting
with President Mohamed Morsy

RAMLET BOULAQ CASE POSTPONED

Administrative court postponed a
case filed by residents of Ramlet
Boulaq against the Cairo
governorate 3

FAKEEHA: FRUIT BOUQUET SPECIALIST

Imagine a healthy fresh bouquet
of locally-grown, handpicked,
perfectly ripe fruit and you have
envisioned Fakeeha

Sinai attacks continue

JIHADISTS ACCUSE POLICE OF PLANNING THE ATTACKS

By Nouran El-Behairy
and Nasser El-Azazy

Masked gunmen launched an attack
on a police patrol in on the bridge of
the Wadi El-Arish in Sinai on Tuesday.
Three soldiers were killed last week
in the same place.

The attack resulted in the injury
of Colonel Selim Gamal, inspector of
security of the Ministry of the Interior
in the North Sinai region. Gamal was
shot in the neck,according to a medi-
cal statement.

Gamal was transferred to Cairo to
receive treatment in Agouza police
hospital.

Major General Ali Azzazy, a high
ranking security official in North Sinai,
said the gunmen opened fire on the
officer which led to a serious shoulder
injury. The gunmen took the officer’s
car and fled.

This comes after the deployment
of Egyptian military forces across
Sinai after demonstrations by police-
men. The protesters denounced the
killing of three of their colleagues at
the hands of unidentified gunmen on
Saturday.

A group named the Salafi Jihad-
ists released a statement on Mon-
day titled “latest police violations.” It
claimed the police unjustly killed four

Sinai Peninsula (File photo)

Sinai residents,which led to the attack
on the police patrols.

The statement explained that po-
licemen had shot a taxi driver, killing
him and the passenger who was next
to him. Another truck driver and pas-
senger were shot by a policeman,who
dragged the driver out of the vehicle
in an “inhumane” way.

“People demanded justice but au-

Egyptian security forces stand by their armoured personnel carriers ahead of a military operation in the northern

thorities ignored their demands...
the attack [on the police patrol]
was followed by a media campaign
to show that the police were target-
ed and the security was loose” the
statement read.

It went on to say that the Salafi
Jihadists were accused of targeting
police, “but our weapons target only
our nation’s enemies, the Jews,” add-
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ing that the attacks were planned by
authorities to justify tightening secu-
rity over Sinai.

Finally they said the major problem
in Sinai was the marginalisation of the
people by the authorities and the lack
of their basic needs.

They described authorities as “in-
side enemies” who want to bring back
tyranny and injustice.

Salafis storm church proper

Coptic groups criticise government for inadequate security
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By Basil EI-Dabh

The diocesan headquarters of the
Coptic church in Shubra Al-Kheima
was stormed by Salafis on Monday
after afternoon prayers. The group
raised a banner reading “Rahma
Mosque” and remained on the prem-
ises until prayers at dawn, when the
interior ministry intervened and re-
moved the group.

The Salafis took over an area of
the diocese headquarters used for
services, that had been governmen-
tally licensed, and claimed it as a
Muslim place of worship,said Bishop
Morcos of Shubra in a telephone in-
terview on Al-Tahrir channel. “We
want to know what the government
will do.”

“They claimed that the land is
owned by a Muslim, despite the is-
suance of permits for the service
building of the church,” said the
Maspero Youth Union (MYU) in a
statement.

“As a party and coalition we
refuse any assaults, because they
provoke sectarian strife,” said Amir
Boshra,a member of the Free Egyp-
tians Party (FEP) and the MYU.“We
don’t want things to escalate, but
there are Muslims and Christians
and parties who are against this
situation,and will resolve it by force
if necessary.”

Banner that reads “Rahma Mosque” erected by Salafis over the Coptic

church in Shubra Al-Kheima

The Salafi group left after dawn
prayers,said Ishak Ibrahim,a research-
er for the Egyptian Initiative for Per-
sonal Rights (EIPR).

“This episode is part of a series
of attacks surrounding the role of
Christian worship after the revo-
lution,” the MYU said. The group
blamed the government and se-
curity apparatus of being slow to
act and sustaining their complic-

ity in attacks on Copts and their
churches.

“The Coptic youth feel intense
anger and disappointment as a result
of the recklessness of the regime in
dealing with such incidents and per-
petrators,” said the MYU.

The Coalition of Copts in Egypt
called on President Mohamed Morsy
to act against the perpetrators and
pre-empt future similar situations,
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asking him and the interior ministry
to implement frameworks that would
allow them to act more rapidly to sec-
tarian incidents.

The Egyptian Social Democratic
Party condemned Monday’s events
in a statement, calling for the in-
truders to be punished, but also
expressed appreciation for police
and security forces that had worked
to remove the Salafis early Tuesday
morning.

Bishop Tawadros, who was select-
ed as the Coptic Orthodox Church’s
| 18th pope on Sunday,stated ina tele-
vision interview on Monday that the
state needed to take stronger steps
to make Egypt’s Christians feel safer,
calling the displacement of Copts*“‘un-
acceptable”

Sectarian
creased since the revolution last
year, including cases of Christians
being displaced from their homes.
Christians in Rafah left their homes
after being threatened in Septem-
ber. The Giza village of Dahshur
was the site of sectarian clashes in
August that resulted in roughly 100
Christian families fleeing, as their
homes and businesses were burned
and looted.

In both incidents, most of the
Christians returned to their homes
after the government provided ad-
equate security.

incidents have in-
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Commentary

Dr HA Hellyer writes:

People have died as part of the
Arab awakening all around the Arab
world, but the price has been dear-
est in Syria. The price will continue
to increase as long as this uprising
is forced to continue
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Corruption accusations
at Al-Qasr Al-Eini

Patients sceptical of report accusing Heba EI-Swedy and

others of profiteering
By Rana Muhammad Taha

Lawyer Mustafa Sha’ban has filed a
report to the prosecutor general ac-
cusing a number of public figures of
corruption charges, concerning the
treatment of patients injured during
the revolution.

Sha’ban accused the manager
of New Al-Qasr Al-Eini Teaching
Hospital Amr Gad, ex-head of the
revolutionary patients’ fund Hosny
Saber and society figure Heba Al-
Swedy of confiscating public money.
Al-Swedy has been handling the
expenses of treating patients who
were wounded during the January
201 | revolution.

Sha’ban allegedly attached with
Monday’s report a letter from Gad
to the revolutionary patients’ fund
demanding all the money that the
hospital and Heba Al-Swedy had
paid in treating the patients;a sum
of almost EGP 3 million.

A copy of Gad’s letter was post-
ed by Sha’ban on Facebook;the let-
ter details all the expenses made
on behalf of the hospital and the
civil society.The paychecks in ques-
tion and a list of all those treated
at the expense of the hospital and
the civil society (mainly Heba Al-
Swedy) were also attached.

Continued on page 2

Press Union rejects

draft law

Members say law is against human rights

Some Press Union board members
released a statement on Monday, re-
jecting a new draft law for the body.

Board members said they had
not been consulted in creating the
draft, reported state-owned Al-
Ahram.

The draft laws were written by
a committee of lawyers and judges,
which was created following last
years’ board elections.

“This law is not recognised by any
journalist,” union vice chairperson,
Abeer Sa’ady, said, “it’s not just that
we reject the laws, but we reject the

way they came through.”

Sa’ady stated the laws were drafted
by a group of judges and lawyers, led
by Hatem Zakareya, the union’s rap-
porteur on legislation.

“We have been repeatedly asking
to see the nine articles drafted by
Zakareya, only to be told the legis-
lation committee hasn’t convened
yet,” Sa’ady said, “Then during the
Eid vacation, almost two weeks
ago, all journalists were surprised
by this draft law.”

Continued on page 2
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Children at St. Andrew’s Refugee Services get the benefits of an education

that would otherwise be denied to them.The centre fosters an atmosphere

of tolerance and acceptance

“The reason that St.Andrew’s and or-
ganisations like it are so important,”
says former executive director, Fiona
Cameron, “is because of the com-
munity involvement of people who
might never otherwise work together
or even meet together. St. Andrew’s
is a place where refugees, western-
ers, and Egyptians all work together
with a single aim.” The centre not only
helps people with daily life, it also in-

spires and nurtures people to achieve
brighter futures. By integrating na-
tionalities from all over the world it
fosters a positive social environment,
transforming it into a part of Cairo’s
social fabric.

Brooke Comer writes about the
vital and fascinating work that takes
place at St Andrews.

Feature on page 7
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Matruh delegation to president not representative

PROTESTERS CLAIM THEY WERE EXCLUDED BY SALAFIS

By Joel Gulhane

Around forty members of the United
Revolutionary Movement of Matruh
(Takwa) gathered outside the presi-
dential palace on Tuesday, claiming
they were excluded from a meeting
with President Mohamed Morsy.The
protesters claimed they were exclud-
ed by local Islamist groups in discus-
sions of their governorate, Matruh.

The demonstration outside the
palace started at midday. The chants
of “down with military rule, down
with corruption” were led by Ayman
Ghazee, an accountant from Marsa
Matruh.

Ghazee said, “we object to the
formation of the delegation that is
speaking to the president.We object
to the governor because he has not
changed the military staff of the gov-
ernorate office.”

Khaled Al-Senini said, “l was invit-
ed to the mosque last night by the
Salafiya representatives. They offered
to represent Takwa in the meeting
with the president but | refused; we
are not for sale.”

Takwa has members across the
Libya-bordering governorate.Among
the group were protesters from Da-
baa, whose main concern is the plan
to build a nuclear power plant next

to their town.

Khadr Sluma, a resident of Dabaa
said, “we refused the money that the
president offered us.Ve want them
to build infrastructure for us not a
nuclear power plant. We went to
the land where they are building the
nuclear plant but there is nothing hap-
pening there.”

“The land in Dabaa is like a sponge
and a nuclear plant will remove a lot
of water from the land, which will
weaken it. This increases the risk of
damage from an earthquake,” Al-Se-
nini said, adding they fear a nuclear
power plant would be detrimental to
their health.

EzzAl-Din Jubran,a citizen of Marsa
Matruh said,“we have so many prob-
lems in our governorate. We need
clean water, better health care, jobs
for the youth and the roads need re-
pairing. These are only a few of our
problems.”

Ghazee led the chanting as the
protest was moved across the road.
The group were confronted multiple
times by a woman who did not agree
with their protest. She approached
them angrily and accused them of
being terrorists.The protesters were
not provoked by the woman and con-
tinued to chant peacefully.

During his visit three weeks ago,

Joel Gulhane
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Ayman Ghazee, centre, and other members of Takwa, the United Revolutionary Movement of Matruh, protest out-
side the presidential palace in Heliopolis, Cairo

Morsy promised the people of Matruh
that he would address their problems
in a meeting with them in Cairo.This
prompted the end of a month long
sit-in outside the governorate build-
ing in Marsa Matruh. Morsy respond-
ed to residents’ demands for a new
governor and appointed Major Gen-

eral Ahmed Helmy Fathi Al-Hatimi to
replace General Taha Mohamed Al-
Sayed.There is concern that a civilian
governor was not appointed but the
people of Matruh are willing to give
Al-Hatimi a chance.

Takwa have complained they were
not included in the final list of del-

egates to meet the president. Khaled
Al-Senini ,a member of Takwa, alleges
a former MP from the Salafi Al-Nour
party punched him at a governorate
meeting over this issue.

The delegation of Islamists arrived
on Monday night for their meeting
on Tuesday, according to Al-Senini.

They were inside the palace while
Takwa’s protest was taking place. Al-
Senini said “the Salafiya and Muslim
Brotherhood people inside are from
Matruh and they know the problems.
They will tell the president about the
problems.We are protesting because
we should be in there too.”

Al-Senini added, “we are angry be-
cause we spent a month outside the
governorate building in Marsa Ma-
truh.We took the first step and they
have taken our cause from us so they
can return to Matruh as heroes.They
will be false heroes.”

Ghazee believes this problem is
not only in Matruh.“We need change
around the whole country, we need a
proper economy, we need to change
the way the country is managed and
we need development and freedom
for everybody” He added, “if that is
too much, then | will sum it up, we
need justice.”

Al-Senini said,“l do not believe that
there has beenarevolution in Egypt.All
around the country there has been no
change. The military still run Matruh,
the Salafiya and the Muslim Brother-
hood act the same way as the previous
regime.VWe need a real revolution.”

Daily News Egypt could not con-
tact Salafiya or the Matruh Muslim
Brotherhood.

Teacher sentenced for cutting
students” hair

Six month suspended sentence predictable, says lawyer

By Fady Salah

Luxor misdemeanour court, headed
by Chancellor Mohamed Al-Tamawy,
handed the female teacher accused of
cutting the hair of two students a six
month suspended prison sentence.

Eman Abou Bakr Kilany was ac-
cused of cutting the hair of 12 year-
olds Mona Berbesh and Ola Mansour
for not wearing the hijab, at the Ha-
dadeen primary school. She did not
attend the court session but was rep-
resented by five of her lawyers, in ad-
dition to some members of her family.

The National Council for Child-
hood and Motherhood filed the initial
lawsuit against Kilany. They could not be
reached for a comment on the verdict.

Kllany admitted to cuttting almost
seven centimetres of the two girls’ hair.

Ramy Ghanem, human rights law-
yer, said that the verdict was predict-
able.He explained that it stressed the
notion of punishment by issuing the
sentence, while on the other hand it
maintained and protected the pres-
tige of teachers in general, by sus-
pending the sentence.

Ghanem suggested that laws and
regulations should control the rela-
tions between students and teachers to
avoid such incidents.“Many teachers are
insulted and disrespected by students,
while other teachers preach the liberty
and dignity of students. Laws should be
imposed to control this hectic situation.”
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Eman Abou Bakr Kilany was accused of cutting the hair of two 12 years old
pupils for not wearing the hijab at the Hadadeen primary school in Luxor

The previous session witnessed
extensive security precautions, al-
though the defendant did not attend.

First secretary of the Ministry of Edu-
cation in Luxor, Zakaria Abdel Fatah, de-
ducted one month from the teacher’s sal-
ary as a fine. Abdel Fatah also transferred
the teacher and the principal of the school
to Al-Qarna administrative unit.

MohamedAbdel Salam, director of
information department in the Na-
tional Council for Women (NCW),
said the council issued statements
condemning the teacher’s actions.
He added that the council visited
the school were the incident took
place,in addition to the girls’ families.
Abdel Salam refused to comment on

the verdict, saying that verdicts of ju-
diciary should be respected.

Abeer Aboul Ella, director of the
press office at the NCWY, said the
charges were pressed to protect the
dignity of students and to prevent
such incidents from occurring in the
future. Regarding the verdict, Abeer
said it was not possible to have a
stronger verdict, as the current laws
dealing with women and children’s
rights in Egypt do not allow harsher
punishment.

“I wish the teacher would apologise
to the students in front of their col-
leagues, just like they were humiliated
by her in front of them.This is more im-
portant than the verdict.” said Abeer.

Press Union
rejects draft
law

Continued from page 1

Sa’ady believes this law, which she
describes as the union’s constitution,
cannot be written without the input
of practicing journalists.

The board members also said in
their statement they do notapprove
of some articles within the draft.
The draft law necessitates anybody
applying for the union’s member-
ship must be Egyptian, with good
qualifications and reputation. They
must never have been sentenced for
an offence involving moral miscon-
duct, except in the case of opinion
offences. They must be skilled at IT
and foreign languages,and be no less
than 21 years-old and no more than
30 years-old.

“This article is both unconstitu-
tional and against human rights,” Al-
Sa’ady said.

Alongside Sa’ady, the statement
was also signed by Gamal Fahmy, Ka-
rem Mahmoud, Alaa Al-Attar, Hisham
Younes and Gamal Abdel Rahim, ac-
cording to Al-Ahram.

The draft law also includes articles
which prohibit arresting or holding
any journalist on remand, limiting the
journalists’ punishment to a fine rang-
ing from EGP 5000 to EGP 10,000.
The new draft reserves the right to
discipline journalists for the union,
prohibiting the practice of forcing
journalists to reveal their sources and
the expulsion of journalists, without
first notifying the union of the reason
for expulsion.

Former parliament members defy
prosecutor general

By Nouran El-Behairy

Mohamed Al-Sawy, Essam Sultan,
and Hatem Azzam, members of the
now-dissolved People’s Assembly,
have accused the prosecutor gen-
eral of abusing his power and issu-
ing threats.

The report was filed at Qasr EI-Nil
police department on Monday.

Prosecutor General Abdel Meguid
Mahmoud threatened Al-Sawy over
the phone, according to Sultan’s
Facebook page. Mahmoud was alleg-
edly angry over a court case Al-Sawy
and others had filed against him.The
ex-parliamentarians had filed a case
with the president of the Supreme

Council of the Judiciary and minister
of justice. They demanded an inves-
tigation into the lawsuits launched
against figures from the former re-
gime. The parliamentarians wanted
to ensure the cases were being prop-
erly conducted.

Sultan ended his post, “honour-
able prosecutor general we can’t be
threatened, we're not afraid and will
notbe silenced.The law will be applied
upon you.”

Legal groups like Together to
Hold the Prosecutor General Ac-
countable and the National Cam-
paign to Document Mubarak’s
Crimes have announced their soli-
darity with Al-Sawy and Azzam.

On Monday, Sultan submitted a
memorandum to Ismailia Criminal
Court against Mahmoud. He accused
Mahmoud of not bringing to trial two
orchestrators of the Port Said mas-
sacre.

Al-Husseiny Abo Amar and Gamal
Omar,an NDP member and business-
man with links to the former regime
respectively, are allegedly involved in
planning, managing and financing the
massacre.The event claimed the lives
of 72 people during a football match
in Port Said.

In his complaint,Sultan said he might
file a lawsuit against Mahmoud.

Sultan also questioned Mahmoud
on Thursday via Facebook about for-

mer MP Moustafa Bakry.

Sultan claimed Bakry lied about a
meeting he had with Mahmoud, say-
ing Bakry met the prosecutor gen-
eral to ask him to help his brother,
who had been dismissed from the
judiciary. Bakry has claimed the
meeting was over a presidential de-
cision to arrest him.

Mahmoud was recently the cen-
tre of a crisis between the presi-
dency and the judiciary. when he
rejected a presidential decision
to appoint him ambassador tothe
Vatican. The crisis was resolved
following negotiations
Mahmoud and Minister of Justice
Ahmed Mekki.

between

Corruption accusations
at Al-Qasr Al-Eini

provide medical care to those wounded during the 2011 revolution

Continued from page 1

“The EGP 3 million was returned to
hospital and Al-Swedy through two
installments,” Sha’ban said.“The first
installment has already been paid,
while the second was due to be paid
on Tuesday; it was stalled after my re-
port was filed.”

Accordingly, Sha’ban accuses Gad
and Al-Swedy of taking back all the
money they had paid for treating the
patients.

“One of two things happened,
Gad did deliver Al-Swedy’s share
of the money back to her and she
is only claiming having treated the
patients on her own expense, or
Gad took Al-Swedy'’s share without
delivering it to Al-Swedy. If the lat-
ter is the case,then Al-Swedy should
accuse Gad of the charges she’s cur-
rently facing.”

Ayman Abdel Meguid, a member
of the revolutionary patients’ fund,
denied that Al-Swedy collected any
money from the fund.

“Al-Swedy did not retrieve any of
the money she had paid in treating the
patients,” said Rabie’ Abdel Ra’ouf, a
revolutionary patient who has been
undergoing treatment since Febru-
ary 2011 at the expense of Al-Swedy
in the hospital, adding that Al-Swedy
only deals with hospital management
and never with the fund.

“Not a single cheque was released
by the fund for Al-Swedy,” Abdel
Ra’ouf said. “Even if she did take all
the money she’s paid in our treatment
back, where’s the crime in that?”

Al-Swedy tweeted that the lists of
patients attached with the report in-
clude people who are not revolution-
ary patients.

“The funny thing is that the lists
include my driver, for whom | had
covered hospital expenses, as one of
the revolutionary victims,” Al-Swedy
said in a tweet.

“All those accusations are there to
stop Al-Swedy, who acts as a barrier
for anybody who tries to exploit the
patients,” Abdel Ra’ouf said. “And |
want to ask Sha’ban; whoever autho-
rised you to file reports on behalf of
the revolutionary patients?”

In the report, Sha’ban also ac-
cuses former Prime Minister Kamal
Al-Ganzoury of facilitating Saber’s
confiscation of public money by
giving away the Sports Hospital, a
property of the Ministry of National
Council for Sports and thus state
property to Saber’s charity organ-
isation Amar Ya Masr following a
request from Saber.

“Saber supported his request for
the hospital with claims that he could
raise funds worth $1 billion for treat-
ing the revolutionary patients; no-
body has been treated in this hospital
though,” Sha’ban said.

Two weeks ago clashes erupted
between patients injured in the
revolution and hospital staff. Ac-
tivist Asmaa Al-Gredley, who was
present during the clashes, stated
that President Mohamed Morsy’s
legal adviser, Mohamed Gad Allah,
and the new head of the revolution-
ary victims’ fund, Khaled Badawy,
both assured the victims that they
would be treated at the expense
of the state.

Patients injured during the revo-
lution have been facing difficulties
in their treatment process since the
revolution. Most of them cannot af-
ford treatment.

Mohamed Omar
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Court postpones Ramlet Boulaq case

RESIDENTS DEMAND REVERSAL OF CAIRO GOVERNOR’S DECISION TO SEIZE THEIR LAND

By Ahmed Aboul Enein

An administrative court postponed
on Tuesday a case filed by residents
of Ramlet Boulaq against the Cairo
governorate until 18 December.The
governor issued a land seizure order
on their land last year.

The trial was postponed after law-
yers representing the residents re-
quested a court order allowing them
to obtain government documents on
adeal between the Cairo governorate
and the Slum Areas Renovation Fund.
The court granted the request.

The residents’ lawyers demanded
the government lawyers present
these documents in the last session in
October but the government lawyers
failed to do so in Tuesday’s session.

“These documents do not exist
and we know they do not, that is why
the government lawyers were unable
to present them today. If we can’t find
them then the court is obliged to get
them or rule that they don’t exist,”
said lawyer Malek Adly.

Adly, an Egyptian Centre for Eco-
nomic and Social Rights lawyer rep-
resenting Ramlet Boulaq residents,
added if the documents prove non-
existent then Cairo governor’s land
seizure order automatically becomes
null and void.

“A land seizure decision is tempo-
rary and usually taken when the gov-
ernment plans to renovate, restore
or generally improve an area. In this
case the Cairo governorate plans to
do none of these things, it just plans
on removing the houses there, which

means the governor should have is-
sued an eviction order not a seizure
order;” he said.

An eviction order requires the gov-
ernment to pay evicted citizens fair
compensation. A land seizure order
does not require the government to
pay such compensation,since the area
is supposedly being improved for its
residents.

“This is all just the government try-
ing to do [communications tycoon
and billionaire] Naguib Sawiris a fa-
vour;” said Adly.

Sawiris is part owner of the upmar-
ket Nile City Towers next to Ramlet
Boulag’s Kafrawy Shacks. The Nile
City management has been trying to
acquire the land for a long time now
but most residents refuse to sell at
what they say is an unfair price.

They say the governor’s decision
is a ploy so the government could
bulldoze the shacks, which have been
their homes for decades. After the
government gives them back the land
with their homes removed, the resi-
dents would be under even greater
pressure to sell.

The case proceedings do notfreeze
the seizure order, meaning legally the
Cairo governorate is allowed to take
over the land until the court repeals
the order, but Adly does not believe
the governorate will implement the
order any time soon.

“The entire Ramlet Boulaq case
is currently hot. There are huge ten-
sions between the residents and the
police, with the police arresting and
beating these people’s sons on a regu-
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Residents of Ramlet Boulak launched a lawsuit against the Cairo governorate to fight a land seizure order

lar basis. Besides, the governorate is
in no rush to implement this order;
the decision was made last year and
there have been no moves to imple-
ment it,” he said.

Ramlet Boulaq residents, especially
those who live in the Kafrawy Shacks
area,say they have been subjected toa
campaign of police brutality, arbitrary
arrest and attempted eviction by se-

curity forces, the Cairo governorate
and the owners of the nearby Nile
City Towers.

Attempts to buy the land by the
management have been ongoing ever

Ha"ssan Ibrahim

since construction started on the Nile
City Towers project,but the crackdown
started in August following violent
clashes between police and residents.

The Ramlet Boulaq popular com-
mittee say the residents were willing
to sell the land,but only if offered a fair
price.The land on which their shacks
are built is located in a prime down-
town location with a market value of
over EGP 30,000 per square metre.
They have been made offers as low
as EGP 5,000.

The area lacks adequate water,
electricity, sanitation and other basic
utilities. The residents are demanding
the government improve the area and
an end to police harassment.

The committee held a press confer-
ence in September complaining of arbi-
trary arrest,only for a resident to be ar-
rested immediately after. He was quickly
released following pressure from the
residents and journalists present.

Residents also staged a march from
Ramlet Boulaqto the prosecutor gen-
eral’s office in the High Court building
downtown,demanding the case of the
2 August clashes be reopened. They
say dozens of their relatives were ar-
rested unjustly because of this case.

“They want to kick us out, well
where are we to go?! They want to
throw us all the way in the moun-
tains!? They have taken away all their
children, what are we to do?” asked
Rashida Mohamed, an elderly widow.

A court date for reopening the
criminal case regarding the clashes is
yet to be set, but it will be sometime
in December.

Egyptian immigrant attacked in Greece

By Luiz Sanchez

An Egyptian man was found by resi-
dents of the Greek island of Salamina,
chained to a tree and beaten. His
employer, a bakery owner, admitted
to beating the unnamed Egyptian, tell-
ing police he suspected the man had
been stealing. The Egyptian was hos-
pitalised but not in a life-threatening
condition.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
demanded an explanation from
Greek officials on Tuesday. Accord-
ing to a ministry statement, the am-
bassador to Greece, Tariq Adel, has
requested that Greece act immedi-
ately to provide maximum protec-
tion for Egyptian citizens and their
property.

Police have refused to comment on
the incident, but the ministry identi-
fied the victim as Taleb Mohammed
Walid. Adel confirmed the details
of the incident, which occurred on
Sunday, and that charges would be
brought against the employer.

This is not the first of such inci-
dents directed at Egyptians in recent
months, the ministry statement read.
Greece has witnessed an increasing
amount of violence aimed at migrant
workers since its economic depres-
sion saw tough austerity measures
placed on its citizens.

“Over the past few months,” Adel
said, “there has been a rise in racist/
fascist groups and the [Golden Dawn]
party has been gaining influence” He
blamed many recent attacks on for-
eigners on Golden Dawn, but stressed
these attacks do not deliberately tar-
get Egyptians. “There are thousands
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Far-right groups in Greece have sought to target immigrants with increas-
ingly vociferous hate campaigns

of Egyptians living in Greece,” he said.
“Because of this the probability of an
attack on an Egyptian is high.This trend,
these phenomena, is very negative and
unfortunate” He said attacks have
been made against Nigerians, Pakistan-
is, Algerians, and Afghanis, among oth-
ers,and was not unique to Egyptians.

As the economic situation in
Greece has become increasingly dire,
the far-right Golden Dawn Party has
gained momentum, securing |8 seats
in parliament. Golden Dawn is known
foritsstaunchanti-immigrationstance
and has been accused several times of
propagating hate crimes against im-
migrants.

“[Golden Dawn] have groups on
the streets and we are concerned
about our community in Egypt,” Adel
said.“Whatever the Greeks decide in

their elections is their own choice but
we do not want to see immigrants be-
ing attacked by anyone.” He said the
immigrants have nothing to do with
the current economic situation and
many of these Egyptians are second
or third generation Egyptians who
have been living in Greece legally,
have jobs and have managed to co-
exist peacefully.

“We want to be very clear with
the Greek authorities that what-
ever happens we do not want vio-
lence spilling over into the Egyp-
tian community,” Adel said. He also
confirmed the embassy had issued
several warnings in the past to Egyp-
tians and has recently warned them
of escalating violence this coming
week, due to a series of protests
set to take place.

Egpyt scores

By Connor Molloy

Egypt was ranked 126 out of 135
countries in a report that measured
gender inequality. The report was
released by the World Economic Fo-
rum and casts a light on Egypt as the
country attempts to deal with gender
issues in the field of economics, edu-
cation and politics.

The first category of measurement
was economic participation and op-
portunity. Mouna Mounir Rizk, the
secretary-general for the Women’s
Committee within the Free Egyptians
Party, said in the current economic
downturn, women are suffering the
most, “especially those women in
the lower class.We have 4| per cent
of women here in Egypt who are in
charge of their families; they are the
ones carrying their families. They are
finding it increasingly difficult since the
revolution to support their families
and the places they are being forced
to live are horrible.”

Doctor Nagla Al-Adly, general
manager of the statistics and re-
search department at the National
Council for Women, said her organ-
isation seeks to address this problem
through their social development
fund, giving women money to estab-
lish their own business. She claimed
the fund reached 30 per cent of Egyp-
tian women last year.

A top priority for female heads of
household, according to Rizk, is educa-
tion,which is another metric used by the
Economic World Forum. Al-Adly said
women in Egypt start off at a massive
disadvantage with many girls not sent
to school.“It’s related to various factors

low in gender equality
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Despite protests and campaigns to highlight the rights of women in Egypt,
the country ranked 126 out of 135 in a gender inequality report

in Egyptian culture, among them is the
preference of families to send their boys
to school. They want the girls to stay at
home, especially young girls, to stay at
home and help their mothers.”

Despite this obstacle when young,
women in Egypt end up passing their
male counterparts by the time they
get to post-graduate education. Al-
Adly said according to NCW num-
bers, 65 per cent of master’s and doc-
toral students in Egypt are women.

The World Economic Forum also
measured political empowerment.
Rizk, heavily involved in politics her-
self, directed her comments at the
current Constituent Assembly and
its current draft constitution. “We
are against the current make up of
the Constituent Assembly that has
no liberal women as members.” Rizk

said the women involved are from
Islamist groups and other liberals are
few and far between.

“Liberal women are committed to
changing the situation, to break these
barriers,” said Rizk.“We are trying to
create more pressure on the ground
to have people demand their rights
and let people know that there will be
no rights for women as long as these
people are in power”

Nordic countries; lceland, Finland,
Norway and Sweden topped the
list. However, Egypt’s fellow African
states, Lesotho, South Africa, Mo-
zambique and Burundi all made it
into the top 25.

Egypt’s ranking at 126 put the
country one place behind Oman and
one ahead of Iran.Yemen rounded out
the rankings at 135.

Hassan Ibréhim

Youth activists shun meetings with president

By Luiz Sanchez

Various youth representatives from es-
tablishedpolitical parties have refusedto
meet with President Mohamed Morsy’s
assistants to discuss the draft constitu-
tion.OnTuesday a youth member of the
Free Egyptians Party, Amir Boshra, said
it was not the constitutional draft they
were opposing, but rather the current
formation of the ConstituentAssembly.

“The current formation [of the as-
sembly] does not represent the Egyp-
tian people as a whole,” Boshra said.“In-

stead they represent a specific sector
of Egyptian society and the drafts have
so far been tailored to fit that sector”
On Monday, youth representa-
tives from the Dostour Party, Socialist
Popular Alliance Party, Egyptian Social
Democratic Party, Egyptian Current
Party, Free Egyptians Party and the Free
Egypt Party issued a joint statement re-
fusing the current formation of the as-
sembly. In their statement, the groups
refused to meet with Morsy’s assistants
and members of the assembly,saying the
current state of the assembly “does not

reflect any respect to our point of view
or position,and does not provide an op-
portunity for serious dialogue with op-
position forces to form the assembly.”
Jermeen Nasr, a founding member
of the Dostour Party, said previous
meetings with Morsy ended with him
denying any mistakes on his part, with-
out any result or action being taken.
The statement called for a restruc-
turing of the assembly to ensure balance
and representation for all Egyptians.
The youth leaders apologised for not
meeting with the assistants and said they

“are waiting for the announcement by
the president of the republic for his posi-
tion on the proposals that we have put
forward in ongoing dialogue with him.”’

Nasr said the assembly should
ideally represent all sectors of so-
ciety and include scientists, authors,
religious moderates both Coptic
and Muslim and women who are
“well educated and who could pres-
ent women’s rights and their role in
the society.” People with disabilities
should also be included, she argued,
as should prominent youth.

The Socialist Popular Alliance
Party also said they would not be
attending any meetings with the
president, as the youth form an in-
tegral part of their party and are not
a separate entity.

A member of the Egyptian Social
Democratic Party’s executive bureau,
Mohammed Naeem, conveyed the
youth’s message during their meeting
with the president on Monday.Naeem
agreed with many of the points the
youth had made in their statement,
saying that if the president wanted

to hold serious talks then dialogue
should have been established with all
political parties and presidential can-
didates from the beginning.

“The far left, the far right and the
parties in the centre have all refused
the constitution,” Naeem said.“If the
liberals and the Salafis are both re-
fusing it, then dialogue is obviously
needed.”

Naeem said that the time for dia-
logue was now,and“when it comes to
such serious discussions it should not
be left to the youth.”
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US votes in nail-biting presidential race

By Stephen Collinson (AFP)

Washington - Americans head to
the polls on Tuesday after a burst of
last-minute campaigning by President
Barack Obama and Mitt Romney in
a nailbiting contest unlikely to heal a
deeply polarised nation.

After a long, expensive and fiercely
negative campaign, voters will decide
whether to re-elect Obama despite
the plodding economy or hand the
reins to Romney, who has vowed a
return to prosperity through smaller
government.

Democrat Obama, 51, leads his
Republican foe by a whisker heading
into polling day as he seeks to defy
historical precedent that suggests in-
cumbent presidents fail to win a sec-
ond four-year term at times of high
unemployment.

Romney, 65, a former Massachu-
setts governor blasted by critics as
a rich plutocrat indifferent to middle
class pain, would make history as the
first Mormon president and prom-
ises to ignite economic growth and
job creation.

Both men, exhausted by the last
manic Monday of a campaign that has
raged for two years, made their final,
heartfelt plea to voters in late night
rallies attended by fervent supporters.

“Tomorrow, from the granite of
New Hampshire to the Rockies of
Colorado, from the coastlines of
Florida, to Virginia’s rolling hills, from
the valleys of Ohio to these lowa
fields, we will keep America moving
forward,” Obama said.

As he spoke in lowa, the state

AFP PHOTO / ROGERIO BARBOSA

People prepare to cast their ballots inside polling booths just after midnight on 6 November in Dixville Notch, New
Hampshire, the very first voting to take place in the 2012 US presidential election

that first nurtured his White House
dreams in 2008, a single tear rolled
down the president’s face as he
wrapped up what was, win or lose,
his last-ever campaign event.

Romney put an exclamation mark
on his campaign with his own, rowdy
late night rally, at a sports arena in
New Hampshire, capping the most
expensive campaign season in US his-
tory, which cost $6 billion.

“Tomorrowisamoment to lookinto
the future and imagine what we can do,
to put that past four years behind us
and build a new future,” Romney said.

“Walk with me.Tomorrow, we be-
gin a new tomorrow.”

Voters are not solely picking a presi-
dent for the nextfour years onTuesday.

They will also cast judgment on a
third of the Democratic-led Senate
and the entire Republican-run House
of Representatives. But with neither
chamber expected to change hands,
the current political gridlock will
likely linger.

In a quaint slice of Americana,
the people of the hamlet of Dixville
Notch, in northern New Hampshire,
played their traditional roll of casting
the first votes in the election as the
clock struck midnight.

And in a possible precursor of
the tight race to come, Obama and

Romney were tied at five votes, a
historic first.

A dispiriting and negative White
House race, so different from
Obama’s euphoric change crusade
of 2008, produced the election both
sides expected; a down-to-the wire
scrap for thin victory margins in a
clutch of swing states.

Obama, America’s first African
American president, on Tuesday led by
the slimmest of margins in averages of
national polls,which measure the likely
popular vote, possibly helped by his
leadership during superstorm Sandy.

The president’s polling leads in bat-
tleground states also stirred a quiet

confidence in his campaign team.

Romney aides, however, predicted
a surge of enthusiasm for the Republi-
can would confound state polls,which
they said overestimated the likely
Democratic turnout and did not reg-
ister the undercurrent of antipathy
for Obama.

The central message of Obama’s
campaign has been that he saved
America from a second Great De-
pression after the economy was on
the brink of collapse when he took
over from president George W Bush
in 2009.

He claims credit for ending the war
in Iraq, saving the US auto industry,
killing Osama bin Laden, offering al-
most every American health insur-
ance and passing the most sweeping
Wall Street reform in decades.

Striking a populist theme, Obama
said he would not rest until every
American got a “fair shot” in an
economy not controlled by the rich,
and with a negative advertising bar-
rage sought to disqualify Romney as
a potential president.

Romney sought to mine frustration
with the slow pace of economic re-
covery and argued that the president
was out of ideas and had no clue how
to create jobs, with unemployment at
7.9 per cent and millions out of work.

No president since World War |l
has been elected with the unemploy-
ment rate above 7.4 per cent, and
Obama is hoping to avoid the fate of a
host of European leaders who paid for
the economic crisis with their jobs.

It appears that the US economy, the
top issue in voters’ minds,is neither so

bad that Obama is inevitably doomed,
nor so good that the president is safe,
leading to a nervous night on Tuesday
as results come in.

US elections are not directly de-
cided by the popular vote, but require
candidates to pile up a majority,270,of
538 electoral votes from the 50 states
and Washington, DC, calculated indi-
rectly on the basis of population.

A candidate can therefore win the
nationwide popular vote and still be
deprived of the presidency by falling
short in the Electoral College.

Obama seems to be clingingon toa
last line of defence in the Midwestern
states of Ohio, Wisconsin and lowa,
which would, in conjunction with safe
Democratic states, guarantee him re-
election.

In poll averages calculated by the
RealClearPolitics website, Obama led
in lowa (by 2.4 per cent), Ohio (2.9
per cent), Wisconsin (4.2 per cent),
Virginia (0.3 per cent), New Hamp-
shire (2.0 per cent), and Colorado
(1.5 per cent).

Romney led by 1.5 per cent in the
biggest swing state, Florida, and in
North Carolina, which Obama won
by justthree per cent,or 14,000 votes,
in 2008.

Voters will also weigh in on more
than 170 state-wide ballots for every-
thing from gay marriage to marijuana
and abortion to electoral maps.

Florida will vote on banning funding
for abortions or insurance covering
the service,while Maine could legalise
same-sex marriage.Three states, Or-
egon, Washington and Colorado, will
vote on totally legalising marijuana.

Bombs, air strikes shake Syria after worst violence in weeks

Damascus (AFP) — Fresh bombings
and air strikes shook Syria on Tues-
day, a day after nearly 250 people
died in the country’s worst violence
in weeks and rebels launched one of
their deadliest attacks yet.

As the opposition met in Qatar
under pressure to form a truly rep-
resentative government-in-exile, the
Syrian regime was reeling from a wave
of rebel car bombs and attacks that
killed nearly 100 soldiers and pro-
government fighters on Monday.

Another car bomb struck early
Tuesday, causing injuries and signifi-
cant damage in the city of Mudamiya
near the capital, the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights said.

Fighting and military shelling also
hit the area, said the Britain-based
Observatory, which relies on a coun-
trywide network of activists and med-
ics in civilian and military hospitals.

The regime also renewed a cam-
paign of air strikes pounding rebel posi-
tions, with fighter jets dropping at least
two bombs in the heart of the town
of Douma, |3 kilometres northeast of
the capital, the Observatory said.

Airraidsalso hit the northerntown
of Al-Bab near the Turkish border and
in the central Homs province, it said.

The rebels have scored significant
gainsin recent weeks and hold swathes
ofterritory in the north,but have come
under intense bombardment from the
air as President Bashar Al-Assad’s re-
gime seeks to reverse its losses.

The Observatory said the army was
shelling areas in the western Latakia re-
gion,in Homs and in Quneitra, near the
Golan Heights, where the Israeli army
said Monday that gunfire from the Syr-
ian side had hitan Israeli military vehicle.

The Observatory said 247 people
were killed on Monday, including 93
soldiers and pro-regime fighters, in
the deadliest day in Syria since an at-
tempt to impose a ceasefire for the
26-29 October Eid Al-Adha Muslim
holiday collapsed.

In one of the most devastating at-
tacks on Al-Assad’s forces since the
start of the Syrian uprising,a rebel car
bomb killed 50 pro-regime fighters at
a military post in the central province
of Hama on Monday.

Fighting was raging Tuesday in

northern commercial hub Aleppo
and around Damascus, where resi-
dents said heavy explosions could be
frequently heard while warplanes and
helicopters flew over the city.

A Syrian security source told AFP
that regime forces had over the past
two days repelled a major rebel attack
on the capital.

“During the last 48 hours rebels
carried out a massive offensive to
move into Damascus, which failed....
They were repelled,” the source said,
adding that about 4,000 opposition
fighters had been involved on differ-
ent fronts.

Pro-government daily Al-Watan
also reported“heavy clashes between
the Syrian army and armed bands” in
Damascus over the previous 48 hours.

“More than 120 terrorists were
killed by the Syrian army, without
significant losses registered within its
ranks,” the newspaper wrote, citing
security sources.

Syrian state television said Tuesday
that Mohammad Al-Laham, brother
of parliament speaker Jihad al-Laham,
was “assassinated by terrorists” in

Damascus, but provided no other
details.

In the Qatari capital Doha, mem-
bers of the opposition Syrian Nation-
al Council (SNC) were to hold talks
Tuesday on a proposal to create a new
political body to represent the oppo-
sition, folding in the SNC and other
anti-regime groups.

After repeatedly expressing frus-
tration with the SNC for failing to
unite Syria’s fractured regime op-
ponents, Washington is pushing for a
new body that would be more reflec-
tive of the country’s diverse make-up
and better represent on-the-ground
activists and fighters.

In a bid to counteract such criti-
cism, on Monday SNC members ap-
proved a restructuring that will see
the organisation add 200 new mem-
bers representing |3 different politi-
cal groups.

The Observatory says more than
36,000 people have died since the
uprising against Al-Assad’s rule broke
out, first as a protest movement in-
spired by the Arab Spring and then as
an armed rebellion.

UN orders global sanctions against Haqqani network

By Tim Witcher (AFP)

United Nations — The UN security
council on Monday ordered global
sanctions against the Haqqani mili-
tant network in Afghanistan, a move
welcomed by Kabul but dismissed as
meaningless by the Taliban.

The Haqqani group, whose leaders
are based in Pakistan, is accused of
carrying out a string of major attacks
inAfghanistan including strikes against
the United States and Indian embas-
sies and a major hotel in Kabul.

The outfit and its chief suicide at-
tack organiser Qari Zakir were added
to the UN'’s Afghanistan-Taliban sanc-
tions list.This means nations must ap-
ply an assets freeze and travel ban on
Zakir and seize any assets belonging
to the network as well as impose an
arms embargo.

The US put the Haqqani network
on its terror blacklist in September,
with the Pentagon saying the group
represented a “significant threat” to
national security, and added Zakir
to its list of terrorist suspects on
Monday.

Founded by Jalaluddin Haqqani, a
CIA asset turned Al-Qaeda ally who

was close to Pakistani intelligence,
the network is considered one of
the most dangerous militant factions
fighting US-led NATO forces in Af-
ghanistan.

The UN designation said that the
group was linked to Al-Qaeda, the
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
and a string of militant groups in
Pakistan including Tehreek-e-Tali-
ban Pakistan, Lashkar-i-Jhangvi and
Jaish-i-Mohammed.

The Haqganis have been blamed
for spectacular attacks on Afghan gov-
ernment and NATO targets across
Afghanistan as well as kidnappings
and murders.

The US ambassador to the UN,
Susan Rice, said operatives trained
by Zakir attacked two NATO bases
in 2010, the Intercontinental Hotel in
Kabul in June 2011, an attack which
killed 11 civilians and two Afghan
police,and the US embassy in Kabul
in September 201 I, which killed 16
Afghans,including at least six children.

It has also been blamed for an at-
tack on the Indian embassy in the Af-
ghan capital.

“Though it is late, the sanctions
by the UN security council are wel-

comed by our government and we
hope the necessary pressure is made
on regional and global levels so this
terrorist network is eliminated,” Sia-
mak Herawi, spokesman for Afghan
President Hamid Karzai, said.

The network is led by Jalaluddin’s
son Sirajuddin and in August Afghani-
stan’s spy agency said another son,
the group’s operational commander
Badruddin, had been killed in a US
drone attack.

TheTaliban dismissed the UN sanc-
tions, as they did with the US move in
September.

“It’s all meaningless and it will have
no effect on our operations,”’ Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahed told
AFP.

The designation could embarrass
Pakistan, which is currently a mem-
ber of the UN security council. Many
Haqggani members are sheltering in
Pakistan. The US wants Pakistan to
get tough with the Haqqani network
as well as cut its financing from other
Muslim nations, diplomats said.

Former US chief of staff Admiral
Mike Mullen said last year that the
Haqgqani network had become a““veri-
table arm” of Pakistan’s Inter-Services

Intelligence (ISI), though other Amer-
ican officials later distanced them-
selves from the remarks.

In the past Pakistani officials have
admitted to contact with the Haqqa-
nis as a means of maintaining influ-
ence in Afghanistan when US forces
leave, but they deny supporting their
operations and downplay the group’s
importance.

Ties between Islamabad andWash-
ington have been rocky for years, and
have only just resumed after being
dealt a major blow by the secret op-
eration that killed Osama bin Laden
and an air raid that accidentally killed
24 Pakistani troops.

But the sanctions have been wel-
comed by the US.

Rice said the UN move expands
upon the US measures and “confirms
the international community’s re-
solve to end the Haqqani network’s
ability to execute violent attacks in
Afghanistan.

“It also reflects the security coun-
cil's commitment to use and enforce
sanctions against those who threaten
peace in Afghanistan, in conjunction
with a strong commitment to support
Afghan-led peace and reconciliation.”

West African army chiefs meet
on Mali intervention

Guinea’s former transition leader General Sekouba Konate, who was

charged by the African Union with leading the standby force, walks past sol-
diers in Bamako during a meeting with West African army chiefs

Bamako (AFP) - West African army
chiefs met Tuesday to study a propos-
al drafted by international experts on
how their troops could expel Islamic
extremists who have occupied north-
ern Mali for months.

The meeting comes seven months
after radicals linked to the north African
Al-Qaeda branch took over the vast arid
north, triggering fears in the region and
among VWestern powers that the zone
couldbecomeanew haven for terrorists.

Diplomatic efforts for a military solu-
tion have intensified,but negotiations are
also under way to get the main Islamist
group Ansar Dine to cut ties with Al-
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, with talks
in Algiers and Ouagadougou.

Military bosses from the Economic
Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) need to approve the de-
tails for an eventual military operation
which were drawn up during a week-
long meeting of international experts
in Bamako.

“It is about coming to a rapid agree-
ment on an operational concept to help
Mali quickly reconquer its north,” said
Ivory Coast’s army chief General Sou-
maila Bakayoko.

The plan will then be passed to re-
gional heads of state for approval before
being presented to the UN Security
Council on 26 November:

The United Nations wants clarifica-
tion on the makeup of a regional force,
the level of participation from various
westAfrican states,and the financing and
military means available.

Guinea’s former transition leader
General Sekouba Konate, who was
charged by the African Union with lead-
ing the standby force, praised the devel-
opment of the military strategy.

“The crises which Mali is facing are
detrimental to peace in the sub-region,”

Konate said. “Mali can count on its
friends, its partners from the standby
force, to respect its territorial integrity.”

Mali, once one of the region’s most
stable democracies,rapidlyimploded af-
ter aTuareg rebellion for independence
began in January and overwhelmed the
state’s poorly equipped army.

Angry over the government’s han-
dling of the crisis, soldiers staged a
coup in March, which only made it
easier for the rebels to seize a string
of desert towns.

The secular separatists were quickly
sidelined by Islamists fighting on their
flanks who had little interest in their aspi-
rations for an independent homeland and
set about implementing strict sharia law.

Ansar Dine (“Defenders of Faith” in
Arabic) and AQIM splinter group the
Movement for Oneness and Jihad in
West Africa (MUJAO) have stoned peo-
ple to death, whipped them, amputated
limbs and forced women to cover up.

However in talks in Ougadougou,
Ansar Dine delegates insist their group
-- made up mainly of Malian Tuareg like
its chief,lyad Ag Ghaly -- has not commit-
ted “any act of terrorism” and favours a
negotiated settlement to the crisis.

“We have nothing to do with ter-
rorism. We condemn terrorism, we
condemn those who kidnap hostag-
es,” a source close to the Ansar Dine
delegation told AFP.

“We want direct discussion with our
brothers in Bamako,” he said.

Their team in Burkina Faso will on
Tuesday meet the country’s President
Blaise Compaore, who is the lead
ECOWAS mediator.

The l6-nation west African bloc
has demanded that Ansar Dine end
“terror and organised crime” in the
region,abandon its allies and engage in
a dialogue to re-establish a unified Mali.

AFP PHOTO / HABIBOU KOUYATE
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Seesawing foreign reserves
since 25 January uprising

By Mohamed Salah Eldin

Net International Reserves (NIR)
have risen at the end of October to
reach $15,483.8 million after a slight
unexpected decrease in September.

The $441 million increase is mainly
attributed to the second instalment
worth $500 million of the promised
$2 billion Qatari loan.

The delay of the instalment, which
was due in September,was caused by a
dip in the reserves last month against
all expectations; the decline was am-
plified by the increasing “importing
appetite” of the government and the
private sector,according to experts.

The first tranche of the deposit
that materialised in August, fuelled
the reserves’ biggest gain since the
25th of January revolution, during this
month, the net reserves rose by $705
million to reach $15.1 billion,accord-
ing to Central Bank data.

In July 2012, the NIR plunged by
nearly $1,111 million because of the
repayment of a €1 billion bond and
$606.5 million trimester payment of
Egypt’s external debt to the Paris Club
member countries, as mentioned on
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the bank’s website.

InJune the reserves witnessed a slight
increase of only $19 million despite the
fall in foreign currencies from $11468
million to $10,926 million, the gain was a
resultofarevaluation ofthegoldreserves
at the end of the fiscal year 2011/2012
pushing its value from $2.7 billion to
$3.3 billion.The stagnant growth ended
a three month increase starting in April,
which reversed the continuing negative
trend triggered by the political unrestfol-
lowing the January revolution.

On the revolution’s eve, the re-
serves stood at $36.1 billion, they lost
$1 billion in January 2011 and $1.7

billion in February of the same year
and kept dwindling in till March 2012,
by then they had lost approximately
58 per cent of their value.

The Egyptian foreign reserves are
composed of convertible foreign
currencies (the main bulk of the re-
serves) divided into securities and
currency deposits at different banks,
gold deposits, IMF reserve posi-
tion, financial derivatives and special
drawing rights.

Theinternational reservesareused
to finance the country’s exportations;
they can also be sacrificed to preserve
the national currency’s value.

Misr Al-Mustaqbal leading the mutual

fund market

An equity fund with a civic-minded twist outperforms the rest of the market

By Noah Chasek-Macfoy
The Misr Al-Mustagbal Investment
Fund, managed by HC Securities and
Investments, achieved the highest rate
of return so far this year among all 22
Egyptian equity funds currently investing
in the Egyptian Stock Exchange (EGX),
according to a report by The Egyptian
Investment Management Association.
Misr Al-Mustaqgbal provided a 52.6 per
cent rate of return during the period
from the start of the year and ending on
25 October; more than four percentage
points greater than any other fund.

The Misr Al-Mustagbal Investment
Fund is an uncommon example in the
financial industry of a fund inspired by
a sense of patriotic and social respon-
sibility. Founded after the 25 January
Revolution in May 201 I, the mutual
fund was intended as an avenue of in-
vestment to bolster the recovery of
the financial sector.

There is no minimum subscription,
and a single certificate is priced at a
mere |0 EGP. At the fund’s inception,
Hussein Choucri, chairman and man-
aging director of HC Securities and

Investment, said that “stemming from
its patriotic duty and fulfilling its re-
sponsibility for promoting investment
growthatthis critical juncture,and with
a fund of such paramount importance
expected to significantly contribute to
boosting the economy, we decided to
waive the fees of managing the fund in
its first year of operation.” Even the
fund’s name, which means Egypt of the
Future, reflects its broad aspirations.

As much as the fund sought to rein-
vigorate the battered post-revolution
financial sector, it also benefited from
the unstable condition it began in.The
fund’s current success is attributable
to its entrance into the market at the
trough of the business cycle.

The decision to invest when other
funds were overwhelmed by negative
returns after weathering the revolution
in the market was smart, according to
an asset management expert who de-
clined to be named.“Their money was
outperforming the market when it was
sleeping in the bank,” the source said.

An additional factor contributing
to Misr al-Mustagbal’s strong perfor-
mance, the unnamed expert source

mentioned, is the fund’s decision not
to provide redemption payments
to subscribers during the first year,
meaning that the entirety of the fund’s
capital was reinvested in the market.

Choucri told CPi financial, “we re-
lied on our trust in the anticipated
quick recovery of the Egyptian stock
market. We always strive to serve
Egypt’s economy” Whether it is a
cause or a symptom, Misr Al-Mus-
tagbal’s strong performance is evi-
dence of the EGX recovery.

At the beginning of September,
the largest portion of assets, over a
quarter, was in cash, with the remain-
ing assets mostly distributed between
the real estate, financial, telecom and
chemical sectors. HC Securities and
Investments manages the largest share
of the equity funds invested in the EGX,
managing six out of the 22 funds.

Subscription to the fund in Egypt
can be made through six banks: the
Commercial International Bank (CIB),
the United Bank, the Arab Bank, the
Union National Bank, Misr lran De-
velopment Bank and the Watani Bank
of Egypt.

Greece general strike ahead of austerity vote

Athens (AFP) - Tens of thousands of
Greeks poured into the streets Tues-
day as mass strikes paralysed Athens
in the latest show of anger over a new
austerity bill aimed at securing inter-
national aid needed to prevent the
debt-crippled nation from defaulting.

Lawmakers were debating the con-
troversial austerity package, which pro-
poses 18.5 billion euros ($23.6 billion)
in new spending cuts and other reforms
by 2016, adding to previous rounds of
painful measures as the country heads
for its sixth year in recession.

Police and anti-riot troops were
out in force around parliament and
government offices in Athens, in case
trouble arose from a demonstration
called by the country’s two main
unions to coincide with the start of
a 48 hour general strike.

The demonstration, however, end-
ed without incident.

Many flights were cancelled or re-
scheduled as air traffic controllers
staged a three-hour work stoppage.
Ferry services were also crippled, with
ships linking to Greece’s islands re-
mained docked.

Judges and lawyers also joined the
strike while publicly run museums,
archaeological sites and post offices
were shut.

Police estimated that 40,000 people
turned out at the Athens rally on Syn-
tagma Square near parliament, with
banners screaming “No to measures
of impoverishment” and “The people
above everything else, not numbers
and measures.” In the northern city of
Thessaloniki, 20,000 joined a march.

“The people came here today to
protest against the measures that
bring us back centuries. They are
abolishing our rights, and depriving
our children’s future,” said teacher
Thanassis Pargas in Athens.

Alexis Tsipras, leader of the main
radical left opposition party Syriza

who took part in the protest, said
Greece’s coalition government was
“ridiculing” the constitution.

Aleka Papariga, who leads the Com-
munist Party, called for “systematic and
well-organised disobedience not only
to the government’s decisions but to
the overall system”.

The austerity bill was submitted
to parliament on Monday and will be
voted on Wednesday.

Measures include a rise in the retire-
mentage to 67 from the current 65,and
cuts of five to 10 per centin pensions of
more than 1,000 euros a month.

Civil servants’ 3th and 14th month
pay would be scrapped, and further sal-
ary cuts imposed on academics,hospital
doctors, judges, diplomats and mem-
bers of the armed forces.

“These measures essentially bring
us many years back. All the labour
rights the Greek people won post-
World War |l and post-dictatorship
are taken back,” said union activist
Marie Lavrentiadou.

“The measures will be voted in to-
morrow,but the measures are not voted
in the conscience of the Greek people
and they can be ousted,” she charged.

Implementing the austerity plan is
a condition for Greece to receive a
31.5 billion euro tranche of bailout
funds from its troika of international
creditors, the European Union, Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the Eu-
ropean Central Bank.

Without it, Greece risks running out
of money on 16 November when a
debt repayment falls due.

Securing the next aid tranche
is “necessary to avoid default and
bankruptcy,” Finance Minister Yannis
Stournaras said Tuesday.

Prime Minister Antonis Samaris, bat-
tling to win support for the austerity bill
from reluctant coalition partners, had
warned at the weekend that Greece
could exit the euro, declaring,“we must

save the country from catastrophe.”

Jean-Claude Juncker; head of the Eu-
rogroup finance ministers, voiced opti-
mism about the prospects of Greece
implementing the necessary reforms.

“Our Greek friends don’t have dif-
ferent options or another choice.They
he said in Singapore.

Eurozone creditors were due to
make a decision on the bailout funds,
part of a massive rescue package for
Greece,ata |12 November meeting of
finance ministers.

“Both the eurozone and the IMF
and the Greek government and par-
liament are now on track in order to
be able to take the decision next Mon-
day,” EU Economic Affairs Commis-
sioner Olli Rehn said on Monday after
a Group of 20 meeting in Mexico City.

Investors were banking on the aus-

have to do it,”

terity bill passing, allowing Greece on
Tuesday to raise 1.3 billion euros in
a six-month bond issue at a slightly
lower rate of 4.4 per cent.

Stournaras last week unveiled the
2013 budget, which predicts that the
economy will shrink by a worse than
expected 4.5 per cent next year and
the debt mountain will swell to 346
billion euros or 189 per cent of eco-
nomic output.

While deeply resentful of the new
cuts, some Greeks acknowledged that
there may not be a better solution.

“VWeare in a state of compromise and
we must bear the austerity measures as
there is no turning back from the mem-
orandum,” said Mary Stirgepoulou, an
| 8-year-old university student.

“The main opposition criticises ev-
erything that is happening, it is just that
| don’t believe there is another solu-
tion. It would require a great effort for
the measures to be overthrown.”

Yannis Levas, 34, who works at a
recruitment company aimed at find-
ing jobs for Greeks abroad, called the
measures “a double-edged sword.”
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' Barclays Bank Egypt appoints Edward Marks as
Managmg Director

I Barclays Bank Egypt Board of Direc-

I tors has announced the appoint-

| ment of Edward Marks as Managing
Director.

With a history of remarkable ac-
| complishments, Edward Marks was
I most recently appointed as Interim
I Managing Director, a position he

has successfully held since October

201 | and concurrently with his re-
I sponsibilities as Corporate Banking
| Director for Barclays Egypt.

Edward Marks is a rare talent and

his appointment ascertains Barclays
I commitment and continued invest-

ments in the Egyptian market. The
breadth and wealth of expertise he is
bringing to the role will surely allow
the bank to achieve further success
and to build upon its 150 years of
strong presence in Egypt.

Prior to his appointment in Egypt,
Edward occupied a number of lead-
ing positions, such as the Head of
Structured Finance, Marine & Cor-
porate Jets for Barclays and was a
Senior Vice President at Citibank
in addition to various senior roles
in Omega Leasing Limited and ING
Lease, where he leveraged his solid

|
|
|
and determined banking experience. I
Over the period of 25 years, Ed- |
ward hasamassed a balanced experi- |
ence including people management, I
operation, and resource manage-
ment and is a skilled business and |
market developer with strong lead- |
ership and project management I
skills. Edward also has over six years
of accumulated work experience in 1
the Egyptian market place. |
Born and educated in the United |
Kingdom & the USA, Edward is a
member of numerous civic, educa- 1
tional and community organisations. |
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Reuters
Code

Commercial Bank comi
NSGB NSGB
Ezz Steel ESRS

ELSWEDY ELECTRIC SWDY
MRRIDIVE MoIL
AIC Contracting AIND

Amer Group Holding AMER
EK Holding EKHO
EFG-Hermes HRHO
Pioneers Holding PIOH

Citadel Capital CCAP
Raya Holding RAYA
Telecom Egypt ETEL

Orascom Telecom Media And Technology oTMT
Orascom Telecom ORTE
Sidi Kerir Petrochemicals SKPC
Egyptian Financial and Industrial EFIC

AMOC AMOC
Juhayna Food Industries JUFO
Orascom Construction Industries (OCI) ocic

Delta Construction & Rebuilding DCRC
Modern Co. For Water Proofing WATP
Palm Hills PHDC
TMG Holding TMGH
National Real Estate Bank NRPD
Six of October 0cDI

El Kahera Housing & Development ELKA
Arah Cotton Ginning ACGC
Oriental Weavers ORWE
Egyptian Tourism Resorts EGTS

Banks 37.99

Banks 43.87

Basic Resources 9.29

Industrial Goods and Services and Automobiles ~ 25.41

Industrial Goods and Services and Automobiles ~ 1.04

Financial Services excluding Banks 0.51
Financial Services excluding Banks 0.66
Financial Services excluding Banks 1.20
Financial Services excluding Banks 112
Financial Services excluding Banks 4.75
Financial Services excluding Banks 3
Technology 5.80
Telecommunications 143
Telecommunications 0.57
Telecommunications 3.57
Chemicals 13.49
Chemicals 10.65
Oil and Gas 71.85
Food and Beverage 6.8
Construction and Materials 256.43
Construction and Materials 116
Construction and Materials 21
Real Estate 2.55
Real Estate 4,52
Real Estate 249
Real Estate 20.52
Real Estate 5.66
Personal and Household Products 3.92
Personal and Household Products 23,01
Travel & Leisure 1.08

Daily EGX30 index performance

37.88  291% 102.57% 41.98% 38.10
4406  -0.83% 116.94% 68.23% 44.80
934 298% 150.40%  55.67% 9.44
2546 115% 22.76%  21.76% 25.19
105  096% -13.12% -36.53% 1.06
051  0.00% -192% -17.74% 0.53
067  0.00% 21.82% -17.62% 0.68
121 168% 2347%  17.48% 122
1129 1.16% 12.79%  -13.29% 11.50
473 -247% 113.06% 48.28% 5.07
380  133% 49.02%  14.80% 3.95
588  244% 68.97%  35.48% 6.00
1420  320% 7.49%  -3.66% 1430
058  0.00% 67.98%  53.09% 0.60
356  142% 105.97%  87.70% 3.59
1346 143% 13.01%  5.24% 1355
1074 1.03% 2054%  -4.70% 10.90
7800  0.00% 1652%  17.12% 18.25
681  591% 74.62%  41.58% 1.07
25661  1.83% 21.57%  6.65% 259.00
702 145%  -871%  -29.94% 120
214 047%  -6.96% -13.71% 220
258  238% 136.70%  86.96% 2.64
456  0.22% 54.05%  27.37% 4.69
2459  450% 2533%  -8.72% 25.19
2031 -0.83% 154.83% 45.07% 21.40
572 0.88% 47.42% 23.81% 5.94
393 129% 86.26%  3552% 4.03
2350  2.04% -1518% -18.49% 23.50
108 1.89% 2857%  0.00% 1.10

Close -m Daily Performance | Turn Over | Volume | Market Cap.
Price | Daily | YT | 12-Mths.| Max. Prie | Min. Price | (EGP Mill)| Trade ] (EGP Wil

31.05 33.79 892,172 21,983.95
43.63 5.700 129,357 19,706.30
9.17 15.92 1,704,625 4,927.41
25.36 2612 102,591 5,623.43
1.04 151 234,000 372.74
051 2.156 4,203,710 272,66
0.66 432 6,455,407 2,036.60
120 0.885 119,765 998.76
11.16 20.19 1,788,457 5331.711
4.48 11.116 2,350,586 2,425.00
3n 12.92 3,402,758 2,451.45
5.76 3430 582,932 368.64
13.82 891 627,648 23,489.31
0.57 19.186 33,010,850  3,042.50
3.53 14.09 3959732 1841237
13.30 1301 96,683 6,966.75
10.63 142 132,529 736.68
71.85 0.988 12,665 6,715.80
6.50 532 781,429 4,539.93
253.10 21.616 84,238 52,652.48
6.84 1.16 165,496 159.89
2.10 1739 814,392 217.26
2.54 21.89 10,811,456  2,641.77
451 8.336 1,829,074 9,389.21

23.86 8.43 342,997 91.83
19.99 1.748 381,451 1,857.05
5.64 14 245,744 531.56
3.85 1135 1,816,857 1,050.77
23,01 0.72 30,455 2,072.70
1.07 1.609 1,484,335 1,113.00

Market indices performance

____Index | Value | DailyCh. | YTD Ch._

EGX 30 5,567.55 1.78% 53.70%
EGX 70 515.73 2.10% 24.10%
EGX 100 852.78 1.83% 32.61%
EGX 20 Capped 6,424.51 1.31% 63.66%
Market Brief
| Markets | No.
Listed 166 99,867,858 719,956,845 21,626
Stocks 164 99,544,689 352,467,676 21,624
PDBonds 2 323,169 367,489,169 2
Bonds 0 0 0 0
Nilex 7 227,778 1,362,864 220
oTC 12 2,501,143 21,337,885 48
Deals 12 2,501,143 21,337,885 48
Orders
e
Total Market Cap 385,296,538,416
e ﬂ e
(000's) | (LE 000's) | Trades
Listed stocks 99,545 352,468 21,624
Gainers f 115 49,616 293,091 17,728
Decliners G 30 4,729 30,831 2,474
Unchanged <& 19 45,200 28,545 1,422
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COMMENTARY

Columnists tackle retail
curfew and Shari’a

The failures back off
Amr Al-Shobaki
Al-Masry Al-Youm newspapers

]

The government’s unwise approach
while announcing the retail curfew
law could be the main reason for its
U-turn on the decision, says Al-Sho-
baki. Although Al-Shobaki’s opinion
pieces are usually supportive of
the government, he denounces the
cabinet’s “Mubarakite” method in
this regard. He condemns the gov-
ernment’s lack of comprehension of
shop owners’ feelings and consid-
erations before announcing the law.
He says he accepts the proposal to
close shops at 10pm, arguing that
the move could have helped Egypt
appear more organised.

Quoting one of the comments
posted under his column, Al-Sho-
baki cites questions that aim at in-
terrogating the exact mechanisms
through which the government
tended to implement the decision
and how a law as such could have
drastic effects on traffic. The mes-
sage pushed Al-Shobaki to think
again about the government’s abili-

The government’s U-turn on the proposed law to close shops early has
attracted the attention of many Egyptian columnists, with many describ-
ing the cabinet’s approach as an imitation the Mubarak era methodol-
ogy, while ignoring the shop owners’ concerns.

In the Arab region, other writers deplored a number of pressing issues,
with a focus on the recent appointment of a Jordanian ambassador to
Israel from Jordan’s influential Obeidat tribe.

ty to carry out decisions regardless
of its fluffy statements. Although
the retail curfew law sounded ac-
ceptable to Al-Shobaki, the govern-
ment’s hazy attitude and the lack
of presidential interference led to
the failure of its application. If the
government had opened dialogue
with ordinary Egyptians, especially
shop owners, such a law could have
been successful, states Al-Shobaki.

Gehad Al-Khazen
Eyes and ears
Al-Hayah newspaper

Al-Khazen starts off his column
condemning
preachers who blindly call for

extremist Islamic

the application of Shari’a without
listening to liberal arguments. In
Egypt, the columnist supports Al-
Azhar’s position, which is to de-
mand a secular democratic state
guided by Shari’a. Islamic Shari’a,
in Al-Khazen’s opinion, is a thou-
sand times better than Jewish ju-
risprudence. The columnist then
switches his attention to Jordan
where he commends the Obeidat
tribe, one of the most influential
tribes in northern Jordan, for dis-
owning one of its members as en-
voy to Israel.Al-Khazen praises the
Jordanian women’s reaction to the
move as they dressed in black as
a sign of protest. From this point,
the columnist calls upon Egypt and
Jordan to cancel the peace treaty
with Israel, after its new govern-
ment has proved being a new sort
of Nazism and prejudice that does
not care for peace in the world. The
writer brings his piece to a close
after mentioning the recent crack-
down on a terrorist cell composed
of a number of extremists in Britain.
He writes that radicals should be
combated exactly like terrorists.
Radicalism and terrorism are two
faces of the same coin.

FROM THE OTHER SIDE

The list of journalists, talk-show
hosts and members of the media
who have been investigated re-
garding allegations of insulting the
judiciary may reach thirty-eight in-
dividuals.

Of course, nobody wants the
judiciary insulted. But this is not
exclusive to judges or any other
profession whether it be journal-
ism, law, medicine, engineering or
otherwise. Insults are not condu-
cive to discussion. However, what
is the intent of these insults? And
what is the standard on which we
can base our measurements?

| understand that libel and defa-
mation are clear and accurately
definable. But, how about insults?
What are the boundaries between
criticisms and insults?

What phrases are considered
criticisms and what phrases are
considered insults? If we wanted
to categorise them, it would be
difficult to find clear and distinct
differences.

Due to the nature of the roles
played by religious men and judges
in society,they must enjoy indepen-
dence and respect in order to be
able to carry out their roles with-
out undue influences and pressures
that could lead to decisions that im-
pact the entire society and fates of
its members.

However, when a judge or reli-
gious man enters the realm of poli-
tics, he voluntarily renounces this
special dispensation and accepts
that his opinions may be subject
to contention, criticism and even
refusal and ridicule. These actions
do not reflect upon the judge or re-
ligious man as a person but rather
to the position or stance that he
is expressing as a political actor.
For without this contention, poli-
tics loses its meaning and becomes
mere hypocrisy. Is this logical and
undisputed? | think so.

Judges and the rule of law

The reports, in which more than
one thousand judges have accused
journalists and members of the
media of insulting the judiciary (or
of remaining silent while their talk-
show guests did so), and the inves-
tigation — which we assumed to be
just and transparent — will establish
whether or not the accusations of
insulting the judiciary are correct
and deliberate. To date, the accu-
racy of the accusations has not yet
been established.

All of the above is an introduc-
tion to an important question: Are
judges above the law? Is it right to
investigateajournalistoramember
of the media regarding allegations
that he or she insulted the judiciary,
when there is no investigation of
the facts that have established that
some judges have violated the law?

The response is no. Judges like
everyone else are subject to the
law; in fact, they ought to be role
models of respect for the law.Why
then, are there no investigations of
judges violating the law?

Why haven’t Ashraf Al-Ashmawy
and Samih Abu Zaid been investi-
gated! They are the judges charged
with investigating the foreign fund-
ed NGO case.

Though it is not permitted for
judges directing an investigation to
come out and publicise any facts
or decisions relating to an unde-
cided case, in a press conference
held by Al-Ashmawy and Abu Zaid
in February 2012, they disclosed
unproven actions and attributed
them to a civil society institution. If
these actions were found true, this
institution would have been subject
to legal punishment.

It is surprising, however, that this
institution has not been investigat-
ed or faced any accusations.To date
it is not even amongst the institu-
tions or individuals that have been
prosecuted.

v

GAMAL EID

So, who holds these two judges
accountable for violating the prin-
ciples and sanctity of justice by
holding a press conference in which
they decided whom the guilty party
was prior to receiving the decision
of the court?

Who holds these two judges ac-
countable for challenging the cred-
ibility of a civil society institution
by publicly attributing actions to
it, when it has become clear that
these actions were mere accusa-
tions?

Who will encourage complaints
against these two judges as the
months pass? Who will await an
apology from the judges, for the
injustice done to the institution
whose credibility was challenged?
Until we are confident that judges
are not above the law, who will
direct the investigation of this in-
justice!? Those affected by it have
the right to an investigation and the
Supreme Judiciary Council has an
obligation to investigate.

For all those complaining about
any judge, do so not because it is
your right but so that people may
have confidence that doing so pres-
ents a model of respect and equal-
ity before the law.

Gamal Eid is a human rights lawyer

Defeatism cannot be allowed to overcome Syria

“Today our revolution enters its
toughest stages and the cruelty of
the regime against our people is
proven limitless.”

For all the issues that the Egyptian
revolution has yet to solve, Egyptians
did not pen the above words. Repre-
sentatives of the Local Coordination
Committees in Syria did,and even as
Egyptians have continued to be invig-
orated and energised for their own
political struggles, Syrians are dying
for theirs. Not in hundreds, or even
thousands, but tens of thousands.
Hundreds of thousands of refugees
and prisoners; millions internally dis-
placed; billions of dollars wasted in
the destruction of infrastructure and
the crippling of the economy.

Itis a difficult situation, to be sure.
The difficulty does not arise from
considering what a good outcome
would be for the people of Syria,
in fact, on that, things could not be
more clear. The departure of the
Baathist regime of Bashar Al-Assad
and the transition to a government
that respect the fundamental rights
of all the Syrian people; on that level,
things could not be clearer.The ques-
tion, of course, is how to get to that
outcome.

The complications could not be
more complex.The uprising in Syria
did not have the support of the ma-
jority of the Syrian people when it
began, but the reaction of the regime
against the slightest dissent turned
large swathes of the population
against it. Almost two years later, it is
hard to find more than a minority of
people who would support this gov-
ernment, after all the blood that has
been spilt. But what is also very true
is that many who might otherwise
support the revolution wholeheart-
edly, fear what might come if the
government comes crashing down.

For many, those fears have been
swept to one side; fears of what
might happen, overcome by fears
of what actually is happening at the
hands of the Baathist regime. But
outside Syria, many are still wringing
their hands, confused as to what they
should now do.

Syria is not Libya. The rebels in
Syria were not successful early on
in the same way that they were in
Lybia. There was no equivalent to
Benghazi, where the rebels took
control of an identifiable geographic
space and were supported by the lo-
cal population. While many opposi-
tion activists have been arguing for
an intervention of some sort, what
intervention would that be? From
which parties, and to where in Syria
precisely?Would it be the Turks? Not
likely,notat the moment.Public opin-
ion inTurkey is dead set against inter-
vening and becoming embroiled in

what is turning into an ugly civil war
between the regime and the opposi-
tion.Would it be the United States?
Perhaps there might be movement
on that score in the coming months,
after the new elections are settled
in the US, but reports indicate that
the administration is actually trying
to slow down the transfer of weap-
ons to Syrian rebels, out of fears
that those weapons may fall into the
wrong hands.

Those ‘wrong hands’ were not
there a year and a half ago when
this began, but Al-Assad’s warnings
that this was a ‘radical jihadist ter-
rorist uprising’ has become a par-
tially self-fulfilling prophecy. Radical
Islamists have indeed gone to Syria,
particularly in the last few months,
where they see thisas a clear-cut war
against a tyrant, on behalf of inno-
cent Muslims. They take with them,
however, a message that does not
bode well for the Alawite commu-
nity of Syria, that offshoot of Shi’a
Islam that Al-Assad and his coterie
hail from. Indeed, Syrian opposition
activists have been arguing that not
only does this extremism exist, but
that it exists due to the inaction of
the international community.

Of course, when people argue
against ‘intervention’, it needs to be
admitted that foreign intervention
has already taken place and from
day one.The military and economic
aid to the Baathist regime from Rus-
sia and Iran cannot be described as
otherwise. The international com-
munity’s inaction is partly due to
the Chinese and Russian vetos at
the United Nations security council,
who feel they were cheated some-
what over the NATO intervention
into Libya.

The situation remains dire and
complex. But there are three things
that could not be clearer. There
can be no reconciliation with the
top figures of Baathist regime; the
downfall of this government cannot
be deemed to be an optional extra.
Its continued oppression of the Syr-
ian people is unsustainable and must
end. It would be preferable for that
to end by peaceful means, but it
seems clear that the Baathist regime
would sooner destroy Syria before
allowing that to happen.

The second: Syrian opposition ac-
tivists have been clear that the repre-
sentation of the forces in support of
the uprising must be, indeed, repre-
sentative. [t does not bode well that
a new representational body is being
born in Qatar, midwived by foreign
powers,butit does appear,at present
at least, that this body might be able
to genuinely represent all sectors of
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that will be answerable to the Syrian
people and be able to count on their
support.Within that body, all Syrian
communities must be clearly and
manifestly involved. That includes
religious, cultural and ethnic minori-
ties, including the Alawites.

Which leads to the third and final
aspect of any next phase:the realisa-
tion that an intervention of some
sort into Syria is necessary for two
very simple reasons. The success
of the revolution and the rescue of
the Alawite community.The perma-
nent rule of Al-Assad is, it seems,
unthinkable. Eventually, one way or
another, he goes. Perhaps it will be
due to the Turkish-Syrian border
becoming unstable and Turkey be-
ing forced to intervene or perhaps
it will be because a NATO force will
militarily intervene if the causalities
increase much more; who knows?
But at some point, Al-Assad will
have to come down.The farther in
the future that it happens, the more
certain it becomes that the Alawite
community becomes subjected to a
series of revenge attacks and repri-
sals.The sooner this conflict comes
to an end, the easier it will be to
ensure the survival of the Alawite
community, who do not bear com-
munal blame for the crimes of it’s
most infamous member.

People have died as part of the
Arab awakening all around the Arab
world, but the price has been dear-
est in Syria. The price will continue
to increase as long as this uprising is
forced to continue,but that price can
be reduced, and the suffering of the
Syrian people minimised. But only if
the international community shakes
off its paralysis of defeatism and re-
spects the dignity, the sacrifice and
the struggle of the people of Syria.

Dr.H A Hellyer, a nonresident fellow
at the Brookings Institution, is a Cai-
ro-based specialist on Arab affairs,
and relations between the Muslim
world and the west. He was previ-
ously senior practice consultant at
Gallup, and senior research fellow at

the opposition. If it does not, then
something else must emerge;a body

Warwick University. Find him online
@hahellyer and www.hahellyer.com.
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By Brooke Comer

St Andrew’s Refugee Services (StARS) is
housed in an unassuming stone church
in the Ramses area of Cairo.The area it
encompasses is small, walled, and gated,
yet within the compound, a myriad of
services are offered. From education,
to legal, to psychosocial services, StARS
helps many of Cairo’s estimated 44,899
displaced people, according to the
United Nations Higher Commissioner
for Refugees, cope with the alienation
and stress of displacement. StARS is a
faith-based organisation, run out of the
interdenominational church. It does not
discriminate on grounds of nationality,
gender or religion. Of the estimated
3,000 refugees who are served annually,
around fifty per cent are Muslim. The
StARS mission is to serve the refugee
communities of Cairo,and so the organ-
isation does not participate in Egyptian
domestic policy or affairs.

A mix of Egyptians and foreign na-
tionals perform services at StARS,
fostering an atmosphere of tolerance
and acceptance.On weekdays,the com-
pound, with its garden shaded by trees,
a few prefabricated classrooms, and
an asphalt playground, hosts a spirited
football game when classes are not in
session. It is vibrant with the sound of
children’s voices. After the school day
is over, silence claims the courtyard as
adults fill the classrooms with an inter-
mittent array of courses that vary from
term to term, and can include English
and Arabic language courses, informa-
tion technology, and other skills.

Adult education is as important as
the primary and secondary grades at
StARS. Matthew Bedford, Administra-
tor of Education Programs, explains,“it
can be difficult for refugees to integrate
and make a life for themselves in Cairo,
especially if they don’t speak Arabic.”
Sometimes, he points out, “people
who were successful business owners,
teachers, farmers in their home coun-
try are forced to come here with noth-
ing. The Adult Education Program is a
place that people can come together
and learn skills and build confidence,and
that will make living in Cairo easier not
only for them butalso for their families.”

If, in Egypt, the word “refugee” con-
notes Sudanese nationals, dark-skinned
Southerners who escaped the horrors
of the civil war that raged from 1955 to
1972 and from 1983 to 2005, as well as
Darfuri, who continue to flee the on-
going genocide in western Sudan, it’s
because these groups comprise the ma-
jority of displaced people currently liv-
ing in Cairo.The Comprehensive Peace
Treaty, or CPA, signed in January 2005,
officially ended the war between North
and South Sudan, and the subsequently
South Sudan became independent in
201 I. Despite this, tribal tensions in the
homeland and the post-war lack of in-
frastructure there keep families in exile.
But northern and southern Sudanese
are only one group who seek asylum in
Cairo; the classrooms at StARS reflect a
diversity that directly correlates to crises
in neighboring, as well as distant, coun-
tries. Currently Syrian asylum seekers
are growing in number, and a significant
population of Iraqgis have been in Egypt
for years. African countries defined by
political turmoil, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Soma-
lia, Burkina Faso, Burundi and the Congo,
are also represented at StARS.

What Shane Bristow, StARS execu-
tive director, values most about the
organisation is,“that so many different
kinds of people are here to help each
other; Egyptians, refugees and foreign
volunteers. Christians and Muslims.
There are teachers who have lived
in Cairo for decades, and students
who may have just arrived. And these
people are more than just co-workers;
they become great friends who pro-
vide support for one another, espe-
cially those who are far from home.”

Bristow takes the reins from former
StARS executive director, Fiona Cam-
eron, who resigned in order to focus
on asylum seekers in the UK. Cameron
came to StARS in 2005 as a volunteer
English teacher and was promoted to
head of the Children’s Education Pro-
gram. One of the most respected aid
workers in Cairo, and known for her
dedication to the people she served,
Cameron is arguably known best for
stabilising and organising the StARS pro-
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St. Andrews’ Refugee Services fosters an atmosphere of tolerance and acceptance

grammes during the upheaval of the rev-
olution, and bringing the English house
system to the Education Centre, which
helped to make StARS a leading learning
institution. In recognition of her efforts,
she was named executive director in
late 201 1.“The reason that St Andrew’s
and organisations like it are so impor-
tant,” says Cameron,“‘is because of the
community involvement of people who
might never otherwise work together
or even meet. St Andrew’s is a place
where refugees, westerners, and Egyp-
tians all work together with a single aim.”
Through StARS and other centres that
offer services to asylum seekers, dis-
placed people can find dignity and hope,
regardless of their refugee status. The
centre is a testimony to Egypt’s willing-
ness to help neighbours who seek shel-
ter from persecution.The definition of a
refugee is someone who cannot return
home because of persecution based on
race, religion, nationality, political opin-
ion,or membership of a particular social
group.

Asylum seekers need to prove thatif
they are forced to return home, they are
likely to face persecution or deathVWhen
an asylum seeker approaches UNHCR,
they are given a refugee card that pro-
vides “temporary protection”, the right
to stay in Egypt and not be deported.
UNHCR then conducts a Refugee Sta-
tus Determination hearing to assess the
situation of the individual or family and
decide whether or not they qualify as
a refugee. If so, the temporary protec-
tion becomes permanent. If UNHCR
decides that the case does not meet the
definition, then the file is closed and the
individual or family receive no benefits
or protection,and cannot obtain a resi-
dence permit. St. Andrew’s offers a safe
community for all isolated and vulner-
able displaced people from 32 different
countries,to come together for empow-
erment, education, community develop-
ment, and social services.

Maelle Pelletie; who leads StARS
psycho-social programming, works daily
with people who have suffered serious
psychological and physical trauma be-
fore coming to Egypt. Pelletier says cli-
ents come from situations where there
is no safety or security and many have
been tortured, beaten, raped, or seen
family members killed.““People come to
Cairo suffering from depression or post-
traumatic stress.Ve help them find the
medical, social,and financial support that
is available” Her team also hosts art
groups and outings; events where her
clients can enjoy themselves and be part
of a community.“Sometimes, our clients
need someone to just talk to,” says Pel-
letier. The psycho-social team serves
StARS overall goal of treating students
and clients as people, not just refugees.

The psychosocial programme was
launched in January 201 | in response
to the increasing number of refugees
in Egypt, the sometimes complex and
difficult to navigate network of refugee
service providers, and the general lack
of resources available in refugee com-
munities.The psychosocial team is now
composed of five staff, three casework-

ers and two group coordinators, under
the supervision of the team leader. The
team mission is to provide emotional
and social support to refugees in Cairo,
and focus on the general well-being, so
that refugees have increased access to
housing, medical care, psychological
counselling, and group activities that
foster a sense of community and self-
empowerment. During the past year,
the psycho-social team has assisted
more than 400 individual and family
cases in accessing mental health, medi-
cal, or educational services. Group
workshops and activities like art and
photography workshops, youth sports
activities, and day trips around Cairo
also constitute an important part of the
team’s work and enables staff to reach
out to more beneficiaries.

StARS openedits doorson | | Octo-
ber 1979 when members of St Andrew’s
United Church of Cairo set up a refu-
gee centre in the church’s spacious Guild
Hall. Sudan was still united and technical-
ly at peace;the waves of refugees seeking
asylum in Egypt from Darfur and South
Sudan hita peakin 1985.But there were
still a significant enough number of asy-
lum seekers to warrant a centre, where
inits nascent days,StARS hosted as many
as |15 people each day, for basic social
services.A rudimentary attempt at Eng-
lish literacy courses began,and took off
during the 80s, a decade that saw the
numbers of persecuted people rise sig-
nificantly.At this point, StARS expanded
its refugee services to include education
and assistance, offered purely on need
and without discrimination based on
gender, ethnicity, national origin, tribe, or
religion.

A key component in the work StARS
undertakes, according to Bristow, is
enabling refugees to carry out services
themselves. Ve have refugees teaching
primary education, English and Arabic,
providing psycho-social services, serving
as interpreters,and offering their time in
other ways to help their community,” he
explains.“We hope that over time refu-
gees will be more and more equipped
to help themselves find solutions and
support.”’

Since it’s inception, St. Andrew’s
Refugee Education Centre has been
a sought-after option for refugee par-
ents who seek a quality education for
their children. Legally, children who have
refugee status may enroll in Egypt's gov-
ernment schools, according to Article
22 of the Geneva Convention, a treaty
to which Egypt, the US and European
countries initially signed in 1951 after
WorldWar |l,and which was expanded
in 1968.But government schools cannot
accommodate all Egyptian children, thus
displaced people who cannot afford pri-
vate schools find refugee centres such
as St. Andrew’s are their only hope for
an education.

St.Andrew’s has maintained its status
as a respected centre due to the rela-
tively high quality education that children
receive. This is achieved through small
classes of twenty students, teachers
with at least some training in the field,
English-language instruction, the well-

stocked Susan B. Meteoh Library, physi-
cal education, and art classes through
the Nora Sadat Art Centre. Communi-
ty involvement is provided through the
Townhouse Gallery,a multicultural arts
centre whose Saturday programs serve
all children and youth in Cairo.

Until 2009 there was no fixed cur-
riculum at the children’s school and
students studied English language with
some science and maths along with rec-
reational activities. In that year, for the
first time, and thanks in no small part
to the dedication of a group of refugee
teachers who formed the South Suda-
nese Teachers’ Union, students of any
nationality were able to study for the
Sudanese national curriculum. Despite
having drawbacks, including an academ-
ic rigour quite new to informal learning
centres like StAndrew’s, a few students
have gone on to college. In addition to
having six teachers from the refugee
community, the AEP relies extensively
on volunteers who come to teach.

There are a number of other refu-
gee schools in Cairo, and each has
their benefits for prospective students.
Those who choose St. Andrew’s do so
because of convenience of location,
low cost, and the availability of the
Sudanese curriculum. StARS works
with UNHCR, partner organisations,
and other refugee schools, to coordi-
nate and develop opportunities for all
refugees. Sandra, Madit, and Ismail are
among three of StARS student success
stories. Sandra was |5 when she won
a scholarship to Dunn School, a small,
co-educational college prep school in
California, There, she maintained high
grades and went on to Berea College,
in Berea, Kentucky,a highly competitive
institution,which offers full scholarships
to all applicants who are accepted.

Madit, now 20, came to St.Andrew’s
Children Education Program as a dis-
placed youth and has gone on to win
a scholarship at African Leadership
Academy in Johannesburg, South Af-
rica. His chances of finding a full schol-
arship at a leading US or UK univer-
sity next autumn are excellent. Madit
credits his success to self-discipline and
the opportunities StARS offered him.
“I retained my hope when | thought |
was hopeless and had no means to get
access to education as a refugee child
in Cairo. StARS hosted me when | had
nowhere else to go. Its small kitchen
fed me when | had no food to eat.The
dedicated and selfless staff and teachers
made me realise the value of hard work,
perseverance and gratitude. The small,
but strong educational program helped
find and maintain my passion for educa-
tion and without St. Andrew’s Refugee
Services, | would not be at ALA”

Ismail, a 19 year-old northern Suda-
nese refugee, who joined StARS in 2005
and was granted auditing privileges at
AUC, thanks to the late Provost Med-
hat Haroun, believes that the centre
was valuable in terms of exposure to
different cultures and traditions, as well
as studying essential academic subjects.
He cites collaborative learning as one of
the most important things he learned.
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“Because StARS hosts asylum seekers
from many countries, | learned to work
with peers from the Congo, North and
South Sudan, Eritrea, Somalia, Ethiopia,
Nigeria, Chad, Iraq, Palestine, and more.
When | arrived, | wasn’t used to study-
ing with anybody who was not a Suda-
nese national, and this was a challenge
that | faced when | arrived. My very first
teacher Ms.Mariam, noticed this,and got
me engaged in different activities with di-
verse cultures.”

Ismail, who admits that he faced
“some difficulty” adjusting to the de-
mands of a university,adds that“I've fully
adapted to AUC's supportive environ-
ment”” Support comes from both stu-
dents and faculty,including two Sudanese
professors, Dr Ibrahim El Nur, a politi-
cal scientist, and Dr Hamid Ali, in Public
Policy. In addition to earning high grades
atAUC, Ismail still takes time to give back
to the community that fostered his own
success. He spends his Saturdays teach-
ing young people at StARS.“Education is
my passion,” he notes. “I love to learn,
and | could spend the rest of my life in
a classroom. My goal is to work in a re-
search facility and find what has yet to
be discovered.”

Due to the high number of adult asy-
lum seekers in Cairo who could not get
an education in their homelands due to
political turmoil, St Andrew’s runs class-
es for between six and seven hundred
refugees per year in English and Arabic
language, conflict resolution, health and
nutrition, as well as basic skills. Classes
also depend on the expertise areas of
volunteers,and in the past have included
poetry, memoir, journalism,and creative
writing. Manual arts, including computer
technology are also popular; giving refu-
gees valuable skills that will make them
employable on their return home, or in
resettlement.The AEP also offers a com-
prehensive tutoring program where vol-
unteers can work on a one-to-one basis
four days a week. In 2012 for the first
time,twelve students from theadult edu-
cation program had the opportunity to
sit the Sudanese examinations through
StAndrew’s,and three passed.

While education plays a key role in
the services that StARS offers, other
refugee and migrant needs that the cen-
tre addresses include psychosocial and
legal aid. StARS psychosocial services
do not have the capacity to provide di-
rect financial assistance to beneficiaries,
but regular donations allow the centre
to provide the neediest asylum seekers
with clothes and blankets. For instance,
acontribution of EGP 100 can buy three
blankets or two food bags for clients.

St. Andrew’s psychosocial services
also have organised community-based
workshops to assist with issues that
displaced people face, including sexual
and gender-based violence, and stress
and anxiety management. Refugees in
Cairo often have family members at
risk in a home country or in exile or
prison,or whose whereabouts are un-
known. Female refugees who work in
the informal economy and also serve
their own family needs,with or without
a husband, are among the vulnerable.

vices

What is more, women are burdened
with double duty, taking paying jobs to
provide for families,whose needs they
must also serve.

In general, Sudan, Somalia and Iraqg,
represent the most significant number
of nationalities seeking aid at St. An-
drew’s. There are now bi-weekly Iraqi
women’s group in 6th October; where
the majority of Iragi refugees reside,
and also in Nasr city, aiming at enhanc-
ing peer-support between participants,
providing them with accurate informa-
tion about the various services available
as well as a safe space to share any prob-
lems they face in their host country.

StARS’ Resettlement Legal Aid Proj-
ect (RLAP), assists recognised refugees
who qualify for resettlement to a third
country. These clients include refugees
with severe and life-threatening medical
conditions who require surgery over-
seas, or family reunification cases, which
involve a refugee in Cairo,who has been
separated from his or her family who are
now living in another country. Reunifi-
cation brings displaced family members
back together.

The countries that accept the highest
numbers of refugees for resettlement
are the United States, Canada, and Aus-
tralia. Countries within the European
Union also accept a significant number
of refugees. Resettlement acts as a way
for host countries to share the costs
associated with supporting refugees.
The majority of refugees worldwide are
from the developing world, and when
they leave their home country, they flee
across the nearest border to a country
thatmay offer workin the informal econ-
omy yet not have the ability to accept
a high volume of displaced people. Re-
settlement increasingly serves as a way
to offer more places for refugees to find
a permanent, peaceful home.

The resettlement process, how-
ever, can be very lengthy and difficult
to navigate for refugees. RLAP provides
legal counselling and representation for
candidates’ resettlement candidates
in the process at UNHCR and the In-
ternational Organisation for Migration
(IOM).RLAP also seeks to educate refu-
gee communities about resettlement. In
September, RLAP hosted six workshops
for refugees interested in learning more
about refugee law and the resettlement
process. The RLAP team is made up of
refugee interpreters and volunteer legal
advocates from around the world.

Volunteers are an important part of
StARS work. Refugees, Egyptians and
visitors offer their time to lead a vari-
ety of activities from language training
to leading sports and music groups. In
general, the StARS mission is one of in-
creased understanding and community.
“Though they come as visitors to Egypt,”
says Bristow, ‘refugees often have to stay
for a very long time.They want the same
things that anyone wants: food, shelter;
peace and security for themselves and
their families. StARS work to help foster
the sense of community amongst refu-
gees so that the problems that they face
are not faced alone””

AlbinoYai,who came to Cairoin 2001
and sought out StARS for art classes, is
now the school’s art teacher. He notes
that St. Andrew’s is important for refu-
gees in two ways.“In a humanitarian way
[StARS] is a place for peace and love,”
Yai observes. “We have refugees from
Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and all
over Africa. They get together to com-
municate, and share emotional experi-
ences. When this happens, the energy
becomes powerful, to have that shared
love and sense of unity and belonging. In
the context of education, it is very help-
ful for children, teenagers and parents to
share and encourage not only the hope
of abetter life,but the means by which to
acquire and sustain it. Even though par-
ents might not be educated themselves,
they wanta better life for their children.”

St.Andrew’s United Church of Cairo
continues to support the StARS pro-
gram through the use of their proper-
ty.Erin Odgers-Chew, chairperson of St.
Andrew’s Church of Cairo states “as a
church,St. Andrew’s is committed to the
support of refugees in Cairo. Hospitality
is an important aspect of the church as
well as the Egyptian culture. Egypt has
a history of welcoming refugees. In this
same spirit of hospitality, we too wel-
come refugees to receive service and
education on our property.’
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ART & CULTURE

Art should make a statement and Culture is what surrounds us.

EVENTS

THEATRE

‘J’aurais voulu étre Egyptien’
Watch this adaptation of
renowned Egyptian author Alaa
El Aswany’s novel ‘Chicago’, a
big commerical success since its
publication in 2006.The adapta-
tion titled ‘’aurais voulu étre
Egyptien’ or ‘| wish | were Egyp-
tian’ is by Jean-Louis Martinelli
and tickets are available from
Al-Gombhouria and the Cairo
Opera House’s ticket offices.

El Gomhouria Theater

|1 2 Al-Gomhouria St.,Abdin,
Downtown, Cairo

Tel: (02)23907707

7 November 8pm

MUSIC

21st Festival and Conference
of Arab Music

The 21st Festival and Confer-
ence of Arab Music honors
Arab musical heritage through a
week at the Cairo Opera House
and the Al-Gomhouria Theatre
where tickets will be available
from both ticket offices.

Cairo Opera House

El Borg Gezira

Zamalek, Cairo

Tel: (02) 2739 01 14

7 November 8 pm

Rock of Asia

Nikki Matsumoto has been all
around the world and now he

is stopping at the Sawy Culture
Wheel. Matsumoto is a Japanese
musician who mixes western
styles like rock with more tradi-
tional sounds from Japan.Tickets
are EGP 20 for members and
EGP 25 for non-members.

El Sawy Culture Wheel

Wisdom Hall

End of 26th of July Street
Zamalek, Cairo

Tel: (02) 2736 6178

7 November 8 pm

Mazaher

Right across from Saad Zaghloul
landmark neo-pharaonic mau-
soleum is Makan which will be
hosting a night of Zar music with
Mazaher. Tickets are EGP 30 or
EGP 20 if reserved.

Makan

I, Saad Zaghloul St,

Downtown, Cairo

Tel: (02)27920878

24 October 9 pm

Michelle Rounds

No one does it better than
Rounds with her unique voice
and her mix of Jazz and Soul.
Her lively performances will
engage you in a great night that
should be on your top list of
events anyway.

Jazz Bar, Kempinski Nile Hotel,
12 Ahmed Raghab Street, Corniche
EI'Nil

Tel: (02)27980000

24 October 9 pm

EXHIBITION

Feminine

Natalia Baykalova’s solo exhi-
bition features the beauty of
everything feminine.

Cala Art Gallery

140, 26th July Street

Zamalek, Cairo

Tel: (02) 2738 0154

6 November |0am

Weather

S
Wednesday, November 7
Alexandria 26°C/20°C
Aswan 37°C/25°C
Cairo 30°C/20°C
Hurghada 32°C/22°C
Luxor 35°C/21°C
Sharm El-Sheikh | 36°C/23°C
Suez 27°C/17°C

Fakeeha: Egypt’s fresh
fruit bouquet specialist
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Fakeeha'’s Mango Kiwi Delight
By Omar El AdlI

Imagine a healthy fresh bouquet of lo-
cally-grown, handpicked, perfectly ripe
fruit and you have envisioned a fruit
bouquet from Fakeeha.

Fakeeha is a 100 per cent Egyptian ini-
tiative designed to bring a healthy alterna-
tive to whichever occasion you choose.
They offer bouquets and boxes, of a so-
phisticated and eye-catching design, using
only the freshest ingredients and exercis-
ing a degree of quality control that will put
even the fussiest mother at ease.

“We custom make all our bouquets
by hand and use the freshest ingredi-
ents possible. We do not store fruit,
so if we have a bouquet that requires
two apples, then we order two apples.
This way, no fruit is left behind and we
can guarantee freshness,” said Nadia
Hasaballah, founder of Fakeeha.

Fakeeha makes beautiful handcraft-
ed bouquets that are as delicious as
they are aesthetically and visually ap-
pealing. Coming in a variety of colours
and using mouthwatering ingredients
such as milk chocolate, hazelnuts, co-

conuts, pistachios, and biscuit crum-
bles. The offerings can vary between
the more healthy options such as the
Mango Kiwi Delight or their more
indulgent such as their Apple Bites,
which feature apples covered in deli-
cious chocolate and coconut.

The inspiration for Fakeeha came
in 2006 when Hassaballah was visiting
her sister in Boston and saw the con-
cept first-hand.“It was a great way for
kids to be eating delicious healthy fruits
in a fun, tempting way,” she said. Has-
saballah then sought out the owner
of a similar business in Lebanon and
worked with her to train her staff and
help her implement the idea in Egypt.
They officially started in February and
began delivering in June.

Fakeeha is the Arabic word for fruit
and has a distinctly Egyptian sound. ‘|
wanted the name to imply an Egyptian
business because after all this is what
we are about,and | am very happy with
it,” said Hassaballah.

The company relies on fruit that is
in season and their bouquets change
depending on what is available. One of

/

Fakeeha’s biggest successes has been
mango, so keep up with the changing
seasons and be sure to ask Hassaballah
or her staff what fruits are in season.
Paymentis made upon delivery,butyou
can ask for the bouquet to be delivered
as a gift to another address and have
the bill delivered to you.

“We have more than one supplier,and
with experience we know which deliver
the best oranges or cantaloupes.Ve re-
quire orders to be placed 24 hours in
advance because we want to guarantee
the freshest fruits possible and the most
efficient system,” said Hassaballah.

“One hundred per cent natural,
100 per cent delicious, 100 per cent
Egyptian” is how Fakeeha defines itself
and its fresh, handcrafted and beauti-
fully designed bouquets and boxes are
fit for any occasion. “We have done
birthdays, wedding centrepieces,
bachelorette parties, gatherings. Fa-
keeha can work with anything,” said
Hassaballah. Fakeeha can be found
online and be sure to ask about this
season’s offerings for a fun and guilt-
less way to enjoy any gathering.

Bite Me Cairo: The Best of the Best - Part 1

By David Blanks

And the best restaurant in Cairo is...?
Yep, you guessed it, Don Quichotte.
Wait, what!? Yes it is. You know it is
because it says so on the website 10
Best:Trusted Advice for Travellers. It is,
according to the reviewer,“the perfect
placeforaromanticdinner” Even more
impressive,and this is my favorite part,
“the menu of French classics might be
on the small side, but the execution of
dishes such as lamb stewed in eggplant
is brilliantly judged.”

If an execution is pending, then un-
doubtedly you want the best judge
available, especially when it comes to
French classics like lamb and eggplant
stew. | wonder if they are using the
Escoffier recipe? Or if it's more of a
Parisian-style lamb and eggplant stew
like you find at bistros on the Champs-
Elysées?

And if our hapless traveler is not
into French food that’s okay, because
the second best restaurant in Cairo
is Lai Thai at the Four Seasons First
Residence, followed by the Revolving
Restaurantat the Grand Hyatt,Cedars,
Kandahar, Spectra, Maison Thomas, La
Bodega,Abou El Sid,and Mojo’s Lounge
and Girill. So there you have it. If you
have friends travelling to Cairo in the
near future,send them the link.I’'m just
glad to see that Mojo’s made it on there
this year: no newcomer to the city
should be denied the pleasure of a visit
to Road 90 in New Cairo.

Do not fear that all tourists will be
led astray; the savvy ones will know
to look at the local listings, Cairo-
dining.com sets the record straight.
Their top five restaurants in Cairo are
Cucina (JW Marriot), Lan Tania (Fair-
mont Heliopolis), Oak Grill (Conrad),
Richoux (City Stars) and Kamala (Con-
rad). They must not have visited Don
Quichotte. Still, it’s an impressive list. |
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Foodist at work

need to look into getting a job over
there: the reviewer’s expense account
is phenomenal.

If you don’t trust the websites, ask
the people.One of my go-to travel sites
isTripAdvisor,where travelers rate and
comment upon their favorite hotels,
restaurants, sightseeing excursions, et
cetera. According to these folks, Ke-
babgi (next to the Sofitel Gezira) is
the best in town. Followed by Shogun
Japanese Restaurant (Intercontinental
City Stars), Maestro Italian Restaurant
(Intercontinental City Stars), Indira In-
dian Restaurant (Intercontinental City
Stars), the Little Swiss Restaurant, an
anomaly: they must have had relatives
in Maadi, then Birdcage (Semiramis
Intercontinental), Masala (The Karvin
Hotel), Four Seasons Hotel Garden
City, and Osmanly Restaurant (Kem-
pinsky Hotel).Are we starting to see a
pattern here? It seems tourists these
days are too nervous to venture out-
side their hotels.

Remarkably, at number 10 on the
TripAdvisor list, we finally get some
genuine Egyptian food; ranked im-
mediately after these nine five-star

restaurants is our very own Koshary
al-Tahrir, followed closely at #I1 by
Koshary Abou Tarek.WVell, at least that
gives us Cairenes something we can
argue about.

The New York Times Cairo Travel
Guide likewise lets travelers speak
for themselves, so that might be use-
ful, except that in the past five years
there have been a grand total of only
fourteen readers’ comments/recom-
mendations. Less than three per year.
The one | like best is the following:

“l went to the recently opened
Aperitivo Bar. A stunning inte-
rior by Hedayat Islam, mosaics
by Martin Brown and lighting by Nadim
Spiridon, it captures the spirit of fin de
siecle Cairo. Chef Giorgio Bottazzi,cre-
ates a stunning ltalian menu contains
antipasti, pasta, risottos; fish and meat
dishes with flavours typical of regional
Italian cooking. And to top things off,
pastas, breads and even ice creams are
all hand made by Bottazzi himself.”

Signed: Martin Brown. Nice review
Martin.We'll definitely give it a try.

Oh, and the editors of this page
have made their own list where they
denote their New York Times Picks.
There is only one. There should of
course be a clear favourite by now
given the exhaustive research you've
done. But no; of the twenty-two es-
tablishments they name, the only one
they deem worthy of a Times pick is
Sequoia. They must not have gone to
Don Quichotte either.

So you see we have a problem.After
studying four different Best Restaurant
in Cairo rankings, not a single restau-
rant appears on any list twice. Next
week I'll see if the local websites can
do any better.

Just as a preview, only two of the
above-named restaurants show up on
Cairo 360’sTopTen list. Don Quichotte
wasn’t one of them.

Courtesy of Fakeeha's Facebook page.
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and private tourism sectors.

tourism were discussed.

media figures.

Mohamed Lotfy, director of business development, Maha el Kady, PR Man-
ager and Ahmed El Nahas welcoming HishamZaazou, the minister of tourism

Minister of Tourism at Ramses Hilton

The Ramses Hilton was chosen to host the meeting of Hisham Zaazou,
the minister of tourism, with representatives of the government, public

In the meeting the recommendations of the committees installed to
design an immediate action plan to encourage and restore the flow of

The meeting was attended by Elhamy El Zayat, chairman of the Travel
Agencies Association, Ahmed El Nahas and a number of tourism and

Conrad Cairo hosted the Asian Diplomatic
Wife Association

The Conrad Cairo has been chosen by the Asian Diplomatic Wife Associa-
tion to hold the Adwa charity Bazaar for the second consecutive season.
The choice of Conrad Cairo came as a result of its distinguished service,
facilities, friendly staff and comfortable ambience.

By Iman Adel Abdel-Fattah

We love food. We love the real,
down to earth, tried-and-tested,
handed-down-through-the-
generations, local Egyptian food.
Here is your chance to learn how
to make these local delicacies in
your own home. And just so you
know what to ask for, we have
added how to say the ingredi-
ents in Arabic. No more excuses,
off to the souq!

Cake b’aseer
bortooan

we loz -

Cake with orange
juice and almond

Ingredients

| "4 cups orange juice, strained —
a-seer bor-too-an

e |25g butter, softened — zib-da

| ' cups sugar — soo-kar

e | 2 cups almonds, crushed and
ground - loz

e 2 eggs, beaten — beid

* 3 tsp orange peel, grated — ashr
bor-too-an

* | cup semolina — se-mo-lee-na

Directions

* Pre-heat the oven to 180 C. But-
ter a 20 cm diameter cake pan.

e Beat the butter and % cup of
sugar in a bowl until creamy. Add
the beaten eggs gradually while
beating. Add the orange peel and
continue beating.

e Stir in the almonds and 2 tbsp of

orange juice. Stir in the semolina

then another 2 tbsp of orange
juice. Stir well.

* Pour the batter into the cake pan
and bake in the oven for about
40 minutes or until a toothpick
inserted in the middle of cake
comes out clean.

* Meanwhile, in a small saucepan,
heat the remaining orange juice
with 2 cup sugar over low heat
until sugar dissolves. Bring to boil,
reduce the heat and simmer for
10 minutes. Remove from heat
and set aside for five minutes.

* Pour half the quantity of the warm
syrup over the top of the cake while
still warm. Leave for three minutes
and then invert the cake on a platter.

* Brush the surface of the cake
with the remaining syrup.Sprinkle
powdered sugar on the top and
arrange some almonds around
the cake on the platter. If desired
serve orange jam with the cake

Note

* Do notopen the door to the oven
during the first 30 minutes after
you placed the cake in the oven
to allow the cake to rise. J
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